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Some Conſiderations humbly offered to the Lord 
| Biſhop of Exeter, &c. 


4 My LORD, 
: I is with extreme Reluctance that I force my ſelf 
1 1 to give your Lordſhip this preſent Trouble. But 
| the Love of Truth, which ought to be above all 
humane Conſiderations, will, I hope, plead my Excuſe - 
with your Zordſhip, and with all Perſons of impartial 
and honeſt Minds, for the great Preſumption of this 
Addreſs. The Cauſe it ſelf, which determined me to 
it, Is a Cauſe in which I have for ſome time been en- 
gaged, and which I think my ſelf under ſome ſort of 
Obligation ſtill to proſecute ; eſteeming it of the ut- 
moſt Importance both to the Honour of Chriſtianty, 
and the Security of Humane Society For the Sake of 
both which it deſerves ſeriouſly, and impartially, and 
frequently, to be conſidered, whether the Nature and 
End of Government neceſſarily take away from the 
governed Part of Mankind the Right of Self-Defenſe ; or 
whether the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt hath utterly depri- 
ved them of any ſuch Right, and left them naked and 
defenſeleſs againſt all poſſible Attempts of their Go- 
vernours. Your Lordſhip hath been pleaſed to expreſs 
ſome Zeal for the affirmative Side of theſe Queſtions : 
And I am ſenſible, that your Lordſhip's Reputation and 
Authority are ſo great, that of themſelves they are 
thought, by many, ſufficient to fix the Stamp of Truth 
upon what bears a Name ſo much honoured and re- 
ſpected. But your Lordſhip knows full well, that where 
; a Veneration for Perſons prevails more than the Love 
of Truth, as Truth; there even Truth it ſelf becomes 
vile, and loſes its Beauty and Grace before Men, as 
, # well as forfeits its Title to the Rewards of God. 1 
humbly therefore hope, that your Lordſhip will not 
. „„ 5 take 
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take it amiſs, if J freely examine thoſe Thoughts 
and Obſervations upon this Sabject, which your Lord- 
hip hath lately publiſhed to the World. If I may be 
permitted to do this, it cannot poſſibly do the leaſt In- 
jury either to Truth, or the Goſpel we profeſs, when it 
is ſeen that I do it with all the Reverence due to your 
Lord ſhip's high Station and Character; and with all the 
Regard due to that Integrity and Goodneſs, which ſhine 
ſo bright in your Zordſhip's Example. „„ 


My Lord, 
The Sermon preached by your Lordſhip before Her 
| Majeſty on the Eighth of March, 1704, is the Occaſi- 
on of this Trouble: Which compared with thar 
preached at St. Dunſtan's in the Weſt, on March 8. 
1704, gives us ſuch an Account of your Lordſhip's Judg- 
ment concerning the Duty of Subjects, and the Original 
and Authority of Governours, as ſeems to me to give juſt 
Ground for ſuch an Examination of it as I at this 
Time deſign. 

I. In the Sermon preached 1704, p. 9, your Lordſhip 
acknowledges, that the Scripture leaves every Country 
toit ſelf to eſtabliſhthat Form of Government, which is moſt 

ſuitable to its own particular Temper and Genius. Again, 
p. 15. There is no one particular Form of Government that 
can truly be ſaid to be of divine Inſtitution, and Appoint- 
ment. Again, p. 18, 19. The Deſignation and Appointment 
of particular Perſons to the Adminiſtration of the Govern- 
ment, this is humane; and the Diſtribution of the Power 
of Government into one, or into more Hands, this is likewiſe © 
humane: This is the Ordinance of Man only. Again, 
p. 23, 24, It is declared that No Man hath 2 natural 
Right to the Government of 4 Kingdom : That the only 
Right thereto muſt be a legal Right, ſuch a Right as is gi- 
den him by the Law and Conſtitution of the Realm; 1. e, by 
the ſovereign Legiſlative Authority for the Time be- 
ing. And that the K:ngly Power is not lodged in our 
King or Queen ſolely, but in Xing, Lords, and Com- 
noms, conjointly, is freely declared by your Lordſhip. 


2. I obſerve, that in giving an Account of the divine 
| „„ 
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hf itut ion of Government, Sermon, 1708, p- 45 8. your a 
Lordſhip declares, that that ought to be taken for the 


molt rightful Government, which is eſtabliſhed; and that 
for the beſt Title, which bath prevailed by Preſcription, or 


is ſettled by the Conſtitution : That you do not affirm, 
or think it implied in any Expreſſion of St. Paul, or 
any other Scripture Writer, that the Form of Govern- 


ment, or Perſon Governing, are deſigned, and marked 
out by God, any otherwiſe than as all Revolutions are 
brought about by the Working or Permiſſion of God : And 
that when you aſhrm Government to be of divine Inſti- 
tution, you underſtand by this, that it 75 the Will of God 
that ſome ſhould bear Rule, and that others ſhould bein 
Subjection; and that they which bear Rule, ſhould enact 


Laws for the Preſervation of Juſtice and Peace among ſt 
their Subjects, and duly execute the Laws made for that 


Purpoſe : In which two things the whole Power and Exer- 
ciſe of Sovereignty do conſiſt, This 1s all the divine Right 
your Lordſhip acknowledges. ; 

3- Your Lordſhip adds, p. 6. That the Authority by 
which the Magiſtrate acts, iu all Forms of Government, is 
a Ray or Portion of the divine Authority and Power, deri- 
ved to him from, and communicated to him by, God. But 
then your Lordſhip contends, p. x6. that-this Commiſſion 
from God to the Civil Magiſtrate, is not abſolute, and 


unlimited and that he can act with Authority no farther, 


nor otherwiſe, than as he is warranted to de by his Com- 
miſſion. | Hl 
After I have thus preſumed to lay before your 


Lordſhip your own Words upon theſe ſeveral Heads, in 


order to make farther Uſe of them; I beg leave to 
mention ſome Particulars, which ſeem inconſiſtent 
with theſe Principles, or in which I am forced to differ 
from your Lordſhip ; tho* Matters of great Importance 
both to the Religion we profeſs, and to the Foundation 
of the preſent Eſtabliſhment under which we account 
our ſelves ſo happy: And ! beg leave, with all Sub- 


miſſion, to examine them with that Freedom and Im- 


partiality which becomes a Lover of Truth. And, 


NS. 1. From 


0 


I. From the Magiſtrate's being called the Minter of 
God by St. Paul, your Lordſhip argues, that he hath 
none above him upon Earth, to queſtion, cenſure, or pu- 
niſh him; and that he is accountable to none but God. 
1. In Anſwer to this, I might here put your Lord- 
ſhip in Mind, that St. Paul hath guarded his own Ex- 
Preſſion very cautiouſly and judiciouſly ; that he tells 
Subjects, not barely that the Magiſtrate is the Miniſter 
of God, but that he is rhe Miniſter of God to them for 
Good; which maniteſtly ſhews that he is ſpeaking in 
general, with reſpect to the Nature and Deſign of the 
Office; which is the Ordinance of God, as your Lord- 
ſhip before explained it, in this Senſe, becauſe it 1s a- 
grecable to his Will, that ſo good and uſeful an Of- 
F fice ſhould be kept up in humane Society. But all this 
= ! reaſoning falls to the Ground, when once it is ſuppo- 
ed that the Magiſtrate is not the Miniſter of God; as 
It is impoſſible he ſhould be, in any thing diſagreeable 
to his Will. I mean in the Senſe now contended for. 
Granting therefore, that in his Office he is the Miniſter 
of God; yet in contradicting the only Deſign of his Of- 
fice he cannot be ſo: nor can the Argument hold 
200d. This hath been argued at large ia a /ate Treatiſe, 
concerning the Meaſures of Submiſſion: Nor hath the 
leaſt Reply been given to it, helides general and po- 
itive Affirmations to the contrary. | 
2. | might likewiſe put your Lordſhip in Mind, that 
every Perſon in the World, who is the Inſtrument of 
Good to us, is the Miniſter of God to us for Good. And 
this may be affirmed of them without any ſuchuniver- 
ſal and unlimited Inference as this: Which is ſuffici- 
ent to prove, that the Magiſtrate's being called the Mi- 
ter of God, or in the Apoſile's Words, the Miniſter of 
God to us for Good, cannot juſtifie any ſuch Inference. 
3- I will beg leave to ſhew your Lordſhip, that the 
Magiſtrate's 1 a Commiſſion for one particular 
Work, immediately from God, ought not to be an Ar- 
gument, in your Zordſhip's own Judgment, to prove 
that there is none upon Earth that may queſtion, cen- 
ſare, or punifh him. Your Lordſhip contends, p. 16. That 
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his Commiſſion is not abſolute and unlimited, but confined 
to one Purpoſe, viz. that of Civil Government. Your 
' Lordſhip contends, that, for another Purpoſe, the Eccle- 


WE 


ſiaſtical Officers have received likewiſe a Commiſſion 


from God; and are the Miniſters of God as properly, 
for the Ends of their Office, as the Magiſtrate is for the 


Ends of his. Yet, tho? they be the Miniſters of God, and 


his Servants only; it doth not follow, according to 


your Lordſhip, that there is none upon Earth to queſtion, 
| cenſure, or puniſh them. From whence I argue, That the 
being the Miniſter of God, in the moſt proper Senſe, 
is not, of it ſelf, an Argument to prove ſuch an Ex- 
emption as is here mentioned: For if it were, then 
would the Eccleſiaſtical Officers be exempt from that 
Reſtraint, and Cenſure of the Civil Magiſtrate, under 


3 
. 


which your Lordſhip hath concluded them in all things, 
but thoſe which their Commiſſion empowers them to 
do. I would not willingly be miſtaken ; and therefore 


I add, that what Jam now faying is this, That the be- 
ing l called the Miniſter of God, or the being 
actually commiſſioned by God for one particular 


Work, doth not, of it ſelf, prove the Perſon ſo com- 
miſſioned abſolutely exempt from all Queſtion and Cen- 
ſure. And this I was led to ſay, by your Lordſhip's Ar- 
gument drawn from hence. The Truth of the Matter 
ſeems plainly this; That, as the Commiſſion of the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel cannot exempt them, in Caſes in 
which they are void of all Authority, and to which 
their Commiſſion Teacheth not; ſo cannot it be proved 
barely from their Commiſſion, that Magiſtrates are ina 
more exempt Condition. For a Commiſſion gives an 
Authority, and conſequently a Superiority, only in 
thoſe Points to which it extends it ſelf ; leaving all 


others as it found them. Your Lordſhip well obſerves, 


that they can act with Authority no farther than their 
Commiſſion Teaches. Conſequently therefore, they can 


have a Superiority no farther than their Commiſſion 


reacheth. And it follows infallibly from hence, that 
their Superiority vaniſheth in thoſe Inſtances in which 
they act without, or againſt their Commiſſion, One of 

| A 4 theſ e 
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that of Magiſtracy? If he could, as he certainly did; 
ITE _ then 


[8] 


miſſion given by God to Magiſtrates, gives them a poſi- 


tive Authority to act againſt the Ends of their Inſtituti- 


on, and the Deſign of their Commiſſion; or that they 


remain Supreme, even in thoſe Caſes in which they 


have no Authority; and in which they cannot be the 
Miniſers of God,; tho' it be their Authority only, and 


their being the Miniſters of God, that gives them this 


Supremacy. Nor ſhould this, methinks, ſeem ſo ſtrange to 
your Lordſhip, ſince the Caſe of a Mayor in a Corporation, 


who, after his Election, is not accountable to thoſe that 


chuſe him, but to the Queen, by whoſe Commiſſion he acts, 


(by which Inſtance your Lordſhip very unfortunately | 


endeavours to illuſtrate your Poſition) may be found 


to help us very much in diſcovering the Truth of this 


Matter. For the Commiſſion given to this Mayor, makes 
him not ſuperior to any in the Corporation, unleſs it be 
in the due Execution of the Office he is called to. Nor 
will the ſupreme Governour cenſure or puniſh any Free- 


man for oppoſing this Mayor, in any Caſes but thoſe 


to which his Commiſſion reacheth, Nor doth the King 
or Queer by this Commiſſion exempt him from an Equa- 


Tity in other Inſtances. And in all Caſes where the 


theſe two Points muſt be proved, either that the am- 


Danger is imminent, Violence is allowed to be repel- 


led with Violence, and the ſame Behaviour which is 


allowed in the Caſe of Equals. Nor doth his being, in 
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other Caſes, the King's Miniſter, exempt him. TheAp- 
plication is ſo plain, I need not make it; and your 


- Lordſpip affirms that the Caſes are parallel. If ſo, then 


the being the Miniſter of God, and commiſſioned by 
him, gives the Supreme Magiſtrate a Superiority over the 
governed Society no farther than is conſiſtent with the 
Safety and Happineſs of the Society, for which alone 
he was commiſſioned. * ; 

4. Doth your Lordſhip think that St. Paul could not 
intend his Exhortations to have reſpe& to deputed 
Magiſtrates, as well as the Supreme; and that he could 
not poſſibly underſtand by the higher Powers, and his 
general way of Speaking, al in ſo uſeful an Office as 
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then deputed Magiſtrates, as well as the Supreme, are 
called by him the Miniſters of God: and this alone will 
deſtroy your Lordſhip's Argument drawn from that 
Title. Nay, Are not deputed Magiſtrates the Miniſters 
of God, and may they not juſtly be called fo, who help 


to execute ſo uſeful an Office? And yet we fee, this 


cannot prove ſuchan Exemption as your Lordſhip ſpeaks 
of: therefore, neither will this alone prove it for o- 


thers. And with reſpect to the Caſe of deputed Magi- 


ſtrates, It is obſervable, (what hath been often quoted 
by the Patrons of Paſſive Obedience) that our Lord told 
Pilate, that his Power was from above. But he being a 


dieputed Governour, was undoubtedly accountable to 


Man : Which ſhews that a 2 being called 
the Miniſter, or Servant of God, doth not imply in it 


what is by ſome deduced from it. But, after all, 


5. I muſt intreat your Lordſhip not to think that I 
am contending for the Words Account able, or Cenſure, 
or Puniſhment. | know none who are ſolicitous about 
them. All that is contended for with any Zeal, is this, 
that there ſhould be a Right left in the governed Society 
to preſerve it ſelf from Ruine and Deſtruction : 


Which is a Point that your Lordſhip hath not touched 


upon. The Commiſſion of Fathers 1s from God ; and 
their very Perſons are pointed out by him: Yet was 
it never doubted, as I know of, that, ſhould a Father 
be ſo outragious, or mad, as to attempt the Lives of 


his Children, his Hands may be tied, and Self-Defenſe 


be juſtly praiſed by them. Nor do I know that ever 
any one, merely for ſaying this, was reviled, or 
thought to diſſolve all Filial Obedience. His being the 
Miniſter of God therefore, let it make him never ſo 
unaccountable to his Children; yet doth it not, in 
the Caſe of Habitual or Actual Madneſs,take from them 
the Right of Self-Defenſe. So likewiſe, let the Magi- 
ſtrate be, in never ſo proper a Senſe, the Miniſter of 
God; and never ſo unaccountable, never ſo much ſupe- 
rior to his Subjects; yet doth not this in the leaſt de- 
veſt the governed from the Right of Self-Defenſe, and 


 Self-preſervation: As we ce in all other parallel In- 


ſtances 


} 
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{ances whatſoever, that Superiority in one doth not 
rob others of the Right of Self-defenſe. And with 
ſubmiſſion, my Lord, if the Caſe had been put after 
this manner, every one at firſt view muſt have ſeen 


the little force of the Argument now before us. 


And what I have been ſaying holds true, whatever 
the Original of Government were, and whenceſoever 
Gevernours have their Authority. But becauſe your 


Lordſhip hath thought fit to enter into that, I beg 


Teave to follow. 


II. In giving an Account of the Authority by which 


Mapgiſtrates act, your Lordſhip is not content that an 
humane Inſtitution ſhould have an humane Authority, but 


contends that the Power of the Magiſtrate mult be im- 
medfately from God. 85 | 
1. Your Lordſhip's firſt Reaſon is, becauſe he can 


have this Power no other way, p. 9. for no Man thath 
z originally and eſſentially in himſelf, (which ſome Men 
will think a very great, and too large a Conceſſion ;) 


and that he can't haue it from the People, is evident 
kecauſe it is ſuch a Power as the People never had, nor 


could have, and what they have not themſelves, they 
can't give to another. The Power which your Lordſhip 
inftanceth in, is, the Power to cut off evil Doers, 1. e. 
Enemies to the Society: And this your Lordſhip af- 
firms that the People never could have. No Man 
bath Power either over his own Life, or over his Brother's, 
On the contrary, I do affirm, and hope to prove, 
7. That, for the Sake of public Good, a Man is allow- 
ed to have ſuch Power over his own Life, as to con- 
tract that, when that requireth it, it ſhall be given 
up; which 1s all that is pretended in the Caſe of 
Civil Government. This is plain from hence, that 
when a, Soldier voluntarily liſts himſelf into the Ser- 
vice of his Country, he contracts in effect to this Pur- 
poſe, that when his General commands him for the 
Publick Service, and it becomes neceſfary for his 
Conntry's Good, he muſt and will venture where he 
is ſure to loſe his Life. So likewiſe in Civil Govern- 
| ment 
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ment, a Man may have the ſame Power over his own 
Life, voluntarily to contract, that when the publick 
Good requires it, and the Mag iſtrate ordains it, he 
will ſubmit. But your Lordſhip's Argument, drawg 
from a Man's not having Power or Authority to lay 
violent Hands upon himſelf gives the Queſtion 4 
wrong turn, and is apparently of no weight; ſince 
it will as well prove that a Man may not voluntarily 
enter into the Military Service. There is, I hope, 
a great Difference between a Man's violently ſending 
himſelf out of the World, at the time, and after the 
manner, which the public Good doth not require; 
and his contracting to give up his Life to the Conſi- 
deration of public Safety: And a Man may have 
Power to do the one, tho” not to do the other. And 
becauſe this may be thought not fully to touch the 
Point, I add, what will come nearer to the Caſe in 
hand, that, ſuppoſing no fixed Magiſtrate, or General, 
a Nieghbourhood of Perſons, in danger from Robbers 
and Murtherers, attempting their Ruine, may jointly 
conſent to go out againſt theſe Enemies: and any 
particular Man hath ſuch a Power over his own Life, 
that He may with Honour, voluntarily run upon in- 
evitable Death, knowing that He doth ſo, in order to 
1uſtain the firſt onſet of theſe Enemies, and for the 
Satety and Security of his Neighbours. And as He 
hath this Power in himſelf; ſo, ſuppoſing a General 
choſen by him and others, he doth by this Choiſe 
transfer this Right to the General, and oblige himſelf 
to do the ſame at his Command, which he might him- 
ſelf voluntarily do before. But, 
2. It is of ſmall Importance to this Ozeſtion, whe- 
ther a Man have any ſuch Power over his own Life, 
or no; if ſo be that he appears to have it, in ſome 
| pray) Caſes, over the Life of others. Now, 1. 
1he Qzeſtion being here, what Power Men have, be- 
fore there is ſuppoſed a fixt Governour of a So- 
clety, your Lordſhip ſeems to forget this, when 
you ſay that a private Man would be a Murtherer 
ſhould He, of his own Head, kill even a Maleſactor. 
: 1 . For 


FF 
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For tho” this may poſſibly be true, in ſome Caſes, © 
ſuppoſing a Government fixed; yet ſuppoſing no fixed 
exvil Government, this is ſo far from being true, 
that he would be a public Benefactor, who ſhould kill 
a public Enemy. As Cain thought it but juſt to fear, 
that all would be armed againſt a Murtherer, as an 
Enemy to the whole Race of Mankind, and had a 
Right to defend themſelves from ſuch an one. So 
likewiſe ſuppoling a Band of Deſtroyers coming down 
npon a Place not yet ſettled under Civil Government ; 
have not the Inhabitants ſuch a Power over the Lives 
of theſe Robbers, as to enter into a voluntary Aſſoci- 
ation, and take Arms to defend themſelves by de- 
ſtroying them? And may not they transfer this Right _ 
of Self- Preſervation, by empowering one, or more 
Perfons, to ordain, and do, what ſhould be necefſary on 
all fuch Occaſions: and ſo give to them a Power over 
the Lives of others, as truly as any civil Magiſtrate up- 
on Earth hath it? And if in a State, in which no eſtE:- 
blifhed civil Government 1s ſuppoſed to be ſettled, (and 
ſome ſuch there actually yet are in the Wildneſſes of 
the Earth; ) Private Men have certainly this Right, 
which is no more than that of Sel , defenſe and Self- 
preſervation; then they may certainly transfer and 
convey the Exerciſe of this Right, in all ordinary _ 
Cafes, to one or more Perſons, 7.8 the greater Secu- 
rity of Public Happineſs. And that they have not 
this Right, upon ſuppoſition of no civil Government 
ſettled, your Lordſhip hath not attempted to prove. 
But this is not all, for, 2. When a civil Government is 
actually ſettled, there are extraordinary Caſes in 
which Private Men may juſtly kill Malefaors, of their 
n Head, as your Lordſhip expreſſeth it; and conſe - 
quently, have ſuch a Power over their Brother's Life, 
4 


[ | as ycur Lordſhip is pleaſed to deny them. As in Caſe , 
i of a ſndden and violent Attaque upon their Lives, 
| and the Lives of their Family, in which an Appeal 
denuot ſoon enough be made to the Magiſtrate, they 

have a gatural Right to kill the Attempters, reſulting 

rom that Right to Sef-preſervation given them by = | 


11 


7 And theſe things are ſo plain, that I cannot help ex- 


preſſing ſome Aſtoniſhment to find a Perſon of your 


h Lordſhip's Judgment, and great Abilities, overlook» 
ing all this, and urging only a few Affirmations to 


the contrary. All this ſhews that Men have ſuch 
a Right to Self-defenſe, (which implies in it often, 


by neceſſary coaſequence, a Power over the Lives of 


others; ) as is ſufficient to convey to civil Magi- 


' frates, agreeably to the Will of God, all that Power 


over the Lives of others which they can juſtly claim, 
or lawtully put in Execution. Nor can help obſerv- 
ing that our Parliament hath openly aſlerted the ori- 
ginal Contract between King and People, as the Foun- 
dation of civil Authority; the ſame Parliament, my 
Lord, which laid the Foundation of that Alteration in 
the Succeſſion to the Crown, which your Lordſhip de- 
fends in the former of the Sermons juſt now mentioned; 
and that Parliament to which we owe all the Happi- 
neſſes we enjoy, or hope for. | 
2. Your Lordſhip is not content with this Argument 
only, to deveſt the People of all pretenſion of being 
the Original of civil Authority: But is pleaſed to add, 
that the Poſition is directly contrary to what the A- 
poſtle affirms, That there is no Power but from God, A 
way of Interpretation which will as well prove all 


 Uſurpers, all Robbers in Power, to have a Commiſſion 


immedmtely from God! whereas your Lordſhip knows 
(and hath obſerved it in this very Sermon 1n the Caſe 
of Nebuchadnezzar) that the Scripture uſeth this Ex- 
preſſion in many Caſes where the Providence, the per- 
miſſive Providence, of God only is concerned; and where 
there can be no Commiſſion from Him poſſibly ſuppoſ- 
ed. And here St. Paul ſpeaking of Magiſtrates; It is 
moſt reaſonable to interpret theſe Words, that there 
are none poſſeſs'd of Authority for the good of humane 
Society; (which is the Magiſtrate's Autbority; ) but 
that this Authority is of God, agreeable to, and 
founded upon, his Will. And all that your Lordſbip 
thinks fit to make of this, and the like Expreſſions, 
in the former part of your Sermon is, that it is _—_— 

„„ able 
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and ſome ſhould Obey, in humane Society. But who 
can believe that St Paul intended by ſuch an Expreſſi- 
on at once to condemn that Doctrine, that the Power of 
the Magiſtrate is originally derived to Him from the 
Contract or Conceſſion of the People? I am ſure when 


your Lordſhip can prove that the Apoſtle deſigned in 


theſe Words to contradict and condemn this Notion 
rightly underſtood ; I may undertake to demonſtrate, 
that by thoſe other Words, The Powers that be, are 
ordained of God, the Apoſtle meant to aſſure us that 
the very Forms of Government, and the. Perſons govern- 
zng, were then, and are always, pointed out by the 


immediate Voice of God. And indeed, I ſhall not 


doubt, by the very ſame Argyments by which your 
Lordſhip will prove that St. Paul condemned the one, 
which you are pleaſed to condemn, to prove that St. 
Paul did likewiſe as poſitively condemn the other, 
which you are pleaſed to maintain. And if your 


Lordſhip think it abſurd to hold that the very Perſons 
governing are ordained by God immediately, notwith- 


ſtanding the high Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, I hope 
others may the more eaſily be forgiven, who uſe not 


greater Latitude in interpreting the one Form of Ex- 


preſſion, than your Lordſhip doth in the Interpretation 


N 
N 


able to the Will of God, that ſome ſhould bear Rule, i} 


of the other. And why your Lordſhip allows not the _ 


{ame Latitude in both, I cannot well imagine. 
3. Another Argument I find added, v:z. that the 


Notion, now condemned by your Lordſhip, is plainly 


grounded upon a Suppoſition falſe in Fact, viz. that 
there was 4 great Number of Men living before the Inſti- 
tution of Civil Government, which whole Multitude of 
Men had then, by natural Right, the ſame Power over 


ſengle Men, which is now exerciſed by the Magiſtrate : 


W hich your Lordſhip denies to be true, becauſe every 
Man deſcending from Adam and Eve, in his natural Ca- 
pacity, is born à Subject to his own Parents, and, in his 


political Capacity, to the Chief Governour of that State, of 


which, at his Birth, he becomes a Member, p- 11. 
But, | | | 


ö 


© Crwil Authority are two ſo diſlin& Things, that tho? 


15 | 

1. Your Lordſhip in the ſame Place grants that chi 
indeed might poſſibly have been true in Caſe this Multi- 
tude had 1 

remembring that you had before maintained, that 
the Power of the Magiſtrate could not originally be 
in the People, for reaſons inconſiſtent with this way 
of arguing. For what ſignifieth it in this Caſe, 


whether they come into Being all at once, or no; 


if the Power of Life and Death, which is in the Aa- 
giſtrate, be, as your Lordſbip hath before declared it, 


of that Nature, that no private Man, or Company 


of Men, can have any Thing of it in themſelves to 


communicate to any other? For if Men had all 
ſprung up together, they could have had no more 
Power over their own, or their Weighbour's Lives, 


than they have now they are born one of another. 


Or, if your Lordſhip will give me Leave to make Uſe 


of this Conceſſion, that the Power of the Magiſtrate 
might have been derived from the People, had Man- 


kind been created all at once; then I muſt argue, 


that all that your Lordſhip hath ſaid before, concern- 
ing the Power of Life and Death, 1s of no Import- 
ance to the Cauſe. | 


2. Your Lordſhip is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh between 


the Natural and Political Capacity of a Man born into 
the World: From whence 1 argue, that 2 Man may 


poſſibly be born free in his Political Capacity, tho? not 


free from all the Subjection due to a Father and Mo- 


ther, in his natural Capacity; and conſequently, if 


Civil and Paternal Government differ, as your Lordſhip 
ſeems to think, it will not prove, that there was not 
2 Number of Men in the World before the Inſticu- 
tion of Civil Government, to allege that Men are born 
one of another : It will not prove that there always 
was 2 Civil Government, to allege, that there was al- 
ways Paternal Government, The Right to paternal Au- 


 trhority is a natural Right: But your Lordſhip aſſures 


us often, that no one hath a Natural Right to Civil 
Government, and conſequently, ſay I, Paternal and 


Man 


en all created at one and the ſame Time : Not 


: 
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Man be not born free with reſpe& to the one, yet he 


_— with reſpe@ to the other ; and his being bora, - 
an 


conſequently born under Subjection to paternal 
Authority, which is a natural Right, ſignifieth nothing 
to prove that there might not be a great Number born, 
before the Inſtitution of civil Government, to which 
there is no natural Right. 


3. Your Lordſhip's Argument againſt this Freedom 


is this, Every Man, ſince the Firſt, is born a Subject 


to his own Parents in his natural Capacity; and, in 


his political Capacity, a Subject to the civil Government 
under which he is born. Now the Thing to be prov- 
ed was, That there never was a Time without civil 
Government. The Subjection to Parents, I have ſhewn, 
in your Lordſhip's own Judgment, to have nothing to 
do with the Freedom we are now ſpeaking of. And 
for what your Lordſhip adds, that every Man ſincethe 
firſt is born, in his political Capacity, a Subjeft to the chief 
Governour of the State, of which he is born a Member; 
this is taking the Thing for granted which is the 
4 in Diſpute. For the Point in Debate is, in 
effect, this very Thing, whether every Man, ſince 


the firſt, was born a Subject, in a political Capacity, to 


a Civil Governour : And your Lordſhip here proves it, 
barely by affirming it; which will not effectually 
convince thoſe who ſeek for Reaſons for what is 


afhrmed. | 


4. If there be no ſuch Thing as a Natural Right 


to civil Government, as your Lordſhip ſaith, then 
there muſt be a State of Equality preceding the In- 


ſtitution of it; and it muſt inevitably be founded up- 
on a voluntary Compact and Agreement, without which 


no one Perſon could have any more real, authentic 
Right to it than another. For if there were not an 
original State of natural Equality with reſpect to civil 
Government ; then certainly there muſt be, in ſome 


particular Perſon or Perſons, 4 natural Right to civil 


Government. But your Lordſhip aſſures us there is no 
ſuch Thing ; therefore it follows, with a mathemati- 
cal Evidence, that the State of Nature, with reſpect 


to 
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th civil Government, is a State of Equality. And [ 
cannot but wonder to find that your Lordſhip can urge 
ſuch ſort of Arguments as ſeem inconſiſtent with 


your own Conceſſions : Eſpecially conſidering that 


your Lordſhip hath not thought fit in the leaſt to conh- 
der what hath been largely ſaid by ſeveral Writers 
in Anſwer to this Argument, or to hint the d 
Conſideration which might furniſh a Reply to them. 
Nor can I wonder leſs, to find your Lordſhip declar- 
ing, p. 4. that the Title of the firſt Kings that ever were 


in the World was moſ# probably only their Paternal Right 


to rule and govern their own Children and Deſcendants: 
For this Paternal Right is a natural Right, and there- 
fore cannot be thought by your Lordſhip to be a 
Right to civil Government over their Deſcendents; be- 
cauſe you ſay, there is no ſuch Thing as a rataral 
Right to that. That the Fathers of Families might be 


Men, to be Civil Governors likewiſe, hath been thought 
probable by many wiſe Writers; or that their civil 


' Government might have been ſubmitted to, tho' ta- 


ken up by themſelves without any formal Choice: 
But then their Right to this could not be the Paternal 
Right; but was . upon that voluntary Chorge, 
or Submiſſion. Your Lordſhip therefore hath deveſted 
the firſt Kings, (who probably had the beſt Titles 


in the World) of all Tirle to their civil Power, by 


fixing it upon a Paternal, which is a natural Right 3 
and at the ſame Time declaring, that there 1s no 


ſuch Thing as a natural Right to Civil Power, and 


making 4 Diſtinion (as there is indeed a moſt ma- 


nifeſt one) between Mankind in a natural Capacity; 


and Mankind in a political Capacity. 


5. There are at this Day, and have been in every 
Age, Inſtances of People in the unciviliz'd Parts of 
the World, without any eſtabliſhed civil Gent: 
And if ever Government comes to be rightfully 
ſettled amongſt them, it muſt be by voluntary Com- 
pact and Agreement; and, we ſes, hath been pre- 
ceded by a State of as great an Equality, with Redpect 
to civil Government, as id contended for by any 


Wiiter tht 1 Klon of, B 6. But 


at. firſt pitch'd upon by many Clans and Societies of 
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8. But J cannot fee what. mighty Advantage your Loraſpip would 
procure to the Cauſe you defend, could you demonſtrate that the 
Autherity of Governours comes from Cod, in the Senſe inconſiſtent 
with the Suppoſition of a Contract founded upon a State of Equa- 
lity, For ſince (as your Lordſhip allows) the Forms of Government, and 


the Perſons of Governours, were always, ordinarily ſpeaking, of hu- 


mane Determination; and theſe were certainly determined by Socteties 
of Men merely in arder for the greater Happineſs of Society, and for 


the good Execution of a particular Office: Since this is ſo, I ſay ; 


ſuppoſing their Authority (upon ſuch humane Appointment) to be con- 
veyed to them immediately from God himſelf, yet methinks, this Au- 
thority can be only ſuch as the Nature of their Office, and the Reaſon 
and Ground of the Contra# ſuppoſed to be made with them, neceſſa- 
rily require. It will be very difficult, I believe, for your Loraſhip to 
prove, that God doth give any. other Authority to the Perſons of Go- - 
wvernours, but what is founded upon the End propoſed in their Eledion; 
or that they can be ſuperior to the whole electing Society, by his Will, 


ia any Inſtances to which their Commiſſion doth not reach, and in 


which they deſtroy the very End of their Commiſſion given them by 


God, as well as of the Charge of good Government repoſed in them 


by this Soczety. Nay, your Loraſbip declares, that their Commzſion from 


God is limited; and for one Purpoſe only: From whence it follows, 


that their Superiority is limited; and (to come to a plain Inſtance) 
that in the Caſe of Governours attempting the Ruine of a Nation, 
they are without Commiſſion, and ſa without Superiority ; the Conſe- 
quence of which is, that, in this Caſe, Self defenſe is a moſt neceſſary 
and lawful Practice. There are Kingdoms which are Elective: as part 
of our own Legi//atrve Conſtitution is. Now when the Electors of ſuch 
a' Kingdom chuſe a King, expreſly to rule them according to their 
eftabliſhed Lam; and he knows, and ſolemnly agrees to it; how 
can his Commiſſion from God be any other than to do ſo ? And how 
can he pretend to any Superiority in doing the contrary ? And how 
is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, that he hath immediately Authority from 
God to change this into an Hereditary Kingdom, by his own Ad, and 
the People all obliged to ſubmit to ſuch a Change? How is it poſſible 
that he can have Authority to do this, unleſs it be in his Commiſſi- 
on? and which way it can be in his Commſron, it is paſt the Skill of 
the ableſt Head to determine, unleſs God can give a Man a Commiſſi- 
on to deſtroy thoſe very Ends for which he was elected; and which - 
he. voluntarily hath ſworn to anſwer, Again, who can imagine that 
our Parliament, choſen by the People to maintain our Conſtitution, and 
enact wholſom Laws, can receive immediately Authority from God to 
ruine it, if they think fit ; and to conſent to the turning. it into an ab- 
ſolute Monarchy ; nay, to the ſubjeRing it to the King of France, or of 
any other Country; and the People, in a State of Damnation, unleſs they 
meekly ſubmit to all this, which neither Elected nor Electors ever 
dream't to be in their Commyſſion ? Yet all this; and much more, if 
poſſible, doth your Lordſhip effedtually affirm, whilſt you maintain 


the Authority of Governours to be ſuch, as that they can alter, annul, 
$1 | de- 
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deſtroy Conſtitution- by divine Right; and the Slavery of People to be 
ſuch, as that all muſt be patiently ſubmitted to. Theſe, ny Lord, are 
aſtoniſhing Poſitzons ; ſuch as are void of all Proof, and indeed only af- 
firmed. by your Lordſhip, Sermon, 1704. p. 17, 18, 19. For my own 
Part, I muſt be fo plain as to declare again, that I think it toucheth 
the Honour of Almighty God nearly, as well as the Happineſs of hu. 
mane Society, to introduce him as granting ſuch Commiſſions to Gover- 
nours; and affixing his Seal to what is contrary to his Will; as well 
as carries great Abſurdity along with it, to give them a Superiomty 
in thoſe Points which abſolntely contradict their Commiſſion, and by 
this ro take away from Inferiors all Right to Self-defenſe in all poſ- 
ſible Caſes. This is what is not done, I think, in any Cæſe but this, 
in which the doing it is of the moſt dangerous Conſequences 

7. This ſeems to me the Truth of the Matter. A Community or 


Neighbour hood of People living together, have a Right to defend them- 
_ ſelves againſt Robbers, and Murtherers, and Enemies; which includes 


ſuch Power over the Lives of them, as that they may deſtroy them 
whenever they, or any of them, meet with them. But finding this a 
State of no regular and eſtablithed Security, they reſolve to transfer 
this Right of Self-defenſe, or Power over the Lives of their Enemies, 1 


ſome particular Perſons; reſerving only to themſelves the Exerciſe 


Self defenſe, in thoſe Caſes in which the Magiſtrate cannot act for their 
ſafety. This is allowed to particular Perſons in all civil Governments 


that are ſettled, in Caſe of ſudden Atraques : And for the ſame Rea. 


ſon muſt be allowed to the Community, when the Magiſtrate refuſes to 
guard againſt theſe Enemies; and much more when he joins with them 
to bring on Ruine and Deſtruction This Right to Self defenſe, in 
Caſes in which the Magiſtrate cannot defend the particular Members 
of it, was never given up to him by the Members of the 
Community: Nor was it ever ſuppoſed by any to be taken from 
them by God. And conſequently the Caſe of Public impending Ruine 
from the Mag//irate himſelf being of the Number of theſe, this Right 
of Defending the Community in this caſe was nete given away by it, 
or taken from it by God. From the whole I think it evident, that the 
Magiſtrate hath no Authority, properly ſpeaking, but what the whole 
Community, or governed Society, have in themſelves, ſuppoſing no Ma- 
gifirate : and conſequently none but what may be transferred to Him 


by the governed Society. But if your Lordſhip (till be reſolved to date 


their Commiſſions from Heaven, and to affirm that they are immediately 
from God, accnrately and properly ſpeaking, I mutt beg leave to re- 
ply, that this Commiſion being, according to your Lordſhip, for the 
civil Government of the Society only, and limited to this Purpole z God 
Almighty may grant a Commiſſion to others for other Purpoles, as your 
Lordſhip well argues: and conlequently, ſay I, He may, notwithitanc'= 


ing this Commiſſion to the Mag iſtrate, give a Commiſſion, for ſelf-definſe 


and ſelf-preſer vation, to the Society it ſelf. And I will humbiy preſume, 


that ic hath pleaſed his Goodneſs actually to give this Commiſſion to the 


Community, till your Loraſbip is pleaſed to perform a Task 10 uietul to 
humane Society, as to prove the contrary. | 

III. That your Leraſbis ſhould ſo poſitively confine St. Pa, to 
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have in his Eye the Perſon of the Roman Emperor, and him ee 


not only as a vicious Man, but a very bad Governour, is very ſtrange. 


and unaccountable : When his Words are all manifeſtly applicable to 
the Office in general; when he declares, that there is no Power, no true 
Magiſtratical Authority, but of God, in which the Senate, how much ſo= 
ever their Power was impairgd, and over-awed, mult ſhare ; and in 
which deputed Governours may juſtly claim a Part, agreeably to what 
our Lord told Pilate, one of them, that his Power was from above; 
and agreeabiy to thoſe other 7exrs whick ſhew it to be the Concern 
of Chriſtianity, to preſs ſubjection to Magiſtrates of all Ranks, and 
which do command it in the ſame Words to the ſupreme.and the deput ea 
Magiſtrates, Nay, that St. Polycarp thus underſtood St. Paul, is plain 
from his applying the Expreſſion of the Powers ordained of God to the 
Proconſul, a deputed Officer, And that St. Paul deſigned what he ſaid, 
even to hold true of Nero, in his worſt EharaFer, is what I hardly care 
to repeat. I rather chuſe to believe St. Paul himſelf, who aſſures me, 


and all who can read him, that he isſpeaking of Magiſtrates, as a Ter- 


ror to evil Works, and a Praiſe to them that do well, and endeavouring 
to reconcile ſome fooliſh Men to the Office as it is ufeful to humane 
ſociety, and not to the Power employed in deſtroying all the Ends that 
it is deſigned to anſwer. And if all the Wit of Man, or Art of Logic, 
can make St Puls Reaſoning conſiſtent, or tolerable, ſuppoſing him 
to ſp:ak of Nero only, when he was, even in his own Conſcience, the 
Bu: then of the Earth, and the Plague of Society, I will then believe any 
thing that can be affirmed of this Apoſtle. But otherwiſe, your Lordſhip 
will ſay, (as I ſee 1 like Occaſion) he could mean no Magiſtrates 
then living. What? were there no good Orders then kept at all? No 
deputed Magi ſtrates who did their Duty tolerably ? No Acts of the 


Senate to which your Lordſhip will allow any Validity? No Power 


which they claimed that was to be obeyed, becauſe in ot her things it was 
over: power d by Force and Bribery ? None to be ſpoken of to a few 
private C hriſt ians, but the ſupreme Head, the great Emperour, of whom 
they knew little, and ſaw leſs? But ſuppoſing he was all that St, Paul 
had in View, might not this be wricten by him at the Beginning of his 


Reign, as hath been thought by good Judges, when he might be ſaid. 


to anſwer St. Paul's Character as well as moſt Princes? Can your 
Lordſhip demonſtrate that this was not the time of his Writing? Andif 


it were, can your Zoraſhip poſſibly think, that St. Paul would have ſaid 


the ſame of im, when che remains of Power in the Senate awoke, and 
fought after him for public Puuiſhment, which he ſaid when he was 
truly the Offer that he deſcribes a Magiſtrate to be? Let any one 
read the whole Paſſage in St, Paul, and try the Truth of what I have 
here alleged. | 5 | | | 
IV. In the 7hird Inforenę? drawn by your Lordſhip from your Inter- 
pretation of the Mag:#rate's being the Miniſter of God, p. 16. you 
lay the Duty of abſo/ute Non-xeſiſtance upon the governed Society. For 
your Lordſhip argues, that tho the Laws of earthly Governours be contra- 
ry to the divine Laws (in which caſe the Migiſtrate doth certainly exceed 
the Bounds of his Commiſſion) yet this doth not void their Authority. Thy 
ere the Mn;Fers of God for all this. In hat? I beſeech your Lord(hips 
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** Mot in this, L hope, in which they are without hisGommiſſon ;and in 


which they contradict his Commiſſion ; in ; which they are without all 
Authority, either in making the Law, or in annexing the Penalty to it. 
They therefore who refuſe to ſubmit both to the Law and to the Pe- 
ualty, do not reſiſt the Authority of Cod in this caſe, becauſe in this 
caſe there is none. But if your Lordſhip means, that they reſiſt a Per- 
ſon who is the Mini ter of God in other caſes, it is manifeſt this is al- 
lowed in the caſe of Neſiſtance to Foreign Invaders; and to a Parent 
who ſhould in a Fit of Madneſs command his Child to cut his Brother's 
Throat, under Pain of having his own Throat cut if he did not. Here, 


my Lord, is an Inſtance ſufficient to prove that Aſolute paſſive Obedi- 


ence, in ſome particular Caſes, is not due to a Perſon, who is the Mini- 
Fer of God, and acts by his Commiſim, not in theſe but in others. 
The ſame may be proved from hence, that an EccleſiaFical Miniffer's 


| | being the Minifer of God for one Purpoſe, doth not make it 


a Duty to ſubmit to him in what he is not the Min;ſter of Cod. 


All Arguments for ſabmiſiun in private Men to Puniſh- 
ments laid upon them without, and againſt the Commiſſion gle 
ven to Governours by God, muſt be taken from public Good, and 
not from their having that Authority in other things, which they are 
allowed not to have in theſe. But here is the Caſe, Suppoſe the Matter 
toucheth the whole Community; and the Happineſs of that be invaded 
by a Governeur, turned a public Enemy to it in the main part of his 
Conauct: Doth his having a Commiſſim from God for the contrary, 
make him not to be reſiſted in this? His Authority to rule well, 
which is all the Authority he ever had, is not indeed ſo made void, but 
that he hath that Authouty as long as he hath Power, But if he 
Cannot rule, without ruling to the Deſtruction of the Public, and to 
the univerſal Ruine of the Community, can it poſſibly be ſuppoſed, 
that it ſhould be God's Will he ſhould ſtill bear rule, when he gave 
him a Commiſion entirely for the Good of the Community, and for no- 
thing elſe ? Can it poſſibly be ſuppoſed that all Right to Self- preſerva- 
tion and Self- defenſe is taken from this whole Community, at a time 
when they are in effect, without any eſtabliſhed Governowr to defend 
and protect them? No more than it can be ſuppoſed that a Father, be- 
+ cauſe he hath a divineCommiſion to rule his Family, is not to be guarded 
againſt, ſhould: he be fo diſtracted as to ſeek the Lives of his Depen- 
\ + "gents ; or may not lawfully be put out of Rule, and Government; be- 
cauſe, as long as he hath Power, his Authority in thoſe Caſes, in which 


be hath Authority, is valid. | 
But if your Lordſhip recurr, as T ſee you do, to the general Declara- 


tion of St. Paul agaialt Reſiſtance, I beg of your Lordſhip to give à 


fair Account of this way of Proceeding, and to prove plainly, why it 


is, that this general prohibition of St. Paul's muſt be interpreted ab- 
P falutely, and declared to be without any limitation, when in our 
- Lord's own moit expreſs prohibition of Reſiſtance in Caſe of private 


injuries, Limitations and Exceptions are not only allowed, but con- 


and Probibitions in which all admit, and plead for them. If your 


; 
> tended for? Nay, when there are ſuch a Number of general Precepts 


Lodjbip lay, that pu#lis Good requires it, as you ſeem to ſay, when 
| — ou 


5 
| ft | 


| 


Cas J 


* 


you tell us, p. 29. That it 4s much for the Peoples good to be thus Put 


in ſubjeftiorto Magiſtrates, you muſt give others leave to wonder 


how it can poſſibly be for the Good of the People, Ci. e. every in- 


dividual Perſon, of what Rank and Quality ſoever, beſides the ſupreme 


SGovernour] to ſuffer themſelves and their Poſterity to be made miſera- 
ble at the Will of the ſupreme Governour, when they ſee they can fave 


themfelves if they will, andeſtabliſha better State of Things. It is 


juſt as if a Qua ler ſhould argue that it is for the good of all private Mex 
that they are forbid abſalutely to reſiſt Robbers and Cut-throats; it 
is for their temporal Security and Proſperity to let them come into 
their Houſes and cut the Throats of themſelves, their Wives, and their 
Children, when they might prevent this if they would. It is for their 


good to be thus put in Sabjection to their Enemies, But this I be- 


lieye, with ſome ſort of ſatisfa#ion, that as Nature it ſelf will not ſuf- 
fer the Quaker to practiſe according to this Doctrine; ſo neither will 


the powerful Law of Self-preſervation ever ſuffer a Nation of Men, of | 


the moſt paſſive Principles, to fit down contented with their Ruine, 
when they have it in their Power to keep it off. 
My Lor a, | | 
I will not trouble your Loraſbip much longer: but permit me to 
ſpealł a little freely, with all the deference due to your Station, and 
all that reſpect which I have for your Character. There was a Time, 
which mult be (till freſh in your Lordſhip's Memory, when Univerſal 


Ruine was thought to hang over the whole Community. At this time 


the People, (which is not a contemptible Word, ſignifying only Cob- 
ders and Tinkers, as ſoine make it,) the Lords, the Biſhops, the Genery, 
the Commonalty, were all under one common Senſe of Danger. 


Thofe of the Higheſt as well as Holieſt Rank, and of the beſt Quality, 


invited over a Prince With armed Men, to awe their Legal King, and 
force him into a Compliaxce : and this they did in their private Ca- 
pacity. Numbers joined themſelves to Him when He came. Nor 
do we account any part of our Excellent Queen's Behaviour more tru- 
Iy great; more lovely, or more beneficial, than the Part ſhe bore in 
this Tranſaction; when ſhe prefer'd the Safety of a Nation before all 
other Temporal Conſiderations z and encouraged by her Example 
this glorious Deſigns The ſame was done by ſome of my Lords the 
Biſhops, to their immortal Honour, with a Zeal beyond what is com- 
mon. A Revolution ſucceeded, which your Lordſhip acknowledgeth to 
have wonderfully ſaved both Church and State from Ruine. Upon this 
Foundation is built all our Happineſs, To this we owe the preſent 
Felicity of a Glorious and Beneficent Reign. To this we owe that 
Settlement in the Proteſtant Line, for which your Lordſhip is an Ad vo- 
cate, even ſo far, as to wiſh it had been fixed many Years ago, And 
now, my Lord, how muſt it ſurprize all who cau think, to hear it 
affirmed that it would have been good for the People to have acted as 
if they had been put under ſuch Subjection as your Lordſbip pleads 
for? That it would have been good for the Nation not to have 
invited over Arms, and not to have joined themſelves to them? 


And for their Temporal Advantage to have miſſed that op- 


portunity, and to have ſit down contented wich their Ruine, unleſs 
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5 Re gular Ferme prevented it? And how muſt it concern afl good 
Subjects, to hear 2 Man of your Loraſbip's Character, and Authority, 


all 
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e aſſuring the World, that her Maj eſtys Title is only that of a ſucceſifuł 
—Trfurpation; that Submiſſion to Her Government is indeed lawful, now 
© it is ſertled; but that the Foundarion of that Settlement was laid in a 
S dammnable Sin: to find that on a Day, {et apart to celebrate the Na- 
* _ trien's happineſs in Her Mujeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne, a Sentence 
t of Condemnation muſt be read againſt that Reſiſtanre, without which 
o she had never enjoyed either the Crown, or perhaps Her Life; and 
r all the Nobility and Biſhops, and others Wiio ſo bravely interpoſed, to 
* ſecure the Throne for Her Majeſty, and Her Majeſty for the Throne, 
> _ called, in effect, to Humiliation and Repentance? According to 
- What your Lordſhip hath delivered, we ought all unanimouſly to 
il move, that the Fifth of November may be changed into a Day of 
ff ſolemn Humiliation and Faſting, a Day of Reproach to tlie Nation, 
e, when the Arms of Reſiſtance landed, upon the Invitation, and to 


the Satisfaction, of the whole People? For, upon your Lordſhip's 
Principles, it was a Guilt, not to be wafhed out in many Years, till 
drievouſly repented of: And to be viſited in ſome terrible manner 
upon late Poſterity; as ſome think it hath been upon our Selves by 
along and expenſive War. And I muſt obſerve, that if it were 4 
Guilt, it was much more a Natzonal Guilt, than the Mnyther of K. Che 
I. For this we are aſſured by Authority was the Contrivance and 
Work of a few Miſcreants, againſt the general bent of the Nation: 
W hereas the Reſiſtance practiſed againſt K. James IT. was the Con- 
trivance and Work of all Ranks and Orders of Men, againſt the 
ben but of a very fen. 5 | | 
But I know your Loraſhip is too well pleaſed with the National and 
* Beneficial pon” con of this Rebellion, to proceed ſo far. Without 
it we had never had a » fo great an Ornament to the 
* Throne; nor Biſhops ſo great Ornaments to the Mitre; nor any 
thing of Property and Proteſtantiſm by this time lett. And ſince 
this is ſo, my Lord; ſince theſe are the Benefits which the Nation hath 
reaped by Reſiſtance ; ſince to Reſiſtance we owe that EfFabliſhment in 
the Proteſtant Line which your Loraſhip wiſheth had been many Years 
> ago made; ſince without it we had had an EFablifhment in the Popiſh 
Line, ſo much dreaded, I dare ſay, by your Lerdſbip; I may ask, 
what harm hath Ref#fance lately done either to the Queen, the Church, 


2 Zeal? And why ſhould that be abſolutely and entirely condemned as 
2 a damnable Sin, any more than Church. Separation, by which we got 
rid of the Ty of Rome. This is allowed to be lawful in ſome 
© Caſes; tho' the Allowance may be as much abuſed, and tho' Schiſms 
bed as damnable a Sin: and can your Lordſhip tell why the ſame way 
of proceeding may not be allowed in the Caſe of Refiftance ? All 
© Separation is not Schiſm ; All Church Reformation is not Church. De- 
ſtruction; All Killing is not Murr her; All ſpeaking Evil of a Man 
is not Slander ; All Swearing is not a Violation of the general Law 
: againſt Swearing ; All RefiFance to private Injuries, is not a Tranſ- 
Ereſſion of the general Goſpel-prohibition; And can your Lordſhip tell 


or the Nation, that it muſt be thus run againſt with fo unlimited a 
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nz all Reſfrance in a whole Nation ſhould. be called Rebellion, and 
the Praftiſers and Defenders of it, in any Caſe whatſoever, be fo of- 


ten doomed to eternal Damnation? It is wholly unaccountable by all 
Kules of Interpreting the Scripture, and moral Prohibitions. But not 
more anaccount able than to eſtabliſh a Government by deſtroying the 


Foundation of it; to reconcile Men to an Effabliſbment, by condemn- 


ing the Proceedings without which the Effabliſpment could not have been 

made; to be preaching up the moſt abſolute Paſſive Obedience under 
an Aadminiftration which needs not ſuch a Suppæt, and which de- 

- ferves not ſo bad a Complement, But however; if your Lorafhip © 


think it fit to endeavour to reconcile Men to the preſent Con#7tution, 
as far as your Lordſhip judgeth it proper, I hope yon will. pardon 
others, if tiicy endeavour, by fair and calm Reaſoning, to make them 
love and approve the very Grexnd upon which it ſtands : and whylſt 
the former of theſe Methods can be applauded, it is to be hoped that, 
by all candid Judges, the latter will not be thought againſt the In- 
tereſt of the Nation, or the Gowerninent. And as long as your Lordſhip, 
and thoſe of the ſame Mind, go on to defend and ſecure the EFabl;ſh» 
ment, by bringing an Oaium, at the ſame time, upon the Foundation 
on which itis built; and making the Goſpel to patronize the moſt ab- 
ject, and moſt univerſal Slavery; to the great Satisfaction and 
Mirth of the Common Enemies both of Church and State amongęſt 
us: So long, I believe, I may aſſure your Lordſbip, there will be a 
Spirit in ſome others to take what care they can that the Foundation 
| hall not be undermined, to the manifeſt Prejudice of that Eſtabliſh» 
ment; nor the Doctrine of Servitude impoſed upon whole Na- 
tions, to the Scandal of the Church, and the Diſgrace of Chriſtianity, 
And as particular Notice hath been taken, and diſtin Replies given 


long ago to every Poſition of your Lordſbip's, in favour of Abſolute 


Non-reſiſtance, as well as to every Argument that hath been urged by 
others ; which will be eſteemed, by all good Judges, a great Advan- 
tage to the contrary Cauſe : So, I hope, the ſame Method will be 
taken for the future with all plainneſs, and all Chriſtian Temper 
But I muſt obſerve, that neither your Zordſbip, nor any other Wri- 


ter, hath ever attempted to diſprove thoſe Replies that have been 


given; or to advance any thing but poſitive and general Afirmations 
againſt them: which will be always a wonder to thoſe, who know that 
Truth fears not the Light; or rather, that the Darkneſs of every 


Falſhood will preſently vaniſh, when the Light of Truth is brought 


year it. | - | | 
I beſeech your Lordſhip to pardon the trouble and boldneſs of this 
Aaadreſs from one whom a profound Veneration for your Lordſhip in- 


duced leriouſly to conſider what preceeded from ſo excellent and 


judicious a Perſon; and who aſſures your Lordſhip, with the utmolt 
Sincerity, that He is, with a very high degree of Reſpeft and Effecm, 


My Lord, - 
wur Lordſhip's moſt Obedient 
. Humble Seruanrt,, 8 
E IN I S. Benjamin Hoad i 
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aying this 
Elte to do, 


ever ſincerel/ expreſs d for your Lor 1 3 with all that 
Veneration which I will ever maintain ſor your E leo: 
pal Character; and with all that Serzau/nefs which ſo Im- 
portant a Subject requires: Being.thoroughly perſuaded 
within mv ſelf, that nothing can juſtify me in refurning a- 
ny thing unſuitable to that High and HolyStarion in which 
the Providence of God hath plac'd your Lordſhip ;, of in 
handling a Cauſe, in which the Honour of Religion, and th 
Happineſs of Humane Society are acknawledg'd, on à 
Hands, to be ſo nearly Concern'd, after a Ludicrous and 
Sporting manner. And the Method in which I propoſe to 
do it, I will now lay before your Lordſhip and the Reader; 
that it may be the better ſeen, whether I omit any thing 
material towards the doing all juſtice to your Lordſhip; 
or refuſe to pay a due regard to any thing of Importance 
to this Cane in M. 9 conan, See, 


* 


1, Lbegleave to give my own Reaſons for having before 
troubled your Loradſhip in N 


ſo Public 3 manner. 
AZ W 


, 


L | . 
4 | | 
UI. I am oblig d by the Laws of Common Juftice, to re- 


view all thoſe Paſſages, in which your Lordſbip complains 


that I have been guilty of Miſrepreſenting your Senſe, or 
of ſomething worſe ; | 

III. I deſign to conſider again thoſe Points, which your 
Lordſhip hath endeavour'd to defend againſt the Argu- 


ments which Ipreſum'd to urge againſt them. 


IV. I find my ſelf oblig d to make an Apology for the 


Concern Which I have ſhewn with Reſpect to the Subject 


now before us; and once more to ſpeak of the ſingular 
Importance of it to the preſent Happy Eftabliſhment. 


I. I beg leave to give my own Reaſons for having before 


troubled your Loraſbip in ſo Public a manner: And theſe 


were, the Inportance of the Matter; the Authority of your 


84751 and the Triumphs of Others. 
I. E 


Importance of the Matter; and this not only to 
your Lordſhip, or to my ſelf; but to the whole Nation of 
our Fellom- Subjects, who are allequally concern'd in this 
Debate. This your Lordſhip ſpeaks of more than once; 
and is free to acknowledge the Oneftion between us, to 
be of the utmoſt and moſt extenfive Importance: And 
therefore, ſince my Conſcience is as fully perſuaded of the 
Truth of what I have maintain'd, as your Lordforp could 


70 be of what You were pleas d to Publiſn to the 


orld; it is bat a natural Conſequence of this Perſua- 
ſion, that I ſhould repreſent to the World ſuch Confide- 
rations relating to this Cauſe, as appear d to me of great 


moment; unleſs b e other more prevailing Rea - 


ſons to make it unneceſſary, or improper. But, 
2. Your Lordfhip's Great Reputation, and that wide 
Influence which the Authority of fach a Name carries 
with it, was ſo far from being an Argument againſt this, 
which yet is the chief Subject of ſome Mens Severity) 


at it could not but help to determine me to it. There | 


is but lirtle danger, and little reaſon to appear, when 
Men, whoſe influence is very narrow, and whoſe Name 
carries but little impreſſion along with it, aſſert and 
maintain any Doctrines of Importance, which ftand in 
need of an Authority to ſupport them, and make them 


ſpread. But when a Perion, whole Character is Great 


and Powerful, Publickly aſſerts the ſame ; the more Ve- 
neration is paid to his Authority, the more necellity is 
there, in proportion,publickly to examinethe Arguments, 


0 6s 


* 
* 


2" 9 
and try the Foundations, upon 7 his Aſertians are 
5 "© built, Ind 1 would appeal to t 0 Perſons themſelves, 
who are now moſt offended upon this Head, whether, up- 
on Suppoſit ion that your Lordſhip had maintain d the con- 
trary Poctrines to thoſe wh you have g der they 
| would not be free to allow that the likelihood of many - 
Readers being carried into ſuch Errors by the Magic of . 2 
Great Name, Mas à powerful Reaſon why ſomething 
| ſhould be offer d to prevent this in as Public à manner 
as poſſible. Nor can | think it a ſign of the leaſt, dijre- 
ſpect but rather the contrary, that, having pal FOE | 
0 us | 


| ſo many, who have from time to time maijntain'd the 

> © ſame Doctrines, I was induc'd, on this account, to ad- 
- = dreſs yonr Lordſpip in ſo public a manner. Nor indeed 
- was it without-Reaſon that I thus jadged : For |; 
| 3. The Boaſts and Triumphs of others confirm'd me in 
this Judgment, and {till added to the neceſſity of my an- 
ſwering publickly to Such Deſians es as were made on this. 


* 


) 

f 

5 Account, When your Lordfoip'slalk Acceſſion Ser man ap- 
„ © peardin Print, it was the general Diſcouxſe of many, that 

ö now there was no farther need of an Anſmer to any thing 

| I bad written concerning the Meaſures of Submnſhon, that 
aur Lordſhip bad undertaken the - Cauſe, and in a very 
7 * 
ö 


en unan{werably demonſtrated the weakneſs, o 
my Principles; that ſince Thad publick! are on 
the contrary ſide, I opght now either pa lic Bs: ac- 

c knowledge my ſelf convinc d, or ſhew the Reaſons why 

: I was not. My Fate indeed was very hard, that if I Ai, nor 

- = Anſwer, it ſhoujd be eſteem'd a proof that I cou d no: And 
if { did, it ſhould be efteem'd an Argument of nothing 

but want of Modeſty and Humility. | However, leaving 

| ſuch Perſons to anſwer for their hard Cenſures, I thought 

| it but due to their demands to give them the Reaſons why: 

| others could not find that ſatisfaction in your Lordſhip's Ar- 

| —— which they expreſs d; as well as to ſhew the un- 

happy influence of thoſe Principles, of which they ap- 

pear'd ſo fond, upon the preſent happy Eftablifhmenr. 

| I know that where there hath been a particular and in- 

timate Friendſhip, or great Perſonal Obligations, Decen- 

cy ſeems to many to forbid apublic Application. I confels 
I cannot ſee Why; provided the Queſtion be of the utmoſt 

Importance, and the Application made with Gwility and 

; | eſpe}, But however that be; I muſt beg leave, for ſeveral 

„A ood Reaſons, to declare that I had no ſuch conſiderati- 


ons 


(6) . 
ens to render mine the leſs Lecent: Having never here- 
tofore had the Honour of any particulat or intimate ac- 
quamtance, or ſo much as of any Converſation with your 
Zordfbip but what hath been mix d, general, and accidental. 
= This, my Lord, is the true account of the matter. 
| Had the Cauſe been a Cauſe of Conſequence only to your 
| 


= ; Zordſbip, or my ſelf; or of any thing leſs than Univer» + 
| fall Þnportance Or had your Lordſhip been à Perſon of 
| ltttle or no Influenee or Authority in the World; or had ' 
not many exprels'd their Zeal againſt Men of contrary - Z 
Principles upon this occaſion, and demanded an Anſwer 
to what they thought unanſwerable: I confeſs I think 1 
| might have been juſtly blam'd, had I not continu'd who- 

1 ty Silent; or, had I not in a more private manner ad- 

li dreſs'd to your Lora/hip. And that this is the true ac- 
count of my great, and, according to ſome Men, unpar- 
donable Preſumption, I can produce very good Witneſſes, 

| as anexceptionable to your Lora/>ip as poſſible; who wilt | 
| reftify with what ReluFance I enter'd upon the Work; 

| nay, boy much refolvd I was againſt a public Addreſs 

to your Lorup on this occaſion, till many others, as 

| welt as my fetf, were fatisfied that theſe were ſuch Rea- 

. aut, as made it not only juſti able, bat neceſſary. Ho.]] 

if unkind therefore it is in your Loraſbip to repreſent me, as 
| _ violently aſſaulting your Lord/5p merely becauſe you are 
| „ an * Eceleftaſtical Governour, and as think-" | 
Jo ing it „ to my own Principles to do 
| Anſ. p. 10. fo, is paſt my Skill to expres in Words. I 
7 | mult leave it to your Lordfaip to conſide r 


| to which of my Principles this is agreea- 
ble: Whether it follows from my aſſerting a Right in 
the whole Govern d Society to preſerve it felf from being 
1 ruined by its Civil Governours, that I muſt therefore be 
| ready to aſſault a Bihop, merely becauſe a Biſhipis thought 


l by ſome People to be à fort of an Eeclefiaſtical Gouernour, as 
| Four Lardſbip expreſſeth your (elf ; or whether it follows 
| from my having taken a great deal of Pains to vindicate 
jj the Apoſtolical Iaſtitution of Epiſcopal Government, as to 


the Eſſentialt of it; that I muſt therefore think it agree - 
l. adle tomy Principles, in your Lordſbip's Phraſe, 0 fingle 
aut and ſet upon a Biſhap rather than any other Man, that 
wa more widoubtedly wy Equal or Inferior, And till it 
can be cleared, to which of my Principles it is agreeable, | 
wolently ta aſſault a Riſpop merely becauſe he is a 9 
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1 hope I ſhall bod ſo much favour With all eguitable Judget 


as to be believ d, When I aſſure them that] have here gen 
thetrue and only Reaſons of my troubling your Lord- 
ip in fo public a manner: As likewiſe hope that. the 
differing from your Lordſhip in judgment, and the repre- 


ſenting the Ground of this difference to the Work „Nin 
not pals with every Body for a violent aſſault upon Your _ 


Lordſhip. - L | 1 
As 2 the manner in which I have repreſented it; Lam 
very ſenſible that in the haſt or heat of Writing, ſome 
words or expreſſions may eſcape, which had better not 
have been uſed : And as {ace was utwilling to make al 
favourable allowances for others, ſo. I ſhall ever acknoW- 
ledge that I ſtand in need of them / ſelf. _ And. there- 
fore, if 1 have failed, in the leaſt degree, in perſonar de- 
gard to your-Lordſhip, or in the reſpe& due from an Tipe 4 
rior to a Superior; as I am ſure it is contrary to my de- 
ſign and reſolution, ſo am I ready to ask your Lorah1p's 
forgiveneſs. If I have made uſe of any word or expre- 
fon, which may. unneceſſarily, as well as undeſig edly, 
have proved diſguſtful to your Lordſip, I am much more 
ready to ret ract it, than ever I was to inſert it. But if 
in the handling ſo weighty a Subject, or in my æeal to 
ſnew its Importance to the whole Nation in its prefent 
Condition, the Argument it ſelf preſſeth hard; I àm not 
to be blanrd for that: Nor is this to be attributed to the 
want of Reſpect and Civiliry, but to the appearing Cegeng 


of Truth, and Reaſon, This ſatisfaction, indeed, 1 have, 


upon the Review, that I don't find your Loraſbip can 
charge me with any Ex preſſion irconſiſtent with 'a very 
great reſpect to your Character and Station; and on the. 
other hand, that I perceive thoſe who have been plea 

to ſpeak moſt freely of my Impudence, and 1'know mot 
what, have not been able to point. out any thing of that 
nature, but either the bare addreſſing to vent ordhid, 
which I have now. accounted for; or the preſſing an Are 
guunent farther than they could have wiſhed'z or the 


ſhewing the ineſtimable Advantages. of the late Neon. 


tion, and the Eſtabliſiment built upon it; and the evil 
Conſequence to the N Happineſs, of condenming's 

| the foundation of all the Civil happi- 
nels which we have, or which we hope for“ This, it 
ſeems, is the higheſt pitch of Belaneſs: And it is but 
Modeſty now at length to forget, and forgive thoſe who 


ſaved us! But I will not decain your Lordſbip any longer 


* F 


upon this Head, 


II. Lam now obliged, by the Laws of Common. Tuftice 
to review all thoſe paſſages, in which your Lordſbip com- 
Plains I have been guilty of miſrepreſenting - your Senſe, 
or of ſomething worſe : And theſe I ſhall —— in the 

order in which I meet with them in your Lordfhip's An- 

wer. a + y 

1. In the Conſiderations which I preſumed to offer to 
your Lordſbip, p. 4. I have theſe words, It deſerves ſeri- 
ay, and impartially, and frequently to be confidered whes 
ther the Nature, and End of. Government neceſſarily take 
away from the Governed part of Mankind, the Right of 
felf- Defenſe ? or whether the Goſpel of Jeſus Chrift hath ur- 
terly deprived them of any ſuch Right, and left them naked, 

and defenſeleſs againſt all pofiole attempts of their Gover+ 
ours? Then I add, your Lordſhip bath been pleaſed to ex> | 
reſs ſome zeal for the affirmative ſide of theſe Queſtions, 

T5 this your Lordſbip is pleaſed to ſay, p. 6. A Motorious 

Falſhood ! by meeting with which at the beginning of your 

Letter, your Reader may judge what fair Uſage of me, He 

[i & like to meet with in the reft of it. Before I reply to 

i! this, I beg leave to premiſe, . 705 
1. By Self-Defenſe here is to be underſtood, not that 

| which your Lordſbip calls Mere ſelf-Deferſe, about which 
= there never was any Diſpute between any two Writers, 
| and which 1 ſhall by and by ſhew to be No Real, but only 

a Nominal Self-Defenſe ;, but Self-Defenſe, in the ſenſe 

in which I have all along uſed the word throughout theſe 

| Confiderations 5 in which it was ever underſtood in this 
| Controverſy ;, and in which alone there ever was any 

q Debate about it. | | 1 OVER SOV 

| 2. I did not repreſent it here, as a blameable, or un- 

juſtifiable Thing, to ſay that the Goſpel hath deprived Men 
any natural Right; or forbid in ſome Caſes the exerciſe 
| f any natural Right; as any one would think from 

'Y your „A N Anſwer, p. 6. On the Contrary, many 

| will bear we Witneſs that I have often inculcated it, as 
| a peculiar precept of the Goſpel, in many Caſes, to recede - | 
from what we think our Right, for the good of our Bre- 

| thren, and the Public happineſs. But this is what I can+ 

„ not think reaſonable; that, when the inſiſting upon a 

Right, and exerciſing it, is abſolutely neceſſary to the 
| 1 Pre- 


preſervation of the whole Community, in this Cr the 2M 
fame Goſpel, which never would have commanded. che 
receding from the leaſt Right, bar for the ſake of the 
good of others, and of Public Happineſs, ſhould be'repre-. 
ſented 2s forbidding us to make uſe of 'a moſt important 
Right, when Public Good moſt manifeſtly is deſtroyed” 
| without it. On the contrary, I think it more conſiſtent 
to found both upon the ſame Public Good : Judging from 
that, when it is the duty of a private Man to recede front 
his particular Right; and when it is fit for a whole Com- 
munity to inſiſt upon what is a Right of general and uni- 
verſal importance. Having premiſed theſe two Obſerva- 
tions, I come now to anſwer to this Charge. And. 
1. What I here preſumed to fix upon your Lord/hrp, 
doth not neceſſarily relate to the Two Acceſſion- Sermons: 
For I was not enter'd wy the examination of them, 
when I faid this. I am fully perſuaded that your Lord- 
hip hath, upon many occaſions, been a great Advocate 
for that Abſolute- dere in Subjects, conſidered: 
as Subjects, and conſidered as Chriftians, which takes a- 
way from them all Right to that Self-Defenſe by Reſiſtance 
© which is neceſſary to the ſaving them from Ruine in ſome 
poſſible attempts of their Governours:* And I know your 
Lordſhip hath expreſſed a great zeal againſt, ſuch as have 
endeavoured to argue the contrary from the Nature and 
End of Government, and to anſwer the Texts of Scripture 
alledged for it. And therefore I fee not how it can de- 
ſerve ſuch a Cenſure to ſay ſo; except it may be account 
ed a notorious Falſhood, to expe Jour ſenſe truly with 
out uſing your very words, where I don't pretend to uſe 
them; or to ſay in general that your Lordſhip hath” ex- 
preſſed a zeal for a Dottrine, even ſuppoſing it be not in 
this, or That, particular diſcourſe, not yet expreſly re- 
fer'd to. But, N ein!; et 
2. Your TLoraſpip having produced my own teſtimony] 
that you have not touched upon the point of Self De ſe > 
and having thence infer'd the Notorious Falſhood of What 
I before had ſaid 3 I muſt therefore be at a little pains to 
Y explain what, I dare ſay, few ever imagined could be 
the ground of any ſuch Inference. In the Conſiderations, 
P. 15. I am returning, as 1 have been in the foregomg 
pages, an anſwer to your Lordſpip's arguing from the 
AMagiſtrate's being called the Miniſter of God, againſt bis 
being Queſtione d, W or his being — 
es | - „ 8 
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any thing accountable to any upon earth. And after 1 
have ſhewn that even this doth not follow from his being 


called the Miniſter of God, I thought it proper to add 


that your Lordſhip had not touched upon the point of 
Self-Defenſe. Now whoever conſiders that I am here 
anſwering only to your Lordſhip's way of managing one 
particular argument, cannot poſſibly imagine that I could. 
intend any thing more in this, than that your Lordſbip, 
in that particular argument, about which only Iwas then 
Nie, had not expreſsly handled the matter of Self- 


Defenſe, the very mention of which would perhaps have 


opened the eyes of many of your Readers : As I explain 
my ſelf in the next page, in theſe words. And with 
ſubmiſſion, my Lord, if the Caſe had been put after this 


manner, &c. But how it follows from hence, that 


it is a. notorious falſhood to ſay that your Lordſhip. 
hath, upon other occafions, or in other arguments upon 


the like ſubject, or in other parts of this very Sermon, 


laid ſuch a Duty upon the ſubje& part of Mankind as is 
inconſiſtent in ſome Caſes with ſelf defenſe or ſelf-preſer- 
vation, Will be very hard to ſhew. Nay, I will. go. far- 


ther, and ſay that I may maintain that in the handling 


of Ris parece: Argument your Lordſhip hath cautiouſly 
ay oided touching upon the point of Self- Defenſe; (for 


my obſervation. turns upon that) and yet without any 


inconſiſtency, and with a great deal of juſtice, may affirn 


that your Lordſhip hath endeavoured, under the Colour 
of other expreſſions not ſo eafily ſeen through, ( ſuch as 


Cenſure, Puniſhment, Accountable ) to deveſt the Govern- 


ed part of Mankind from all Right to any but a nominal 


Self-Defenſe As I dare ſay, Your Lordſhip was underſtood 


by all, as well by thoſe who could, as by thoſe who could | | 


not, agree with your Lordſbip in this way of arguing. 
Not that I would have it thought that this is all 1 have 
to ſay for preſuming to tax your Lordfaip with a zeal 


againſt that Self-Defenſe about which only there ever was | 


a Conteſt. : For, | 
3. I am now going to appeal to theſe very Sermons 
themſelves, which gave occaſion tothe whole Debate, and 


to produce ſuch Paſſages out of them, as may well juſt i- 


ty me from this unkind Charge; and prove to the World 
that your Lordſhip hath effectually deveſted the Governed 


part of the World of all Right to Self- De enſe. In that 
very part of your Lordfhip's Sermon, 1708. in Which you 
. | | "Rn infer 
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infer from the Magiſtrates being the Miniſter of God, 


that there is none upon Earth, to Queſtion, 3 
oſs 


Puniſh him, your Lordſhip is not content with t 
words; but applies in the ſame unlimited manner thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle, connecting them thus, And whoſo- 
ever reſiſteih the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. 
This I mention, not to find fault with the uſe of this ex- 
preſſion of the Apoſtles: But to ſhew that a Judicial Cenſue 
ring, and Queſtioning was not the chief thing in your 
Lordſbip's Thoughts when you wrote that Paſſage; but 
that under the Patronage of thoſe words the Reader 
was to be led to an inference againſt all Self-Defenſe by 
Re ſiſtance, as well as againſt all other Cenſuring, Queſtion- 
ing, Puniſping. The ſame is plain from your Loraſpip's 
Inſtance, p. 8. of a Mayor choſen by the Members of a 
Corporation: From which Members your Lordſhip doth 
there take away all Right to Self-Defenſe, except the 
Right to complain of him, or bear witneſs againſt him, to 
the King or Queen, in caſe of his Misbehaviour, who a- 
lone is to. judge whether he did Misbehave himſelf or not. 
In this fimilirude, theſe Members of a Corporation anſwer 
to the Governed part of Mankind: The Afayor- to the 
Governouy, or Governours, The King, from whom his 
Commiſſion comes, to Almighty God, from whom comes the 
King's Commiſſion. And is not N of this Similitude 
plainly to deveſt the Governed part of Mankind (whoſe 
Cafe is made the ſame with that of theſe Members of 
Corporation) of all Right to Self- Defenſe in the extremeſt 
Caſes, unleſs it be by complaining and bearing witneſs a- 
gainft their Governour, to Almigbty God from whom he 
had his Authority, and to whom only it belongs, accord - 
ing to this Inſtance, to judge whether he Misbehave him. 
ſelf or not, To go on tò p. 9. of the ſame Sermon. When 
Jon Lordſhip comes to apply this Inftance to the Roman 
Emperours, and to ſhew that the they were choſen by the 
Army or Senate, yet they were not accountable to 

or any upon Earth, nor to be Cenſured, Queſtioned, or 
Punifhed by any: I fay, when your Lordſhip comes to 
ſhew this, you do it, not by inferring the abſurdity of the 
Senate or People's formally fitting in Judgment upon the 


Emperour, but by alleging that the Apoſtle declares it to be 
unlawful for the Subjert | 


s to make Reſiſtance, and denounces 
Danmation to ſuch as dare to doit, From whence it 9 
appears that under the Covert of ſuch words as Cen 4 
VE 1 135 8 ö 2 * «% | * - an 


and Puniſhment, your Lordſhip meant to contend againſt 
all Self Defenſe by Reſiſtance : And that your Lordſhip had 
not in your thoughts a Cenſure and Puniſhment merely 

Judicial. And this Argument of your Lordſhip's is, as you 
your ſelf in this Anſwer contend, taken from the Natu- 
re, and End of Sovereign Authority, as well as from 
the Words of St. Paul: Upon which account I hope I 

may here take the liberty of juſtifying what I once ſaid 
and of ſaying it again, that your Lordſbip hath expreſſec 
ſome Zeal for theſe two points; That the Nature, and 
End of Government, and the Goſpel of Chriſt, have de veſted 
the Governed part of Mankind of all Right to Self-Defenſe 
in all poſſible Caſes, againſt their Governours. For I think 
I need go no farther than the management of this ſingle 
Argument to make it evident. The Unlimited Paſſive O- 
bedience which your Lordſhip laith upon Subjects, in your 
Third inference, p. 16. is likewiſe inconſiſtent with all 


Right to Real Self Defenſe in ſome poſlible attempts of a 


Governour, : | | 

To come now to the former Sermon referr'd to in my 
Conſiderations; Give me leave to examine what ſort of 
Privileges your Lord/hip is pleaſed in that to allow to the 
So verned part of Mankind. P. 8. your Lord/hip explains 
to the Subject, the expreſſion Fear the King, When thou 
can ſt not obey, thou muſt ſubmit, and that not only becauſe 
thou ganſt not help it, but altho thou cou dſt; if thou canſt 
not do as he bids thee, thou muſt take patiently the Puniſh- 
ment impos d upon thee for thy diſobedience: As likewiſe p. 13, 
This is the Duty of Subjects, your Lord/hip adds, to their 
Governours ; Not in the leaſt excepting, or making allow- 


ance for, a Cæſe that concerns the whole Body of Subjects; 


or making a difference between that, and a Cafe of the 
moſt private nature; as is plain from all your Lordſbip's 
declarations on this head, and from your laſt Anſwer. 
Your Lordſbip goes an p. 9, 10. to preſs Norn-reſiſtance, 
without any limitation. Page 12. your Lordſhip is very 
expreſs that it is not true Religion, and a well informed 
Conſcience, but an ignorant and miſguded Zeal, or a 
Form of Godlineſs without the Power of it that ever Arms 
Subjects againſt their Sovereign : This takes from the whole 
Body of Subjects, in the moſt extreme Caſes, all Right to 
Self. Defonſe. I pais by your Lordſpip's aſſerting, in this 
Sermon likewiſe,the Supreme Civil Powers to be Unaccounts 
able, Vncontroulable, and the like; By which, it may ap- 
14 | | W of 
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near from what I before ſaid that your Lordſbip takes as 
= from Subjects all Right to Self-Defenſe againſt them. 
I paſs by your Lordſbips laying the in iſpenſable Obliga- 
tion, and that in repeated words, upon Subjects to Ac- 
quieſce, and ſubmit to all Alterations in the form of Go- 
 wernment, of whatſoever fort they be; and this Obliga- 
tion deduc'd from the Nature, and End of the Governing 
Power ;, and ſhall only (rogue one Sentence more 9221 
28. where your Lordbip is ſhewing who they are who, 
in a Criminal Senſe, are given to Change. They eſpecially 
are moſt evidently given to Change, who, in caſe of any, whe- 
ther true, or ſuppoſed, Diſorders of State, go out of their own 
Way, and * to rettify or redreſs them: And this they 
certainly do, who being mere Subjects do uſe any other means 
to get their Grievances redreſſed, than only PRAYERS 
aud TEARS. In which words your Loraſbip doth effectu- 
ally take from Subjects all Right to Self-Defenſe in all poſſi- 
ble Caſes: Taking your Argument from the Nature of 
Subjection, and the State in which Subjects, as ſuch, are. 
Without looking, therefore, to any other of your Lord- 
 ſip's declarations, but what are contain'd in theſe Two 
Sermons, I hope it appears from what I have produc'd in 
your own words, that I ſpake not without Reaſon when 
[aid that your Lordſhip had expreſs'd ſome Zeal for the 
affirmative ſide of the 8 I mention d: For here it is 
evident that your Lordſhip hath endeavoured, both from 
the Nature and End of Government, and the declarati- 
ons of the Goſpel, to argue the Governed part of Man- 
kind out of all Right to Self-Defenſe, in all poſſible at- 
tempts of their Governours, And to deny this merely 
becauſe your Lordſhip hath never done it under the ex. 
preſs notion of Self-Defenſe, but by the help of other 
words ſignifying the ſame thing, is juſt as if 1, ſuppoſing 
I had always avoided the word Self-Defenſe, houtd deny 
that I ever pleaded for a Right, in Subjects, to Self. De- 
fenſe, becauſe I never uſed that word, but the word Refift- 
ance, For my pleading, for their Right to Refift in ſome 
Cafes, would not more effectually, upon this Suppoſition, 
prove that I had pleaded for their Right to Self-Defenſe 
than your Loraſip's having pleaded abſolutely againſt 
their Right to Reſiſt, will prove that you have pleaded a- 
gainſt their Right to Self-Defenſe, __ r har 
4. Nor is your Lora/ip's Mind at all altered: For in 
this very Anſwer with which you have Honour'd me 1:9 
Rd | ; tis 
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this Auſwer in which your Lordfhip declares you will not 
touch the matter of Self-Defenſe, your Lordſhip hath am- 


ply touched upon it, and effectually deveſted the whole 


Body of Subjects of all Right to Self-Defenſe. Of which 
I ſhall give ſufficient proof before I conclude this trouble. 
F. From all this appears the true meaning of your Lord- 
Hips words, p. 7. For (that I may not be wholy wanting 


In — I alſo am = free to grant that Mere 
en 


Self-Defenfe 2s one of the moſt innocent means, that the 
governed part of the Society can ſometimes uſe, to preſerve it 
felf from Ruine and Deſtruction, in Caſe o ſome poſſible at- 


zempts of their Governours: Which are enough to induce | 


a Reader, who doth not carefully lay things together, to 
think that your Zord/hip here was willing to grant ſome- 
thing abort which the Debate was. For if your Lord- 
Hip doth truly make me a Conceſſon, or truly grant any 


Thing ; it muſt be ſomething which was contended for. | 
And if your Lordfhip grants the lawfulneſs of that Self- 


Defenſe which I contended for, this will vindicate me 
from the heavy load which, m other places of your An- 


fwer. is laid upon me. But if your Lordfiip mean ſome- 
thing by Self-Defenſe, very different from what, it ts: 


plam from other Paſſages, your Lordſpip underſtands me 
to mean; and ſomething about which there never was 
any diſpute between any Two Writers in the World; 
then it is plain that your Loraſhip here makes no Conceſſion 
at all, and grants nothing at all. And indeed it is too e- 


. vident from the following parts of your Lordſhip's Anſwer, 


as well as from the Paſſages now produced out of the Two 
3 that by Mere 3 your Lordfhip here un- 

ritands the Self-Defenſe of Prayers and Tears; that 
the Self-Defenſe here in words granted to Governed Soci. 
eties, in order to fave them from Ruine, is no more of 
Self-Defenſe than what is conſiſtent with their being Ru- 
in d, in many caſes; no more than what is conſiſtent with 
the moſt profound, moſt ready, moſt patient Submiſſion 
to all that Miſery which their Governours ſhall be deter- 
mined to bring upon them. This is that Mere Self. De- 
fenſe which your Lordſhip is free to grant; which is in- 


deedmo Self- Defenſe at all; or no ſuch Self Defenſe as e- 


yer was the ſubject of any Debate, or Controverſy, And 


from all this it ikewiſe appears that, at one time, your 


Lordſhip may in words grant a Self-Defenſe, without grant- 


ing the thing meant by that word; and that at other 


times, 


1 ama 2a 9 oo. 


that word. 


Free 


times, your Lordſhip may in reality contend againſt the 


thing meant by it, without contending exprelsly againſt 


2 ” 
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2. The next Complaint. of Miſrepreſentation which 1 
meet with, is in pag. 14. of your Loraſbips Anſwer : 
where it is ſaid, that you can't but take notice of my foully 
miſrepreſenting your ſeſ when 1 ſay that your Loraſmp 
hath confined the Magiſtrates Commuſſion to one purpoſe - 
viz. that of Civil Government : Whereas your Lordſhip 
ſaith that you have, in that very Sermon, expreſsly afſerted. 
that the Higheft Power, or Supreme Magiſtrate, is Supreme 


Governour over all Perſons, and in all Cauſes., Now, 1. Me- 
thinks J need not hàvę incurred your Lordſhip's diſplea» 


ſure on this account, ſince my Whole delign in this paſ- 
ſage was to follow your Loraſhip in that diſtinction made 
in your Sermon, p. 16, 17. between the Cammiſtom given 
by God, to the Civil Magiſtrate, and that given by Gad 
to the Biſpops, and Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church; and 
ſince I could not be ſuppoſed to intend to fix any thing 


upon your Lordſhip but this diſtinctian; my Argument in 


that MACE requiring nothing more. But ſince your 
Lordſhip hath been pleaſed to tax me, not with an invo- 


* 
. 


miſtake, but with foully miſrepreſenting your ſenſe, 


luntar 
4 2, Beg of your Lordſbip to conſider your own 


J muſt, 


| pords, p. 16. of that Sermon, in which. you ſay,” That 


od hath granted to the Civil Magiftrate a Commiſſion for 


one purpoſe. Theſe werds, for one purpoſe, are your own 
words, And if God hath given a Cammiſion to the Aa. 
Hine not abſolute, and: unlimited, but for one purpaſe, 


bat can the one purpoſe be for which He hath. given a 


Commiſſion to the Civil MHagiſtrate, but the purpoſę of 


Cuil Government? I there be any other purpoſe for which 
He hath a Divine Commiſſion, yet ſince I was azguing 


with your Lordſhip, L had not fairly repreſented your ſenſe, 


unlels I had limited his Commiſſion to one purpoſe, as your 
Lordſhip hath in ſo many words done. And 15 your Lord. 


Hp had aſſigned Him a Commiſſion for more purpoſes than 


one, I ſhould have been free to ſay ſo. 3. I beſeech your 
Lordſhip to conſider likewiſe, whether the particulars 
which you afterwards name be any other but the parts 
of this one general purpoſe z or any more than what are 
implied in, and reſult from, his being ſupreme Cin 
Governour.: Whether his being ſupreme in all Cauſes, and 


over all Perſons, be not the Conſequence of his being 


LS 


> 


fupreine Civil Governour; or whether it implies in it 4 
Commſſion for every thing? 4. If your Lordhhip's allow- 
ing the Magiſtrate to be . in all Cauſes (for which 

I ſhall ever be as free to contend as your Lordſpip) be 
ſufficient to ſhew that I have miſrepreſented your ſenſe 
when I ſay that you have confined his Commiſſion to one 
purpoſe; I ſee not how I could poſſibly have eicaped this 
ſevere Cenſure any way. For, if J had ſaid that your 
Lord/hip gives him a Divine Commiſſion for many diſtinc. 
purpoſes, 4 not implied in any one general purpoſe,) tho“ 
not for all poſſible purpoſes; I might on the ſame grounds, 
have been taxed with ee Fic bing viz, becauſe 
your Lordſhip hath aſſerted that He is ſupreme in all, and 


e 
1 


Tioraſbip's Charge. 


3 
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times paſt as well as preſent, an 
| underſtood ſo todo. I hope therefore that it was no 
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3. The Manifeſt Falſiſication charged upon me by your 

Loraſhip, p. ike conſidered, under the Third gene- 
ral Head, when I come to the Argumentative part of 
your T nmr. oe GI ES 8 
4. P. 36. Your Lordſhip taxes me with pleading you? 
Authority for a thing which you never did, never meant to 


| arm in that latitude, in which J interpret your words. That 
A 


re is no ſuch thing as a Natural Right ro Civil Govern- 
ment, your Lordſhip, I think, owns you have affirmed: 
But not that there never was in any a Natural Right 


to Civil Government, And it may be, I was miſtaken 


in underſtanding your Lord/hip to ſpeak of Natural Right 
in that extent: But if I was, I dare ſay it was a miſtake 
common to me with every individual Perſon who ever 


read the former of your Lordfhip's Acceſſion-Sermons,Wwith- 4 


out knowing any other of your Lorſhdip's Sentiments up- 


on that ſubject than what are to be met with there. Nay, 
let any one even now but read page 23. of that Sermon, 


and ſee if you do not there expreſs your felf as any 
one would do who defign'd to ſpeak of Narural Rights in 
as much latitude as poſſible. Particularly, ..let him re- 
mark that your Loraſhip affirms Inheritance by Primo-ge- 
niture to be no Law of Nature, and that by Nature all 
Children have Right alike to their Father's real Eſtate; and 
then judge whether your Lordſhip meant not to ſpeak of 
Nature,as it always was in all times, as well as with reſpect 
to the preſent Age. Beſides that I believe no one ever be- 
fore undertook to ſpeak to this point, What the Rights of 
Nature are, without undes the Queſtion to reſpect 

by without being always 


Crime in me, to underſtand your Lordſhip as every Rea- 


der did; as without doubt your Zordſoip muſt have un · 


derſtood me, had I ſpoken of the Natural Right to Go- 
vernment in the fame manner; or underſtanding your 


Lordſhip after this manner, to argue with you from your 


own Principles, which hath ever been accounted the moſt 


unexceptionable way of arguing. 


5. P. 42. I am taxed with finuating a Charge againſt 
your Lordſhip, utterly falſe, and grounaleſs, from p. 31. of 


the Conſiderations, top. 35. The Charge which alone I 


there do (not infnuare, but) expreſsly bring againſt your 


Loraſhip's Doctrine, is, the giving the Supreme Legifla- 
ive Power an unlimites 3 to make what * 
3 e that 


A 
x 
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that fees fit in the Form of Government; and particular- 
ly the giving to our Houſe of Commons, choſen by the 
People to maintain our happy Conſtitution, Authority to 
ruine it, if they pleaſe, and to conſent to the turning it into 
an abſolute Monarchy, &c. Thus are my words connect- 


ed: From which it is plain that I make this the Inſtance 


in which your Lordſhip gives ſuch Authority to the Houſe 
of Commons; that I do not fix upon your Loraſh:p the gi- 
ving an Authority to that Houſe, to do it alone, but to 
do it by conſenting with the other parts of the Zeg//ature 
in it. But it becomes me patiently to bear what your 
ip ſees fit to lay upon me. Now, to paſs by that, 
your Lordſhip anſwers, that you may have ſaid, that a 
change mage by Legi/lators, &c. is as regularly made as any 
ſuch change can be made; and that, being made, it is ſo far 


valid as to bind the Subjects. But that you did not ſay, that 


every ſuch change, only for its being made by the Supreme 


Legiſlative Power, muſt needs have been neceffary, juft, and 
reaſonable in it ſelf. By which words the Reader muſt be 


led to think that I have taxed your Lordſhip with ſaying 
that all Alterations made by the S:preme Power are for 
that Reaſon neceſſary, juft, and reaſonable in themſelves : 
Whereas your Lordſhip knows that I never did any thing 
like it. Bat this indeed I have ſaid, That your Lordſhip 
hath given an Authority to the Supreme Legiſlative Power 

to make even ſuch changes as are not only not juſt and 
reaſonable in themſelves, but of fatal Conſequence to the 
Whole Governed Society z Which is a point vaſtly different. 
And leaſt your Lozdſhip's Authority ſhould influence your 
Reader to believe that this is all Miſrepreſentation in me, 


and that what you have ſaid, is only this, That changes ſo 


made are as regularly made as any ſuch changes can be; 


I muſt here beforc'd to appeal once more tothe Sermon it 


ſell. And, 5 : | © 
1. I might here argue from the deſign of your Lord- 
ſhiß in that Sermon, which cannot be anſwered in the leaſt, 
without ſuppoſing that in thoſe frequent Declarations, 
that the Legi/lative Power may make all Alterations, one 
as well as another, which to it ſelf ſhall ſeem fit, your 
Lordſhip intended that may ſhould ſignify may lawfully, 
and agreeably to its Commiſſion, Otherwiſe your Tord. 
ſhip could not have concluded from hence, what you de- 
ſign d ſhould follow. For it is of no importance to al- 


lege that, The Supreme Legi/ative Power may make any 


Altera- 


S 
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Alterations; and this ſolely in order to prove that th 
had Authority to make one particular Alteration, unle 
by may be underſtood, may lawfully and warrantably. Put 
the Caſe,thatI ſhould endeavour to prove that the whole 
Nation might lawfully have reſiſted a late Prince, by firſt 
laying it down that a Nation may defend it ſelf from ruine: 
Could this be to the purpoſe, unleſs by may, I underſtand, 
may lawfully? And would not all theWorld have fo under- 
ſtood me? Nor can your Lordſhip indeed be otherwiſe 
underſtood by - any Reader that looks into the whole 


; Paſſage. | 


2. But this is not all. I have not only this Argument to 
urge, in vindication of my ſelf; but your Lord/hip's own 
expreſs aſſertions. If the Reader will but conſult p. 18. 
of that Sermon he will find theſe words, Thus I think it 
is evident that no change or alteration of the form of G- 
wvernment from one ſort to another, is in it ſelf unlawful to be 


4 


made, provided{ it be made by them who have Pomer to 


male it; that is, by the Government it ſelf, I mean by 


Him, or Them, who for the time being have the Sovereign 
Power in their hands, If he go on to page 21, He will 
find theſe words. Whenever therefore the Supreme Power 
of any Nation undertakes to make any Change inthe Eſta- 
bliſhed Form of Government, they ought in prudence —— to 


be well aſſured, that there will be more good than hurt in it 


But when they are well ſatisfied in this, they may then, with- 
out breach of Duty or Juſtice, make ſuch Alterations therein 
as they judge needfull; they. do no more than they have full 
Power and Authority to do in making ſuch a Change, &c. 
Here, my Lord, it is left entirely to the Legiſlative Power 
to make what Alterations they think fit ſo far as that 
what change ſoever they themſelves are ſatisfied bath 
more good than hurt in it, (Whether it be really ruine to 


the Nation or not;) they are declared to haye not only 


Power but Authority to make. I will mention but one 
Paſſage more in which your Lordſhip recapitulates your 
own ſenſe, p. 26. in theſe following words. Thus [think 


T have made it appear, that this precept, Meddle not with 


them that are given to change, doth not reach the Duty of So- 
vereign'Powers, who may lawfully make what Changes and Al- 


| terations in the frame and conftitution of theG overnment they 


themſelves think fit. In theſe Sentences, your Lordi p hath 
declared that the Legiſlative may lawfully make any 


change they ſee fit; that no change isunlawful to be made, 
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which they ſee fit to make; and that they have Authort- 
ry (this is the very word) to make any Change, it ſo be 
that they themſelves be perſuaded of the neceſſity and ex- 
pedience of it. And now, I will appeal to this very 
Reader, whether, in this, I brought againſt your Lord- 
ſhip, a Charge utterly falſe, and groundleſs,  ”* © 
There is one thing which, before I leave this matter, I 
muſt take notice of, and that is, That your Lordfpip here, 
p. 45. ſpeaks as if I contended that no Alrerations in the 
Conſtitution cou'd be Authoritatively made without ſum- 
moning the whole People together, But whence your Lord- 
ſhip could collect this I cannot ſee. I never ſaid any ſuch 
thing in plain words. All that I have done towards it, is 
the maintaining that it is not in their Commiſſon, and 
that they have no Authority, properly ſo called, to make 
any alteration for the Ruine of the whole Nation. And 1 
am extremely unfortunate, if it muſt. be admitted for | 
ood Argument, that becauſe J hold that the Zeg:ators 
ave no Authority to make a DeſtruQive Alteration,there- 
fore Imnſt hold they have no Authority to make any that 
are beneficial ; that becauſe I maintain that they have no 
Commiſſion to make Laws to the Ruine of the Nation, 
therefore I muſt hold that they have no Commiſſion to 
make uſeful ones; that becauſe I argue againſt their 
Authority to change this into an abſolute Monarchy,there- 
fore I deny them an Authority to limit the Crown to the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion. Theſe Conſequences are ſo far from 
being juſt, that, on the contrary, it unavoidably follows | 
from my Principles, and hath been aſſerted by me in | 
words, that they have a full Authority to make all Altera- 
tions for the ſecurity, and happineſs of the Nation, Yet 
theſe, and the like Conſequences are urged by your Lord- 
ſip, and others who have undertaken to vindicate your | 
Cauſe, as if there were no Medium between allowing to 
Governours an unlimited Authority, and no Authority at all: 
Or asif, becauſe I do not allow an Authority to make per- 
nicious Alterations; therefore I grant them no Authority 
to make fo uſeful ones, as the Union of the two Kingdoms; 
or the Limitation of the Succeſſion. No, my Lord, I ne- 
ver thus pleaded for the People, tho' I have been thus re- 
reſented. I plead for a Right in the whole Body indeed to 
defend ic ſelf from Ruine, ſould Public Ruine be Enacted. 
But in all ordinary and private Caſes, I leave the Govern- 
nent to determine them. In all good and beneficial Laws, 


I give 


— 


I give Governours an Authority properly ſo called; an Au 
thority as great as poſſible; implied in their general Com- 
miſſion to conſult the good of the Public, and reſulting 
from the manifeſt End of their Office. In others, I can- 
not, becauſe of the Abſurdity; I dare not, becauſe of the 
Blaſphemy. And I am the more free to ſpeak thus, be- 
cauſe I have the ſatisfaction to find your Lardſbip no ſo 
far of my Mind, as to be un willing that the Reader ſhould 
think that ever You had given them ſo unlimited an Au- 
thority; tho' I have been forced in my own defenſe to pro- 
duce the Paſſages in Which you did ſo. And notwithſtand- 
ing what your Lordſhip ſaith, p. 45, 46. to which I intreat 
the Reader to have recourſe, the only remaining diffe- 
rence between your Lord/hip and me; ſeems to be this. 


1 


Your Lordſbip maintains, with reſpect to ſuch Alterati- 


ons, and Laws, made without Authority, as are certainly 
deſtructive to the whole Community, chat there remains 
no Defenſe in the whole Body, but that of 2 and 
Tears e And I, on the contrary, do preſume. to allow this 
whole Community to defend it ſelf by other means againſt 
Ruine, tho coming upon it from thoſe hands, Which were 
entruſted with Power only for its preſervation, 3 
6. But the greateſt Cauſe of your Lordſhip's Complaint 
againſt me is yet behind. For, Anſmer, p. 51. I am 
accuſed of making my Letter all of à piece, by ending it 
as it began, with a foul, aud falſe Charge upon your Lord- 
hip, v:z.:;for ſaying ; that your Lordſhip. hath aſſured 
the World that her Majeſty's Title, is only that of a ſucceſs- 
ful Vſurpation, I preſume, my Lord, No one who hath 
read what I have in this Paper already ſaid, in my owa 
vindication, will eaſily call the Charge with which my 
Letter began, a foul, and falſe Charge. I have proved 
that it is not a falſe Charge: And I am. very well aſſured 
from the whole tenour of this Azſmer, that your Lord- 
ſhip accounts it no foul one, to be taxed, with the main; 


taining ſuch a Paſſive, Obedience as takes away from Sub- 


jects all right to Self-Defenſe againſt all attempts of their 
Governours. I hope now, with all /ahmiſſion, to ſhew. 
that my Letter was all of à piece, ending, às it began, 
with a Charge which I had but too juſt feaſon to make. 
But before 1 do this, 1 ſhall only leave to aſſure 
your Lordfhip that I mentioned not this with the leaſt 
deſign of laying any thing to your Lordſbip's Charge, 
which might ſeem eþ:0x:045, or any thing in Which 2 
| | — 3 others 
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others do not ſhare with your Lordſbip. Alas! my Lord, 
The Government is ſtill treated as a Mere De Fado Go- 
vernment, (which I take to be another word for Ufurp- 
ed) by many who take the Oaths to it, and who plead 
ſor Submiffion to it: And this merely becauſe the Whole 
Body of Subjects are not allowed, in any Caſe, to make 
one ſtep, but in the ordinary legal Methods. And find- 
ing ſo many very free without ſcruple to maintain this to 
be a De Facto Government, that is, in other words, ' 
Government founded upon Uſurpation, I had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion, nor do I now apprehend, that any ſuch Per- 
ſons ſtood in need of an Act of Indenmity; or incurr'd 
the leaſt penalty by ſo doing: Nor could I think that any 
whoſe Principles plainly lead to it, would think it grie- 
vos to have it ſaid fo. Bur J confeſs; fo deep is the 
ſenſe J have of the public happineſs reſtored, and eſta- 
bliſhed, under God, by the Revolution; and fo cloſe is 
the connexion between the preſent Settlement, and that 
Refiftance which brought it about; that I cannot help ex- 
reſſing a concern againſt the Principles which would 
bring a diſreſpect upon that, and which by ſhaking that 
mult ineyitably ſhake the Whole Fabrick built upon it. 
But I do not defign by all this merely to avoid your 
Lora/hip's Charge: But come now to the point. 
And, in order to my own Juſtification, I muſt beg 
leave to tranſcribe that whole Sentence of mine of which 
your Lordſpip hath mentioned only a part. In p. 46. of 
the Conſiderations, T expreſs a concern, in the following 
Words, to hear a Man of your Lordfhip's Character and. 
Authority, aſſuring the World that hen Majeſty's Title is only 
that of a fucceſsful Uſurpation; that ſubmiſſion to her Go. 
verument ie indeed lawful nom it is ſettled; but that the 
foundation of that ſettlement was laid in a damnable fin; 
In which words of mine there is not only the Charge it 
ſelf; but the explication of what I meant in it is plainly. 
11 added. For I do not barely tax your Lordfhip with af- 
4 ſuring the World: that her Majeſty's Title is only that of a Pt 
= ſucceſsful Vfarpation, but I add the very way in which Ip 
you have done this, viz. by afſuring them that tho' Sub- th 
7 to her Government be lawfal, yet the foundation | 
f it was laid in adamnable Sin: Which laſt words be- th 
ing an explication of the former, if they had been fa- th, 
yourably produced by your Loraſbip, as indeed they 8 
might have been, would have acquitted me of all Crime the 
in ſaying what I did, r 
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I. Therefore, I anſwer, that I do no where lay it to 
our Loraſbip's charge that you do, in ſo many words, 
Aſſwure the World that her Majeſty's Title is ny that of 4 
ſucceſsful Vſurpation; I appeal to every individual Reader, 
whether they did, or could underſtand me ſo; or after 
any other manner than that this is the natural Conſe- 
quence, the unavoidable Concluſion from your Lord/hip's 
Principles, in the manner in which I have there explained 
my ſelf. I never heard of any Reader who hath ſo under- 
ſtood me; and therefore I may ſay, I have never repre-- 
ſented your Lordſbip to any Reader, as ſaying this in ſo 
many words. If there be any, as f do not believe there 
are; I am here ready to declare publicly, that they 
have miſtaken my meaning, by not attending to my own 
explication; and that your Lordſhip hath. never, in 
ſo many words, declared her Majefty's Title to be that 
of a Succeſsful Uſurpation _. 1 
2. I appeal to your Lordſbip your ſelf, who, I dare 
ſay, - notwithſtanding all the Concern expreſſed on this 
occaſion, did not, and cannot, think that I meant to tax 
you With the ſaying this in ſo many words; This is plain 
enough from your Lordſhip's declating againſt all Innu-. 
endo proofs: Which will fatisfy every body that you un- 
derſtood me no otherwiſe than as ſpeaking of the Conſe- 
quences of your Lord/hip's Principles. And why then 
ſhould your Lordſhip expect me to ſhew, in what Sermon, 
and in what Page, you have plainly ſaid theſe words, when 
do not once tax your Lordſhip with ſaying theſe words; 
When no Reader ever, I believe, underſtood me to tax 
you with it; Nay, when I am fully perſuaded that you 
your ſelf was all the time inwardly ſatisfied that 
did not mean todo it? There are other ways, my Lord, 
of aſſuring the World of this, beſides plainly ſaying theſe. 
very words, The Men, whoſe Conſciences will-not per- 
mit them ſo much as to ſubmzr to the Queens Govern- 
ment; That Writer in particular, who, under. the bold 
pretenſe of vindicating your Lordſhip, hath vented all his. 
ipleen againſt our Eftabliſhnent, . will not perhaps ule. 
theſe very words, But yet I can't think that they; 
would take it for a niſretre ſentation, ſhould I fay, that 
they have aſſured the World. that her Majefy Title is only 
that of a. ſucceſsful Vſurpation, It is far from my heart 
to make your Lordſhip reſponſible for any thing Men of 
thoſe Principles write, tho" under the covert ob 
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Fee that my manner of expreſſion here is very juſtifiable, 


aſſured the World that her Majeſty's Title is only that of a 


—— 


damnable fin. For in this Anſwer, tho' not under the 


ſince I explained my ſelf thus in the ſame Sentence, in 
which I taxed your Lordſhip with this; ſince the reaſon- 
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by all the Rules of ſpeaking, tho your Lordſhrp,. I verily 
believe, hath never Hlainſy [aid thoſe very worde. 

3, I come now to prove what I ſaid not to have been 
zroundleſs, or unjuſtifiablez viz. that your Lordſhip hath 


Succeſsful Vfurpation, in that ſenſe, in which, the next 
words explain it, and in which every one underſtood me 
to mean it. And this I ſhall do, not by Innuendo s, but 
by plain Argument, and Syllogr/mm, too obvious to every 
eye, and differing very much from proof by Innuendo's, 
in the certain, and undeniable concluſiveneſs of it. My 
Argument is this. Your Lordſhip hath aſſured the World 
that all Refiſtance is a damnable ſin; But the foundation of 
the preſent Settlement was laid in Reſiſtance. Conſequently, 
your Lordſhip hath aſſured the World that the foundation of 
this Settlement was laid in a damnable Sin, Or again thus, 
Your Lordſbip hath aſſured the World that all 90 
Arms, or adhering to thoſe who are in Arms, againſt 
their Sovereign, is a damnable ſin in Subjects. But our 

preſent Settlement, and the Queen's Government, is 
owing ſo entirely to this taking up Arms, and adhering 

to ſuch as were in Arms againſt. the Sovereign, that it 
would have utterly been prevented without it! Confe- 
7 57 your Lordſhip hath aſſured the World that the 
Foundation of the Cueen's Title was laid in a damnable 
ſin, that is, in other words, is only that of a Succeſsful 
U/urpation, Nor do I find that your Lordſhip would 
even now have it thought, that you have not effectually 
aſſured the World that this foundation was laid in a 


expreſs notion of a Revolution; yet under that of Keſiſt- 
ance your Lordſhip hath as amply, and effectually con- 
demned all the firſt ſteps init, as words can do it. And 
now, my Lord, ſince this is the V/ſurpation J ſpeak of; 


ing Men into this perſuaſion, by laying down ſuch Pre- 
miſes as neceſſarily, and not by the help of Inmuendo's 
infer ſuch a Concluſion , is the moſt effectual way of 
¶uring them of this, and of leaving the impreſſion deep 
upon their minds: All the Kules of Speaking, and of Syl- 
/oziſm, will bear me out in the truth of what I alleged; 


« 
= 
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4: The Malignant Influences which the Prin- 
ciples of Unlimited Non- reſiſtanct reflect back 
upon the foundation of the Queen's Government, 
and the Proreſtant- Succeſſion, will appear the 


more plainly, if we compare it with the 


more benign and kindly influences of the con- 
zrary. For permit us, My Lord, only to ſup. 
poſe, for the preſent, that, on extraordina- 
ry Occaſions, extraordinary Methods are als 
lowable; permit us only to ſuppoſe it law. 
full for a People to preſerve ' themſelves from 


imminent ruine by Aet hodt not be juſtified 


upon lefs occaſions: And ſee if an eafy and 


| beneficial Scheme doth not preſent it ſelf to 
view. For, 1. That very extraordinary ocs 


caſion, which was apparent to every eye, when 


we were in the extremeſt danger of Popery, 


and Arbitrary Power, will juſtify his late Maje- 
$:of a People in the laſt pangs of Life ; 


. Ve in hearing the Cries, and pitying the Di- 
_ Ire 
in either kindly liſtening to the invitations 


of as many as had opportunity, and courage, to 
ſpeak, or Nobly offering the hazard of his 


own Life and Fortunes, to aſſiſt this Nation 


in preſerving it {elf from ruine. 2. The ſame 
extraordinary occaſion will vindicate from all 
reproach the Conduct of Her preſent Majeſty, 
then Princeſs of Denmark; and add a never- 


fading luſtre to the part which SHE bare 
in the ſame glorious deſign: When, moved 


by a deep ſenſe of the Miſeries hanging over _ 
Her Native Country, and by a tender compalſ- 


ſion to the preſent and ſacceeding Generations, . 
SHE generouſly facrificed every other conkde- 


ration 


and the great importance of the matter . u 
the Nation, will bear me out in taking no; 


( 26 ) 
ration to the Security of that People, in whoſe 
Hearts SHE now Reigns; receiving back 
again the genuine rewards of Her paſt Com- 


| paſſion , and Her preſent Cares, in the moſt 


ubſtantial marks of their ſincereſt Love, and 
Gratitude. 3 This very extraordinary occaſion 


will likewiſe juſtify the People of all Ranks and 


Conditions, from the higheſt and holieſt Order, 
to the meaneſt and moſt ſecular employment, 


in joining themſelves to thoſe Arms of the Prince 


of Orange to which we owe the late Revolution. 
4. The greatneſs of the occaſion will likewiſe 
juſtify the Lords for aſſembling themſelves, and 
the People for chuſing Repreſentatives, to conſult 
what to do in ſo critical a juncture. 5. The 


Experience of what had been deſign'd, and put 


in practice, againſt the ſafety of the Nation; 


. and the difficulties likely to ſtart vp en ſuch 


an occaſion, will give a Right to theſe Noble 


Lords and Repreſentatives, to go out of the ordi. 
nary Methods, and conſent to inveſt K. William, 


and Q. Mary with the Supreme Executive Power. 
6. This Conſent will give an undoubted Title to 
K. Wilzam, and Q. Mary; a Right much more 


apparent than the Right by which moſt of the 


Kings of this World Reign. 7. This Conſent, 
and the Neceſſity of the Caſe, will give a true, 


and juſt Authority, properly fo called, to all the 


Acts paſſed by Them, and theſe ſame Lords, and 


Commons, for the Security of the Public Happi- 
eſs: particulary to that A& concerning the 
Settlement and Limitation of the Succeſſion to the 


| __ © Crown, upon which, I think, 
Anſw. p. 27. your Loraſhip allows the Queen's 
Title to be founded. 8. This, 


conſequently, gives an undoubted Right to Her 
| Majeſty, who, by virtue of all theſe ſteps, is in 


the 


(27) 


the Throne, and without them had never been 


in it: A Right which is equally a glor 
ſelf, and a ſatisfaction to Her Subjects! 


On the contrary, ſuppoſing no allowance bo. * © 
be given by Almighty God, no liberty to be grant- 


ed, to a People once under any Eſtabliſhed Form of 
Government, to depart from the ſertled and gene- 


ral Rule of Obedience; even in order to ſave theme 
felves from manifeſt Ruine, and Univerſal Un- 
happineſs : Some very hard, and very unkind . 
Conſequences Will follow from hence; I fear, not to 


the advantage either of the preſent Settlement in 


general, or Her Majeſty's Government in particular. 


For, 1. The worſt of Reproaches muſt fall upon 
the Memory of our Late Deliverer : And his 
Character muſt be drawn, with that of the worſt 
of Men, to the greateſt diſadvantage” poſſi- 
ble. He muſt be thought void of all Apolory, 
and Excuſe, to tempt a Nation from its Obedi- 
ence, and to fave a People by the Arms of Ter- 
ror and Refiftance, inſtead of leaving them to- 


their only Refuge of Prayers and Tears. 2. Nor 
can it fare much better, upon this Principle, with - 


dur preſent Gracious Queen, who, tho“ at tha 

time a Subject, yet, thought the ſatety of a whol 

Nation not unworthy of her regard; and effeem- 
ed it a ſufficient motive to induce Her to encou- 
rage by Her great Example the Cauſe of juſt Li- 
berty. 3. Neither can any of thoſe be acquitted 
from guilt, who joined themſelves to the Prin- 
ces Arms.” 4. Neither can the Zords be, by this 


means, juſtified in Aſſembling themſelves; or 


the People for chuſing Repreſentatives : Since be- 


ing all Mere Subjects they had no Right to act ſuch | 
a part. 5. Nor would this Principle have ſuffer- 


ed theſe Noble Lords, and Repreſentatives, by 
their Cofere to make a King: Since there was 


with. "a 


y to Her 


EN - 


* 


what I fixed upon your Loraſbip; and this not 


(28) N 

one in being, whom no Miſmanagement could 
deveſt of his Right; and ſince they themſelves 
being ſtill but Subjects, according to this Priuciple, 
were not authorized by Ged to redreſs the Grie- 


vances either of themſelves, or their Neighbaurs, 


in ſo extraordinary a manner. 6. Neither would 
this ſame Doctrine have ſuffered any Right to be 
conveyed to K. William, andi g. Mary, to poſſeſs 


the Government at that time; or have juſtified 
them in poſſeſſing it, or that Parliament in join- 
ing with them in any Ads. 7 What Authority 
therefore, properly ſo called, will this Principle 


allow to their Adts, which it laboured to pre- 
vent; and which it would have prevented, if it 
had been poſſible? 8. What influence muſt it have 
upon the preſent Settlement, by which Her /4ajeſty 
Reigns; When it leads People inevitably to judge 
that all the /eps leading to this Settlement were 


_ diſpleaſing to Cod; contrary to the Duty of the 
 Nawon,; inconſiſtent with the obligations of Sub- 


jects; and ſuch as, even under this very Settlement, 


dieſerve in the moſt public and ſolemg manner to 
be condemned; and their Defenders and Adbee 


rents to be anathematized by the Preachers of the 


? ah Jeſus Chriſt 7. 


Let any one but ſedately compare theſe two 
Schemes together, and he will not be long deter- 
mining which Principle it is that hath the beſt in- 
fluence upon our preſent happy Settlement. Nor 
will he, I believe, doubt to juſtify me for ſaying 


that They who allow no Right to the People thus io 


go out of the ordinary ſettled merhods, upon the 


4 . occaſion, cannot poſſibly allow any better 


itle to the preſent Settlement than that of a ſuc- 
ceſsful Vſurpation. Thus, my Lord, I humbly 
hope, I have given ſome tolerable account of | 


by 


Innuendo's, but by way of plainz neceſſary; | 
23 Concluſion, drawn , Without artifice, 


Ples. ; 


This was the Second Point I undertook in this new 
Trouble which I am forced to give your. Lordfbrpy 
24%. To review all thoſe Paſſages, in which your _ 
Lordfpip complains that I have been guilty of dg{re- 
preſentation, or ſomething worſe. And having gone 
over every particular inſtance minutely, and diſtinct- 
ly; as being mueh leſs willing to be thaught Crimi- 
nal in ſuch a point, than merely Erroneous in all a= _ 
thers ; I have nothing farther to add to this neceſſa- 
ry, and pla in Se -Defanſmmg. | 


III. I come now to conſider again thoſe Points 
which your Lordſuip hath endeavoured todefend a- 
_gainſt ths Arguments which { preſimed to urge a- 


A 
1 


5” 


Firſt. Confiderations, p. 9. Iam arguing aganſtt 
our Lordſbips inferring from the Adagiftrate's 
ing the Minister of God, that he is, on that ac- 
ount, in ſuch ſenſe Supreme, as that none upon 
„ Earth can _— 3 = 3% 1 
ne, Puniſh, or Kefift him; which * Ser. 1908. p. 3. 
laſt your Lordſbip is carefull to a 7 oY 
join to the foregoing words, in the ſame Arau- 
ment; by which it appears What ſort of @uaſtron- 
ing, Cenſuring, or Puniſhing your Lordſhip meaut. 
_ Againſt this I urged, 1. That he is declared to 
be nor only the Adinifter of God, but the Ai 
nifter of God to us for good. Suppoling him, 
therefore, ordain'd immediately by God. for the 
| good of Society; it will not follow that He is 
wnaccountable to any upon Earth in attempting 
the Nuine of Humane Society, any more than it 
will follow that being ordained for the Good, He 
was likewiſe ordained for the Rune of Man- 
kind. I am forry to find your 2 
Lordſſip of another Mind. f But + Auſw. p. 12. 
1 can never be able to conceive 4 | 
e, . 5 > 


i 4; uo; GRO 
that a Commiſſion given to any Man merely for 
the doing good to others, ' ſhould make him fo 
abſolutely unaccountable, that they might not 


Fel and Cenſure Him, as going to Ruine them; 


and Pugh him as far as is neceſſary for /elf- 


Defenſe, in thoſe Caſes, in which He who gave 


him this Commiſſion either is not able; as an 
Earthly Governour often is not; or hath never 
promiſed to interpoſe himſelf. Nor does this at 
alt make the Governours the Governed; which#is 
all that your Lordſbip advanceth againit it: For 
this Cenſuring, and Punifhing, are not Acts of Ci- 
wil Government, but Acts neceſſary to, and inſepa- 
rable from, a Right to ſelf-Defenſe, and ſelf Preſer- 
dation. Thus, therefore, I ſay. Suppoſing the Com. 
aiſſion to Princes came from God in ſuch manner 


that the words of it were written by his Finger, 


as to be ſeen and read by all; and this Com 
miſſion were entirely limited to the; Good of the 
Society: This would not take from the Govern- 
ed Society a Kight to feel when He was acting a- 


gainſt that Commiſion; or to Cenſure, and Puniſh 


Him, when He was attempting their Ruine, fo far 
as ſhould be neceſſary for their own Preſervation; 
His being the Miniſter of God for good to them 
conſider d by it felf, would not do this: Nor would 
their exerciſing this Right, upon a moſt preſſing ne: 

ceſſity, make them the Governours of their Prince, 
or ſuppoſe them Commiſſioned by God Almighty to 
be the Civil Governours of their Civil Governour : 
Which is the Abſurdity your Lordfhip would fix 
upon it. But, in this Caſe, the Final, Judicial 
Cenſure, and Puniſpment, would remain to God 
Almighty, from whom immediately the Commiſſion 
came; and yet there would remain to the Society 
a Right to ſuch Cenſare, and Puniſhment, as are 
inſeparable from a ou to Self-Preſervation. Thus, 
even upon this higheſt Suppoſition, God might, i 
hope, be acknowledged by me, without 'a comple» 
mem, as your Lord/hip expreſſeth it, the only Ru 
ler of Princes, even whilſt I am contending for 
fuch a Rig in the Ruled Society to conſult their 
Selj-Preſervation, as implies ia it a fort of 9 
47 an 


TR 
and Puniſhment, and cannot be exerciſed without 


Ke: 


2. My Second Argument is drawn from hence, 


that every Perſon who performs an office beneficial 
to us, is the MAiniſter ef God to us for goed: And 
conſequently that the Magiſtrate s being call'd 
St. Paul the Miniſter of God, is not, of it ſe 


ſiufficient to prove Him unaccountable, For I muſt 
_ obſerve that this was your Loraſhip's Argument. 


The Supreme Civil Magiftrate is the Miniſter of Gods 
And therefore anaccountable. The Point to be 
roved was that He is anaccountable. The Medium 
y which your Lordſhip appear d to me to prove it, 
was his being the Miniſter of God, and called fo by 


St. Paul. My Anſwer was, that this alone cannot be - 


ſufficient, becauſe many others may very properly 
be called Miniſters of God who yet are not maccoum- 
able. To this now your Lordſhip replies, p. 13. 


that you conſidered the Maſtiftrate as the Higheſt 


Power upon Earth, and from dt. Paul's affirming, that 
He, as ſuch, is the Miniſter of God, or that He 
hath a Commiſſion from God to exerciſe the higheſt 
Power, you ſtill think the inference very juſt, To this 
I beg leave toanſwer, That St. Paul doth not afin 
that the Higheſt Civil Magiſtrate, conſidered as the 
Higheft, is the Miniſter of God,; but that the Ma. 


giftrate, conlidered as the Magiſtrate, whether Sa- 


preme or Subordinate, is the Miniſter of God, as 
your Lordſhip in other places acknowledges. - And 
that Idid underitand your Argument aright is plam 
from hence, that unleſs the force of it lies in his 


being the Miniſter of God, which was the Point 


your Lordſbip was then ſpeaking to, and Which is 
frequently mentioned in the management of it, his 
being the Miniſter of God can bear no part in it, ſo 


as to help to form the concluſion at all: As it is 


plain your Lordſhip deſign'd it ſhould. The Argu- 
ment, as now repreſented, is this, Anſwer p. 13. 
For if, ſaith your Lordſhip, He holds the higheſt Power 
2 Earth by Commiſſion from God ; and to Queſtion, 
Cenſure, and Puniſh, be Acts of Power, (a mw 
1 | | . 
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e 
tue them to be) then I think it does very plainly fol- 
loom, That none but God can Queſtion and Puniſh Him- 
Becauſe there is none upon Eartb that is or can be high- 
er than the higheſt Power upon Earth. Now, to 
ſhew your Lordſpip that, as you have now model'd 
this Argument, it receives no force at all from his 
being the Miniſter of God, or having his Commiſſion 
from God, which was the point then under your 
conſideration, and which even now your Lordſhip 
hath here inſerted ; IT only beg leave to ſuppoſe that 
His Commiſſion came from the People, and to obſerve 
that the inference here made, is as juſt upon that 
Suppoſition, as upon the other. For if He holds the 
hngheft Power upon Earth, let it be by Commiſſion from 
the People, or how it will, and to Queſtion, Cenſure, 
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1 and Puniſh, be Aits of Power, then I think it very 
Wh. Plainly follows, That there is none upon earth to 
10 Queſtion, Cenſure, and Puniſh Him, becauſe there is 
11 | none upon Earth that is or can be higher than the hig 
= 1 eft Power upon Earth. This makes it evident that 
1 your Lordſbip's preſent Argument doth indeed turn 
1 entirely upon His being the Higheſt Power, and up- 
Wl - on the impoſſibility of there being any higher Power 
i | than the Higheſt; but that it is quite altered from 7 
lh What it was before. However, that I may not 
1 feem wholy to negle& vour Lordſbip's Argument, 
| [| 2s now drawn up; I ſay again, upon the higheſt 
| 8 ſuppoſition poſſible, that, tho the Supreme Magee 
[| F#rate be in poſſeſſion of the higheſt Civil Authority, 
Wt and that by Commiſſion from God, in order to the 
hi Temporal Happineſs of the Governed Society; yet 
{118 it doth not follow that He is therefore above 
1 all humane Cenſure and Puniſhment : becauſe Cen- 
1 ſure and Puniſhment are not always Acts of a Su- 
1 periour relation, or of Power as it is uſed here for Au- 
BY thority; but Acts, in many Caſes, inſeparable from 
1 Þ Self-Defenſe and Self-Prefervation ;, and becauſe this 
=. | Governour's having by Divine Commiſſion the Higheſt 
i Authority, for the good of this Society, doth not take 
1 away from this Society the Right to defend it ſelf 
1 from Rune, De vaſtation, and Miſery, 
1 > ; e : 
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M Third Argument was drawn from Eccleſiaſtical Mi- 
Hiſters receiving their Commiſion from Goa, to this effect, 
As their being Commiſſioned by God doth not exempt them 
from Cenſure and Puniſhment in whatever they think fit to 
ſay, or dogunder pretenſe of this Commiſſion ;, ſo likewiſe nei. 
ther will the Supreme Mapiftrate's being Commiſſioned by 
God for the good of his Subjects prove any ſuch exemption _ 
for Him, in whatever He may do under pretenſe Fi that 
Commiſſion. This plainly proceeds again, upon my un- 
derſtanding your Lordfhip to argue from his receiving 
his Commiſſion from God, to an unlimited exemption from 
all Cenſurè and Puniſhment, Nor do you ſeem to den 
the force of the Argument thus framed, which indeed 
was all I propoſed by it, To this 1 added my Oblerva- 
tion upon your. Lordſhip's Inſtance, and urged it to this 
effect, That as a Mayor's being Cornmiſſioned by the 
King for that Office, doth not exempt Him from ſuch 
Cenſure or Puniſhmeit from the governed part of the Cor. 
porat ion as in ſotme Caſes is abſolutely neceſſary to Self- 
preſervation 3 ſo neither will the Supreme Magiſtrate s be- 
ing Commiſſioned by God for the Office of Supreme Ma- 
giſtrate, exempt Him in all Caſes from ſuch Humane Cen- 
ſure, or Puniſhment, as is implied in that Right to Self- 


ety ſtill enjoy. To 


preſervation, which the Governed Soci 
all this your Loruſbip replies ou 

1. By charging me with Manifeſt falſiſication in argu- 
ing with your Lordfhip as if you had put the matter up- 
on the Magiſtrates being Commiſſioned by God, or being 
the Miniſter of Goa, whereas you put it upon his being 
the Supreme, and Higheſt Power, and did not ground it 
at all upon that Phraſe, p. 20. Now, 1. Were this ſo; - 
the moſt that could be made of this would be that 1 
had been guilty of a miſtale, and a very innocent miſtake. 
2. I donot deny that your Loraſbip mentions the Supreme, 
or Higheſt Power: But if your Lordſbip grounded your 

Argument only upon his being the Supreme; then you 
| foriake St. Paul in this, who grounds his Concluſton for 
Submiſſion both to Supreme and Subordinate, upon the Ma- 
&!Rtrate's being the Miniſter of God to us for good, St. Paul 
doth not argue from his being the H:gheft (for He is 
puny of all) but from his being the Miniſter of God, 

nd therefore, it might have been pardonable in me to 
underſtand your Lordſhip ſo, as urging the*Apoſtle's Ar- 
gament ; Becauſe it was wy Him, and from this very 
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this Subje 


and Commi, | In 
have been made of his being the Miniſter of God, and 
Commiſſioned by Him, all through the Argument, as 1 


(34) 


IR, that our Lordſhip undertook to ſpeak upon 


relation to the point there propoſed by your Lord- 


Hip, Which was expreſly this, Not what was implied in 


his being the Higheſt Civil Power, but what was implied 


God, as any one may fee, Sermon, p. 6. And if your 
Lordſhip did not mean to argue this point from his being 
Commiſſuned by God, but wholy from another conſidera- 
tion, viz, his being the: Higheſt, then this Concluſion 
would hardly have * brought in under that Head, in 
which you propoſe to ſpeak of the Magiſtrates Authority, 

122 coming from God: Nor would mention 


find it. For if it be only from his being the Higheſt 
Power that this is argued, the Argument ſeems entirely 
to turn upon the word Higheſt, which indeed is not uſed 


by St. Paul: And the Concluſion drawn from hence, as 
well as from the ſuppoſed abſurdity of making Gover- 


nours the Governed, might be juſt the ſame, if the Com- 


miſton came only from the People : Which was a point 


your Lordſhip was manifeſtly oppoſing, 4. Your Lordſbip, 
in the Cale of Elective Monarc hies, particularly makes 
the obſervation, That tho' the nomination were from Men, 
yet the Authority, and Commiſſion were from God. And 
this being ſaid on purpoſe, leſt Men ſhould imagine that 


in Ele&ive Kingdoms the Eleftors ſtill might retain a 


Right to Cenſure, and Puniſh Miſ management, cannot at 
all ſerve this End, unleſs your Lordſbip meant to argue 
againſt this from the King's receiving his Commiſſion from 
God, and not from the Electors. This again induced me 
ſo to underſtand your Loraſhip : Not thinking that your 
Lordſhip would make ſo expreſs mention in your Argument 
of his being Commiſſioned by God, without deſigning to 
lay the force of your Concluſion upon that. 5. Your Lord- 
Hip before you come to the inſtance, by which you de- 
fign to illuſtrate this matter, Serm. p. 8, propoſeth to 
ſhew that the Sovereign Power upon Earth is ſubject only 


3. Either the Argument was founded upon the 
e being the Miniſter of God, or it had not the 
lea 


o 


in this Higheſt Civil Power's being called the Miniſter of 


to God, even in Elective Kingdoms, only by directing us 


to Iuſtances of the like nature, wherein the Officer hath his 


Nomination from one, and receives his Authority from ano- 
ther, and is accountable for the exerciſe of his Power only 
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to him from whom He received his Commiſſion; .. 6. When 


your Lordſhip comes to a particular Inſtante, you plead a 


Mayor's exemption from the Cenſure andPuniſhment of the 


Corporation, merely from his being the Queen's MHiniſter: 


and his being accountable only to Her merely from his 
acting by her Commiſfon. Now if this Inſtance, and the. 


words before it, now quoted, were deſigned by your 
Lordſhip to illuſtrate this matter of the Supreme war, 


ſtrate s being exempt from ali pn. and Accountabl 


neſs; then your Lordſhip did argue or this en 
from the M agiſtrates having his Commiſſion from God. 


But your Lord/pip did fo deſign this Jnjterce, and the 


preceding words. Therefore J leave it to any one to 
judge whether it was ſo much as a miſtake in me ſo to 
underſtand this Argument; and whether your Lordſhip 
grounded this Unaccountableneſs only upon his being the 
Supreme Magiſtrate, and not at all upon his being called 
by St. Paul the Mmifter of God : As you are here plea- 
ſed to affirm to my great /urprize, 3 

Add to this that when your Lordſbip goes on to 
ſtrengthen what hath been before ſaid, you do it by 


proving, from the nature of the thing, that the Aube. 


rity of the Magiſtrate muſt come from God, or that He 


muſt be God's Miniſter in your ſenſe of 4 words, p. 
The following Iaferences likewiſe are drawn from his 


rence relating to Non- reſiſtance. From whence it — 


appears that this was the principal point in your Lor 
Hip's thoughts, and the main ſupport of your Argu- 


2 ont Lordſhip not only makes me ouilty of falfify | 
In 


ing this Argument, but likewiſe all the Way infinuates 
that you were ſpeaking rhronghou this Argument -only 
of a Judicial Cenſuring, and ET ; 
Judgment upon the Chief Magiſiratèe. To this 1 have 


” 


ſufficiently anſwered under the Second Head of this Re- 


ply. And now having anſwered to theſe two Charges, 


I crave leave to obſerve; that, your Lordſhip having not 


any thing to the contrary, my Ar- 


been pleaſed to all 
by which I endeavoured to prove, 


guments ſtand g 


that the Supreme Magiſtrates being the ſiniſter of God, | 


or immediately. Commiſſioned by Hum, will not, con- 


ſidered by it ſelf, prove that He is exempt, in ſome poſe 
;ſbment, which 
MY FATE. 
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| is neceffarily implied in that Self Preſervation, and Self-de: 


fenſe which the Governed Society have a Right to regard. 
And I defire it may be remembred, that, as in the Caſe 
of the Mayor of a Corporation, the final, Judicial Ac- 
eager; or Condemnation of him for his behaviour 

uring his Office, belongs to the King, or Queen, and 
their Courts; but ſtil the Cenſure and Puniſhment implied 
in Self- Defenſe remains in the Corporation, in thoſe In- 


ſtances in which immediate Ruine, without their interpo» 


ſition, is evident: So likewiſe, in the Caſe of a Civil Go- 
vernour 1 to have his Commiſſion from God him- 
ſelf, the final, Judicial Acquittancè, or Condemnatjon 
of him for all his Behaviour, under the pretenſe of this 
Commiſſion, may belong to Almighty God; but, notwith- 


ſtandiiig this, the Cenſure and Puniſhment, inſeparable 


from Reſiftance, may, in ſome Caſes, remain to the Go- 


derned Society, by virtue of that X:ghr to Self preſerva- 


tion, Which God Almighty doth by no means take away, 
when He gives a Commiſſion to a Governour on purpoſe. to 


_ preſerve, and defend then. os 
I did likewile, under the ſame head, argue from the Su- 


1 


_preme Magiſtrate's not acting with God's Authority pro- 


perty ſo called, any farther than He Acts agreeably to 


'Ged's Commiſton; and from his having no Superiority in 


_ thoſe rfances, in which He Acts without, or againft,” his 


Commitlion. This your Lordfhip ſeems to allow, p. 1 8 
but 20ds, that all that follows from hence is that his Sub- 
Jel?s are not bound to Obey him in thoſe inſtances (which is 


what, you ſay, you have more than once granted in that 
Sermon z) but it doth not therefore follow that He thereby 


Id ceaſeth to ve a Magiftrate, as that henceforward, his Sub. 
Jett are not bound to obey him in any thing, God forbid it 
mould! I am ſure I never ſaid or thought any thing like 
it. Nay, I have gone farther than your Lordſhip doth in 


this place. For here you infer, that his Subjetts are not 


ablig d to obey him in thoſe inſtances, in which He is with- 
out Authority properly fo calld. Whereas, if they be 


ſuch inſtances as are of au indifferent nature, tho*not be- 


longing to his Office; if they be ſuch as are prejudicial 


to Private Men only; nay, or tothe intereit of the Pub- 
lic, ſo it be not in a very great degree: In theſe inſtances, 
Even I, who am repreſented as an Enemy to Magiſtracy, 


preſs the eontinuance of Obedience, from the conſidera - 
tion of Public Good, and the general uſefulneſs of the Go- 


ve 
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1 N 
terning Office, according to St. Paul's Argument. This 
fame x Off Good indeed, is the ftrongeſt Argument a- 


gainſt Submiſſion, when Univerſal Ruine is threatned; But 


all that 1 intended was to take away that reproach from 
| Religion, of giving God's Authority to the Miſtales, or Ty- 


ranny of Governours, and to fix our active Obedience, as 


far as it is conſiſtent with the Public Good, upon'its true 
foundation. Beſides, your Lordfpip having argued for 
an Unlimited Exemption from Puniſhment by Reſiſt ance,from 
Magiſtrates being Supreme by their Commiſſion z' nothing 
could be more natural, or more proper than to obſerve 
that this Argument could prove an exemption from that 
Reſiſtance in no inſtances but thoſe in which they had this 


Supremacy, and conſequently not a total, unlimited Ex. 


emption ; that this mn vaniſheth, when it becomes 


inconſiſtent with the Preſervation, and Defenſe' of the 
Governed Society, Which hath then a Right to that ſort of 


Cenſure and Puniſhment Which is implied in the Right of 
Self-Preſervation, Of which, I ſee not that your Lord- 
Hip hath taken any notice, but rather hath choſen to ar- 
gue upon other Points, in which I am not at all concerned. 


4. Another Objection which I brought againſt your” 


Lordſpip's reaſoning was taken from St. Pauls calling 
the Inferiour, as well as Supreme Magiftrate, the Miniſter 
of God, This your Lordſbip allows. From whence I 


argue, That the being the Miniſter of God, conſider d by it 


felf,will no more prove the Supreme, than the Iuferior, abſo- 


lately exempt, And by what Argument is it that your 


Lordſhip will prove that St. Paul did not mean this to be 
underſtood in the ſame ſenſe of both, which He uſeth of 
both without the leaſt diſtinction? But you ſay that eve. 


ry one, except my ſelf, might have ſeen, you were ſpeaxk - 
ing of the Supreme Magiſtrate. Lam fure, I always ſo 


underſtood it: But your Lordſbip's Argument taking it's 
riſe from St. Paul's calling the Aagiſtrate the Minifier of 
G; what more proper than to obſerve that, this ex- 


preſſion being us'd of Subordinate as well as Supreme, 
without any diſtin&ion, nothing can be inferr'd merely 


from hence in favour of the Supreme, which may not like- 


wile be inferr'd in favour of the Subordinate. This is all 


I ever intended by this Obſervation; and not to repreſent 
St. Paul as excepting the Supreme Magiſtrate, and not fo 
much as thinking of the Roman Emperour : Which yet any 
ae would imagine 1 had done, who reads the 2 p. of 


your | 
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your Lordſbips Anfwer, What | have ſaid therefore, on 


: the Ordinance of God, 


= San 


this head, 1 now make bold to ſay again, that, tho' Pub. 
lic Good may furniſhus with many Arguments to prove a 
greater exemption in the Supreme, than in the Subordinate 
Alagiftrates: Yet St. Paul having ſpoken of all together 
in one breath; the Higher or Eminent Powers ;, (the 
ſame with all in Authority, or Eminence, in another uy 

the Minifter of Go, being iaic 
of the Loweſt Degree of Magiſtrates as well as of the 
Higheſt; no Unaccountableneſs, no Submiſſion, no degree of 
Nom reſiſt ance can be inferred merely from the expreſſions 


here uſed, with reſpect to the Higheſt, which may not | 


with equal force be mferred from them, with reſpe& to 


the Lower and Subordinate. For He is not here conſide- 
ring them under the notion of Higheſt, and Lomeſt; but | 


as all together managing a moſt Godlike, and Benefi. 
cent Office in the World, © - dp: | 


F. With reſpect to what I urged in the #fth place, that 


the Right of Self Defenſe was the thing mainly contend- 
ed for by others, and not at all, under that expreſs notion, 


touched upon by your Lordflzup 3 I have already given à 


full and ſufficient Demonſtration, that, under the colour 
of ſuch words, as Unaccountable, Exempt from Cenſure, 


and Puniſpment, and the like, applied toGovernours, your | 


Lordfnip meant effectually to deveſt the Governed from all 
Right to Real Self-Defenſe. And I yow obſerve that your 


Lordſpipdoth not here ſo much as attempt to ſhew that 


your Arguments, tho' deſigned for that purpoſe, are of 

rength enough to prove the Civil Magi ſtrate exempt 
from ſuch Humane Cenſure, and Puniſhment as is inſepa- 
rable from this Right to Self-Defenſe. From hence it 
appears both that my Fifth reaſon was very much to the 
purpoſe ; and that it {till remains in its fall force. Thus 
much in vindication of what I before offered againſt your 
Lordſbip's Argument for the Unlimited Exemption of the 


Civil Magiftrate, founded, as I thought, and as I (till think, MW 


upon his being the Ainiſter of God. 


Secondly, now beg leave to conſider again what I pre- 


| Famed to offer againſt your Lordſbip's judgment concern- 


ing the Original of Civil Government. 
1. My firſt Argument was to this effect, If a man have 

ſuch Power over his own Life, as that He may lawfully 

contract, and by that contract be abliged, when the 


Paulis 


| | 


5 


/ 


| 
[ 
t 
{ 


. 


a 88 1 
Public Good requires it, to give it up; then the Authorety 
of vil Governours may come from this contract. I in- 
ſtanced in a Soldier, Who by his contract is oblig d to ven- 
ture, where Ile is ſure to loſe his Life, at his General's 


Command. Permit me here juſt to obſerve that te 


word Venture, by the Power of Cuſtom, is not only uſed 
where there is an hazard and uncertainty, but alſo ſignifies 
ſimply to Dare, as may be ſeen in our Hictionaries: Which 
is hardly worth the mentioning, but that your Lordſbip 
thought it worth your Cenſure. But to the Argument 
your Lordſhip anſwers, that a Soldier is not ſure of Death 
in the Field of Battel, Nor did I ſay, he was; But in 
ſome other Caſes He may: Which I am ſure may be well 
ſuppoſed, if they have not really in fact happened. Nay, 
in the very Field of Battel, He is oblig'd to perſiſt in his 
oppolition to the Enemy, and not to give back ſo as to 
endanger the Victory, even at that time when He ſees, and 
feels Death to be inevitable; as inevitable as if an Execu- 
tioner Was to give the ſtroke. Nor doth your Loraſbip 
ſeem. to me, in another place, much to doubt of this 

Right. For when I proſecute the ſame Argument by ſays - 

ing that a Man, in ſome Caſes, may run voluntarily upon 
inevitable Death, for the ſafety of his Neighbours, &c. 
Your Lordſbip grants this, but ſaith that this reſults, zor 
from his having a power over his own. Life, but from God's. 
having ſomewhere ſaid, antecedently to any Original Con- 
tract ade at Horeb,that we ought to lay down our Li ves for 
the Brethren. Now, if your Tardſhip means that this re- 
ſults from an immediate Revelation made of his Will in 

this particular, this was not made a. part of Revelation, 

' as I know of, till many Hundreds of years after God's ta- 
king upon himſelf the Government of the Jems at Horeb : 
VIZ, 1 John. 3,16. But if your Lord/bip means that this 
was a dictate of Reaſon and true Honour, Which is the 
voice of G; (as I ſuppoſe, you mult mean) this is all 
{ contend for; that Men, by that Reaſon which God. - 
hath endowed, them with, are taught that they have 
this Power over their own lives, delegated to them by 
their Supreme Lord, when He made them reaſonable and 
ſociable Creatures. So that in Men, endowed with Rea 
Jon by God their Maker, there is this Pomer, and it is a true 
Judgment of their Reaſon, that they may lawefully make 

| aſe of it. But after having in other words granted what 
I contended for, your Een dig fairh that this doth not 
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come up to the point, which was that the Magiſtrate hath 
a Power to put a Murtherer to Death, which the Murthe- 
rer at that time hath not over himſelf, But to this I an- 
ſwer, that tho a Condemned Murtherer may not have this 
Fower over his own Life, yet this very Man might have 
ſo much Power over it as to contract at firſt with the Mo- 
iftrate, that when the Public Good fequired it his Life 
| ſhould be given up: Which, alone is ſufficient to the 
Point I was upon, v:z. That the Authority of the Magi- 
ſtrate to take away the Life of this Murtherer, when Pub 
lic Good ſhould require it, might be founded upon à Con- 
tract in which this very Man bore a part, But your Lord. 
hip infers from hence that the Magiſtrate hath more Power 
over this Mans Life, than he himſelf hath, or would have 
Had in my imaginary ftate of Nature: Which conſequently 
—_— come Pom this Man, p. 24. I obſerve, there- 
ore, «x | 1 1 
2. That, after I had declared that the point did 
not depend upon Men's having Power over their own 
Lives, if ſo be they appear to have Originally a Power, in 
ſome particular inſtances, over the lives of others; I ar-. 
ved in the next place, that tho' the Magiſtrate maß 
have more Power over this Murtherer's Life than He him- 
ſelf hath, or ever had ; yet He hath not more Power over 
it than the reſt of the Society have originally in themſelves. 
For inſtance, Let Cain be the Murtherer: And this at a 
time when all Manſtind were within the compals of no 
very extenſive Neighbourhood. I ſay, every one of theſe 
had fuch a Power over the Life of Cain, that, in cold 
Bloud, whenever they met him, they might ufe him as 
a Common Enemy, as one who would upon a like occaſion , 
Wi of them, as He had his Brother Abel: 
And that whoever had ſo uſed him, (I ſpeak, without 
ſuppoſing Almighty God to have interpoſed ) would 
have been a Public Benefactor. In which Sentence, that! 
may not ſeem to negle& your Lordbip's Queſtions, I un- 
derſtand by a Common Enemy, one Who not only hath 
been guilty of a Crime which nearly toncheth Humane 
Society; but one of whom they can have no ſecurity 
againſt the like to come; and likewiſe one, whoſe Pu- 
niſhment is neceſſary for the common Safety, and for 
the terror of any like minded. And by a Benefactor I 
underſtand, not one who doth a thing Beneficial in the Event, 
but, one that doth a Beneficial thing by lawful means, and m 
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a lawful and warrantable manner. Such an one do 1 
maintain that Perſon to be, who kills this Murtherer : 
And a Benefactor, in this ſame ſenſe, pardon me this one 


Inſtance: of my Zeal, do I account our Late Deliverer 


to have been; not to be Regiſter d, by me, in the Lift wit. 
— and Pilate, amongſt thoſe who do things Beneficral 
in the Event by unlawful means; but in that Noble Lit 


of ſuch as have ſacrificed all their Temporal Eaſe, and 
Quiet, to ſave whole Nations by lawful means, and in a 


[awful and warrantable manner. Your Lordſhip will eaſily 
ſee the Reaſon why I here ſpeak this: And I wiſh I could 
hide it from every other Reader. But, now to return, 


your Lordſhip would ask this Man whom I call a Public 


Bene factor to ſhew his Warrant for taking away the Life 
of this Murtherer, as, in the like Caſe, the Magiftrate can 
do his, being declared in Scripture to be a Revenger to exe 
cute wrath. If your Lordſhip here means a Scripture· war- 
rant, or a Warrant by expreſs Revelation, as one would 
think by theſe words, 1 anſwer that Thouſands of years 
had paſſed before this Scripture- warrant was penn d; that 
the Heathen Magiſtrates, in all parts of the World, had 
no ſuch Warrant to ſhew, neither have at this day; that 
during all that time, and fince, in the unenlighten d 
— of the World, any Magiſtrate might as well have 

en asked for his warrant. For even ſuppoſing that He 


had, in your Zordſp's ſenſe, àa warrant from God ;, yet 
He could not know whither to have recourſe for it : 4 
perhaps would have appealed only to the power lodge 


in Him by the Community. If your Lordſbip means a 
warrant from the light of Reaſon, and the nature of the 
thing; as no other can be, in this Inſtance, expected; I 


think there is ſufficient Warrant, and ſufficient Evidence 
of it. Nor doth your Lordſhip attempt to ſay any thing 
_ againſt this Argument, but that ſome of his Nezghbours 
may perhaps take him for as great a Malefactor as the 


MHurtherer himſelf. To which I reply, that if the 


thould, they would ſhew themſelves Enemies to Mankind, 


and of a very bad Spirit: And their Crime would be like 


the Crime of thoſe Men, who being without Revelation, 


and ignorant of God's expreſs approbation of the Afage- 
firate's Office made known in it, thould riſe up againſt the ' 


Atcgiftrate as a Malefactor, for having put to Death a 
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What I ſaid, under this Head, your Lordſhip avoids, 


becauſe, you ſay, I found it upon a Right of Self preſerva* 
tion, Which is not at all to the point you are diſcourſing of 
n your Sermon. With ſubmiſſion, my Lora, the point 
You were arguing againſt, and Which I was here treati 
of, was the Humane Original of Civil Government, An 
if it be implied in the Right of Self-preſervation, that a 
Ne:ghbourhood of Men, before a Aﬀagiftrate is fix 
amongſt them, have ſach a Right over a Company of Rob- 
bers, as the Magiſtrate himſelf hath after He is fixed, 
which is the Inſtance I give, p. 20; then this ought to 


be conſidered, becauſe it is an Argument againſt what 


your Lordſhip expreſsly, and in words, aſſerted. For 
uppoling that you might avoid what I ſaid in the #r/t 
part of the Confiderations, about e as a thing 
not touched upon by your Lordſhip ; yet the Caſe is very 
different here, where you expreſsly aſſert that there is 
not, originally, either in ſingle Men, or in a Community 
of Men, that right to puniſh Evil. doers which is in the 
Magiſtrate. Againſt this I argue from this Inſtance of a 
Band of Deſtroyers coming down upon aà place where 
there is not a Civil Migiſtrate ſettled; the Inhabitants of 
which place have a Right to go out againſt theſe ; to do 
What they can to kill them ; or, if they/take any of 
them, to put them to death, even in cool blood, for a 
terror to the reſt: Which is all that a General, or Ma- 
ftrate, can do, when He is eſtabliſhed amongſt them. 
his is not fixing any thing upon your Lordſhip which 
you have not ſpoken of; but arguing directly againſt 
247 aſſertion : And therefore either the force of it is to 
acknowledged, or the weakne/s of it to be ſhew'n.. 
Another obſervation of your Lordſbip's againſt this Po- 
fition, that the Power of the Magiſtrate comes from M 
is, that it is directly contrary to what the Apaſtle affirms, 
viz. T hat there is no Power but of Ged. In anſwering to 
this, I did ſuppoſe that your Lordſbip here meant that 
it was contrary to the rrue meaning of theſewords, or to 
theſe words rightly underſtood, and not merely to the 


words, without any determinate meaning affixed to them. 
But your Lordſbip ſeems to take it amiſs, and you ask, 


Where have 1 interpreted thoſe words of the Apeſtle? Io 


Which give me leave to anſwer, that you could not affirm 
the Poſition before mentioned to be contrary to the Apo- 
file's Affirmation, without putting a ſenſe upon the words 


cen. 


** 


h 


[ 
| 
; 
{ 
[ 
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I pret, ordained of God, as highly wit 
| your: Lordſbip doth in your Ways may ſhew the ſame con- 


ans x 

contrary to that Poſtion: And this is interpreting the 
words. As when a Roman Catholic ſaith that the Prote- 
ftant Doctrine about the Sacrament is directly contrary to 


what our Saviour affirms, This is nn Body; He puts an 


peg rn or a ſenſe upon theſe words, contrary to 
the Proteſtant Doctrine. And had I not underſtood your 


Lordſhip thus, ſurely I might well be taxed with little 
reſpect to you, to ſuppoſe that you only meant to obſerve, © 


that that Pofition is contrary to the ſound of St. Pauls 
words, which your Lord/hip muſt have meant, unleſs you 
put an interpretation upon them; but whichignifies no- 
thing to the Cauſe in hand. Yet is your Lordſhip here 


endeavouring, p. 28, to make the Reader believe that it 


was only the words of St. Paul, without any interpreta- 
tion, that you had your Eye to. For you ſay, J only 
barely cite the words, I only ſimply Lr that that poſition 
ic direłily contrary to them. And, after” this, that the 
Reader may the better judge, you preſent the matter in this 


Rom. 13. 1. The Poſition, 2 
There is no power but | The So vereigu Power of the Su- 
of God : the powers that | preme Magiſtrate is derived to Hlim 
be are ordained of God.] from the aggregate Body of thePeo= 
"== M tle, as by their Grant, or Conceſſion. 


Now here one of theſe two things muſt be true; Ei- 


ther that your Lordſhip interprets theſe words ſo as that 
by Power, and Powers, ſhall be underſtood 1 
Authority; and by being ordained of God ſhall be under - 
N „coming by Commiſſion from Him, and not from 

Men who have no ſuch Authority to give; and then in- 
deed the Pofition contradicts what you underſtand to be 


affirmed by St. Paul: Or, that you allege the words only” 


without any determinate ſenſe to the. 
A If — wy -4 on be — I am or to be 
amed for ſuppoſing that your hip put a ſenſe upon 
theſe words: And then the only point had been,not to have 
5 — the words, but to have proved that to have 
the only true interpretation. For till that be done, 


any one who thinks the Per ſons of Governours to be here 


ſpoken of, as many Learned Men do ; and will but inter- 


reſpect to them, as: 


0 


« 


tradiction 
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words, by repreſenting it after the ſame manner. © 


Rom, 13. 1. | Your Lord/hip's Poſition. 
. There is no power | Governours are not ordained of God, 
but of God : the pom- but are entirely depending upon the 
ers that be are or- | Laws and Conftitutions of ſeveral 
dained of God. Countries, i. e. the Will of Men. 


If the latter be true, that your Loraſbip meant only that 
in ſound theſe words contradict the forementioned poſition; 
Janſwer that there is no ſuch thing as contradicting the 
ſound of words, without any particular meaning put upon 
them: A contradiction being nothing, but with reſpect to 
particular poferions, with ſuch and ſuch determinate mean- 
ings affixed to the words of them. If this be not fo; 
ſome of the trueſt Pofitions in the World may be ſaid to 
contradict ſome Text of Scripture or other. For inftance, 
The Poſition of Proteſtants is, That the Sacramental Bread 
is not the Body of Chrift, as the Papifts underſtand it: 
This, ſaith a Papift, is directly contrary to what our Lord 
- affirms. For this purpoſe He may only cite the words, and 
ny fimply affirm that it is ſo, and preſent the matter in 

iS TVieWs * e . : 18 


. 


Matth, 26. 26. | The Poſition, - 

This is my Body. l This is not the Body of Chriſt but Bread. 

And he may add your Lord/hip's words that follow here. 
If the Reader doth not ſee a contradiction between theſe two 
Aſſertions, I can't help his Eyeſight, nor his Underftanding. 
I make no gloſs at all upon the Text. I give no ftudied and 
elabprate interpretation of it. That belongs to thoſe to do 
who would have it thought that there is not a contradiction 
between that Text and this Poſition. Rr 


The like Methods may be taken in the following 
r Inſtances. * 
Texts of Scripture. 


N Poſitions. oy 
Smear Not at all, 


tis Lawful to Swear upon 
3 „ I ſome octaſions. UFO 
Children obey your Parents Children obey not your Pa- 
n lm ͤ 4054 
Jay unto you, Reſiſt not | It is Lamful to reſiſt evil, 
evil, - ai But 


in ſome Caſes, 


* ES. - 


” 


#P - | | £ 
Cad 
Bat now, if the Poſtions were a little otherwiſe ey 
_ preſſed, the Contradiction would twt appear to be any — : 
Contradigtvan, As for inſtances c/n On | 


_ Math, 26. 26.  - © Poſition, + 1 | 
This is my Body. | This is Bread; called the Body of Chriſt 
e 467 e OO RA RP » but figurative ſenſe, 2 


So, with reſpect to the Pofirion oppoſed by your Lordſhip. AY 
Rom. 13. 1. The Poſition? % 9 
There is no Power | The Authority of Civil Go vernours came # 
but of God: The | originally from Agreement of Alen: | 
Powers that be Said hereto be ordained of God, as it i 4 
are © ordained of [ agreeable to his Will that Civil Gover- 24 
God. + © + fours ſhould have this Authority. © W | 


For all the contradiction between this Poſirion, and St, Il 
Paul's Affirmation is this, that they who maintain this [ 
Poſition underſtand St. Paul's words, being ordain'd of 


PS, SG... ELLE. od ⁵ðↄ. i. DA rd 


God, in a Senſe conſiſtent with that Poſition, and a ſenſe £4 
juſtifiable by other places of Scripture. And He doth + 
not really contraditt a Text of Scripture, who allows it in 4 
that Senſe, which alone ſeems to Him confiſtent with the 1 


nature of things; and which can be defended by the com- 

mon uſage of words. But have ſaid enough to this Point. 
: and | fear too much. But in ſaying thus much I have 
| likewiſe given an account, that this expreſſion may be 
> © uſed both of the Perſons and Authority of Governours \, as 
0 your Lordſbip faith it muſt have reference to the Raman 
Emde rours of their Perſons, without implying in it either 
1 that God expreſly nominated them; or ſo much as always 
/ 
2 


approved of the methods in which they came to the G0. 
vernment; and of their Authority, without implying that it 

did not come immediately from Mankind, whomGod him. 

ſelf made Reaſonable and Sociable Creatures. Which ſuffi= 
ciently excuſeth me from what your Lord ſbip ſeems to 

expect of me, p. 30. becauſe I never denied that the Apts 

| did here affirm the Magiſtrate s Authority to be ordain'd 
” of God; but only defired' the liberty ro underſtaud that 
| expreſſion after a manner different from your Senſe of it, 
and as juſtifiable by all Rules of Inter pretation. And — . 8 
8. your Lordſhip would not underſtand this of the Perſons 
„ of thoſe in poſſeſſion of Power; any otherwiſe than as they | 


8 
j * * 
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* 
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2 (46) 

come to that poſſefior under the inſpection of God's Provi- 
gence: I thought I might be allowed a like latitude in in- 
1 it with reſpect to the Authority, properly ſo 
called, of Perſons in Power, I only add, that I am ſtill 


of the ſame Mind, that if the Authority of the firſt Ra- 


man Emperours; of Him, for inſtance, under whom our Sa- 
viour was born; or of Him, under whom he Suffered; or of 


Fim under whom St. Paul wrote this, muſt be underſtood 


to be conveyed immediately from God, in the higheft 
Senſe; then I ſee not but that were Force may convey a 
Right, and demand a Divine Commiſſion 8 ſo called. 
For what pre ſcription, which the Republic had fo long on 
its ſide; or what Authoritative Legal Act of the whole 
Conftitution, the firſt Emperours had on their ſide, (which 
your Lordſpip ſaith ought to be looked on as the beſt Titles; 
it will be hard to determine: Or indeed what better Ti- 
tle than that of Mere Poſſeſſion. = Se 

Lean think of nothing alleged by your Lordfhip in Re- 
lation to the Divine Commiſion of Princes which I have 
not conſidered, unleſs it be your profeſſing to argue from 

that expreſſion, Prov. 8. 15. By me Kings Reign, the very 
next words to which are theſe, And Princes T 
Now, 1. Solomon is not here ſpeaking of God, but of Vi 
dlam, called Underſtanding, v. 14. of Wiſdom poſſeſſed by God, 


— — 


v. 22; and by which he Acts. Nor can this be poſſibly 


underſtood of any but Wiſe Kings, becauſe no others 
Reign by Miſdom; or of any but ſuch as decree uftice, 
as the very words of the ſame verſe limit it. 2. Suppo- 

fing this ſpoken of God; your Lordſbip cannot think that 
this expreſſion neceſſarily implies in it a Divine Com- 


miſſion, in the Senſe now debated, given to all 2 : be- 


cauſe you have obſerved your ſelf, Sermon, p. 5. that by 
ſuch expreſſions in Scripture, as God putteth down one, and 
fetteth up another; He giveth the Kingdom to whom He 
Neaſeth; He gave the land of Fudea into the hands of Ne- 
buchadneter, nothing more is often meant, than that He 
permitted theſe things to come to paſs: And becauſe eve- 
ry one, who reads the Scripture, knows that what comes 
to paſs under his inſpection, is often there ſpoken of as His 
oing, even When it cannot be ſo much as, in the leaſt 
degree, approved of by Him. 3. If your Lordſhip will 
not interpret this expreſſion of God's nominating the very 
Perſons why mutt it be meant of his immediate Com- 
wmiſſon to lawful Foſſeſſors? The Phraſe is as ſtrong for the 


E 


cree juſtice. 


* 


es 


ME, -F "© 
firſt: Tt excludes noPoſefſors. Neither will it any mote + 
follow from this expreſſion, which alone we are now con- 
ſidering, that God -interpoſeth in giving a Commiſſion to 
any King in our days; than that He immediately inter- 
poſeth in nominating him for Ring. 1 
Vour Loraſbip's Third Argument was founded upon this, 
that there was not a number of Men before the Inſtitutias 
of Civil Government, which zumber of Men had the 
Power of the Magiſirate, &c. My firſt Reply to this, was 
not carping at an expreſſion, which I have ever avoided, 
but an Argument drawn from what your Lordſhip 
maintained before, which ſeem'd to me inconſiſtent with 
the allowance you made here, Sermon, p. 11. where v 
ſay, This indeed might poſſibly have been true in caſe this 
multitude had Cee out of the Earth, or been created all 
at once, &c. Now if any one deſires to be ſatisfied what 
your Lordſhip there meant, that This ſhould refer to, theſe 
two obſervations are enough, 1. That the words immedi- 
Kern KF ks this allowance are theſe, Which whole mud- 
titude had then by Natural Right, the ſame Tower oer in- 
le Men, which is now exerciſed by the Magiſtrate." Then 
lows, This indeed might poſſibly be true, &c. Which no 
one I believe could help interpreting of this, that this 
multitude might have a Magiſtratical Authority in them. 
2. That had your Lordſpip had an Eye only to this, waz. * 
That there was a Number of Men before the inſtitution 
of Civil Government; you could not have choſen this 
expreſſion. For ſuppoling that Maltitude created ail at 
once, it not only might poſſibly, but muſt certainly be true, 
that there was a Number of Men before the [nftiturion of 
Civil Government From whence it is plain that your 
Lordſpip's conceſſion had an Eye to the other Point imme- 
diately preceding it. So that my Argument drawn from 
this Conceſſion naturally offered it ſelf, and ſtill ſtands good: 
It being impoſſible to ſuppoſe but that your Lora ſhip would 
at firſt have ſaid ſo, had you deſign d it for a Conceſſion, 
merely for diſputation ſake, and not for a real allowance. 
My Second reply was taken from your Lore ſhips di- 
ſtinguiſhing between the Natural, and Political Capacity 
of Mankind. The force of the reply is not denied by 
your Lordſhip any otherwiſe than by ſaying that I miſtook 
your Senſe, and by maintaining, that tho! there be ground 
for the diſtinction, as the World goes now, yet at firſt 
the Paternal Government, at leaſt of Adam and Neab, for 
1 8 „ | 1 ple 


” FF eo _—_— a by be dd Od dA A — 


: L * 8 
. . ; 4 , \ : 
OA ef he e IEA e BEA open en en tA, owed Heer | 
2 yer 2 D 2 2 * 2 2 2 * ES Se r P50 vary S, ww 7 * 199 d g 4 . 


- 
o 


1 
il 
14 
2 
33 
1 
L 9 
15 


- 
' 
LY 2 7 A 8 


n 


3 
1 
1 
* 
| 
E 
4 
4 
: 
2 
. 
s 
' 
1 
4 
[- 
6 


* * 
4 5 «4 
85 
* 
"WF 4 i 
* - 
5 * - 
4 6 | * 
* a 2 c 
= * 


J eo pp ̃ —ͤͤmũ ͤ—.çÄ W re 
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CCC 
plied in it a Civil Government over all their Deſcendents. 
hat your Lordſhip may be of this Mind, I do not deny: 


But that you ſpake in your firſt Acceſſian- Ser mon of a. Na- 


tural: Right to Civil Government in ſo extenſive a manner 


as to oblige your Readers to think otherwiſe, is I think 


very plain from what I have before ſaid; And that, in 
this very paſſage of the laſt Sermon, about which we now 
are ſpeaking, you could not be underſtood by any to make 
the Natural and Political Capacity, even of Adam's Chil- 
dren the ſame, is evident from hence, that you are ſpeak- 
ing of every Man fince the firſt, i. e. of his Children, as 
well as thoſs of this Generation; and do affirm of them, 
that in their Natural Capacity they were born. Subject to 
their Parents, and in their Political Capacity to the. King, 
The ufing the word and, here, and not or; joined with 


your Lordſhip's unlimited declaration againſt Natural 


ight to Civil Government, Will juſtify me in fixing this 


upon you. But to be ſare, now your Lore ſbip hàth ſo 


10 declared your ſelf, in this Auſwer, for Adam, and 
oah's Civil Authority; And in your Sermon for the Fa- 
rernal Title of the Firft Kings to Civil Government, Which 
muſt take in more than Adam, and Noah; I ſhall not any 
more charge you with ſuch a diſtinctiun in fo unlimited a 


manner. And your Lordſhip having enter'd, as I think, | 


into anew Scheme; and a Scheme; I believe, unknown in 
former Ages; I ſhall not now trouble you with my endea- 
vours to confute it: But beg leave here to promile, ſince 
your Zordfhip hath given credit at leaſt to ſome branch or 


branches of the Parriarchal Scheme, that a Dijtintt Exa-. | 


mination of every Branch of that Scheme, as it hath been 


mended. and laboured, by the lateſt, and ableſt Hand 


that ever yet managed it, which hath lain by me for ſome 


time, ſhall be Publiſhed in a Second Part of the Afeaſures 
of Submiſſion, Which will ſoon follow theſe Papers z and 


in which the Original of Civil Authority ſhall be largely 


diſcuſſed. At preſent, ſince your Lordſbip here faith, that 


if Moſes's Hiftory of the Creation be true, the Magiſtrate's 


Power is ſuch as the People never could have, p. 32. and 
that you verily believe the firſt Man had as much the Power, 
(i. e. in this Queſtion, the Authority) of a Civil Gouer- 
nour, as any King hath nom, p. 33. Lonly beg leave to ask, 


How this appears? And I find, that your Lordſhip, p. 33. 
acknowledges that it is not ſo eaſy to prove this in the Au- 


tediluvian State, becauſe of the thorinels of the Hife. 


5 But, 0 
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But, with reſpe& to the Times after the Flood your 
Lordſhip thinks it evident that that Command, Whoſo 


ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed, 
either inſtituted a Civil Government, or ſuppoſed it 2 | 
4 


ſettled : For who but the Civil Magiſtrate could Judici 


put to Death a Murtherer ? And who could be then that 


Civil Governour but Noah? But, with Submiſſion; A4 
Lord, If this Command inſtituted Civil Government, as 
you allow us to think it might z then Noah was not Civil 
Governour before this, neither in the Ark, nor after 
the Flood; then his being a Magiſtrate did not depend 


upon his being the Common Father, but upon God's poſi- 


tive declaration; and then it is eaſie to anſwer your 
Lorsfhip's laſt Queſtion, by ſaying that any one might 


have been that Civil Governour as well as Noah, by the 


4 of God, who hath the abſolute diſpoſal of 
this Right to Government, But if your Loraſbip will re- 


linquiſh this; and ſay, that this Command ſuppoſeth a 


Civil Government already fixed in Noah, I beg of you to 
conſider whether this be not ſuppoſing the very thing 


in debate: Becauſe there is nothing in theſe words that 


neceſſarily infers a Judicial procedure againſt a Murtherer, 
after the Cuſtom of ſuch Courts of Judicature as long 
experience ſeems to have brought into uſe; and nothing 
but what may be interpreted as an allowance to all Men 
to attaque, and uſe a Murtherer as a public Enemy. And 


if this may be the 2 of them, then it muſt be 


proved that there were Judicial Proceedings againſt Ma. 
lefaffors, at that time, in uſe, from other paſſages, a 
not from this, which doth by no means neceſſarily imply 


- any ſuch thing. And I cannot but think, if Almighty 


God had reſpect in this paſjage to Noah, as a Civil 
Aagiftrate already ſettled, that it would have been ex- 
preſſed fo as to have named Him, as the only Aven- 
ger of Blood; and ſo likewiſe, if Aodern Accounts of 
Magiſtracy be true, as to have exempted Him from all 
Cenſure, and Puniſhment from the reſt of Mankind. 
Neither of which is done in theſe words. Whoſo fhed- 


derh Man's Blovd is as unlimited an expreſſion as poſ- 


ſible, and as little in favour of Noah, as of any of his 
Sons: Spoken to all in common, Gen. 9. 6. And in the 
threatning, by man fall his blood be ſhed, the word Afar 


may ſignify any Man, of what degree foever, as well as the 


word Man in the former yu of the n 
e 2 ern 
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"a Weman's Right to Civil Government, For tho', a 
innumerable Changes that have been made in the Govern- 
ments of all Nations, it cannot appear which MA hath 
the antient Natural Right to the Civil Government of a 


3 
| ha ve juſt now replied. - 


3 (300 
deth man's blood. Which is enough to ſhew that what 
your Lord/hip hath alleged in favour even of Adam and 
Noah, is not ſufficient to prove that their Paternal Go- 


dernment implied in it a Civil Government over their De- 
ſcendents; mach leſs, to prove that this was of any im- 
portance to the Civil Government of any Nation in the 
World, even the next minute after their deatbkss. 


have but one thing bow to add, which 1 confeſs I 
cannot perſuade my ſelf to omit, it ſeems to be of ſo great 
importance to this Nation in its preſent circumſtances: 
viz, that, if Paternal Right were by God's appointment, 
the foundation of Civil Authority; then, either God's ap- 
pointment is of little obligation, or it is impoſſible that 


any Preſcription, or any Humane Conſtitution, can : to 
ter the 


Nation; yet this muſt appear, that it is impoſtible a 


Woman ſhould have it: Non apparere may be, m effect, 
the ſame with zn eſſe in ſome Cafes, But what ſhalt we 


ſay tothe Cuſe of a Cueen, of whom, upon the foregoing 


. ny . X F 
Principles, I ſuſpect, it may be affirmed, not only that 


her Original R. ght to Government doth not appear , but 
that it appear plainly, She can have none;? I fear this will 
reduce the 7;tle of any een to nothing better than U- 


furpation : And this conſideration hath made me, on other 


occaſions, appear againſt ſuch a Scheme, and think it 


'worth while to examine it. | 


3. My Taird Reply was taken from hence, That your 
Lorafpip had not urged any thing to prove that every 
Man, ſince the firit, was born a Subject, in a Political 
ſenſe, which was the Point to be proved. This was the 
medium Which your Leraſbip voluntarily choſe, in order 
to prove the falſhood of a certain Pofitzon mentioned be- 


fore. And therefore J hope it could be no Crime in me 
to call for ſome prof of this, upon Which the Argument 


reſted, eſpecially ſince it was not a point impoſed by me; 
but an affirmative of your Lordſpip's: And on the fide 


of an afirmarive you contend. that demonſtration may 


moft juſtly be expected. Whether your Lerdſip bath, 
under the preceding Head, advanced fufficient proof of 
this, the Reader will judge by comparing it With What ! 


4. My 


(51) 


Conce 


4. MY Fourth Reply was taken from your Lordfhit's: 
10 


— 


to Civil Government : Which I thought the belt way of 
arguing I could have choſen. Your Leraſpip denies that 


you meant the Conceffion as I underftood it; and bath now. 


revoked it, if ever it were meant ſo. Whether I had 


reaſon to underſtand it as I did, hath appeared from 
what I have already ſaid to this, under the Second general 
Head : But the main Cauſe depends not upon my having 
miftaken, or not miſtaken, this matter. 
F. My Fifth Reply Was only deſign'd. to ſhew the poſſi- 
bility of laying the foundation of Civil Government in 
Heluntary Compact, and Conſent, by inftancing in ſome 
Companies, or Clans of Men without any Eftabl:fbed Civil 
Government amomgſt them: Which Eftabliſprent, there- 


fore, cannot, I ſay, be founded fu upon any thing, 


but their Conſent. In anſwer to this, your Lordſhip is 


pleaſed to name another way of rightfully ſettlins it, and 


that is, the immediate interpoſition of Almighty God, p. 41. 
But believe no one could poſſibly underitand me other- 
Wiſe than as ſpeaking of e of things, 
under the guidance of the ordinary Providence of Ged. 
If I thould ſay that the only rightful way of recovering the 
poſſeſſion of an Eftate is to make appear the belt legal Rig n 
to it; would any one deny this, becaule there is another 
way, viz. by the miraculous interpoſition of God Alu. 
ty in his behalf? Your Zoraſbip laith, there is no other 
rightful Title to Government, but a legal one. Would it 
become me, in anſwer to this, to hope that your Lorafh.p 
will allow, that if God Almighty ſhould 1mmediately aps 
point a Perſon to Govern, this would be a rightful Title ? 


But your Lordſbip not only allegeth this, but offers {c- 


veral other difficulties upon this Head of Con ſent, all 
which will, I think, be an{wered by putting the Cafe, in 


very few words, as it ought to be: And all which, ſhall, 


in due time, be confidered more at length, as I have al- 
ready promiſed. Let us at preſent therefore, only ſup- 
poſe ſeveral Families of Men, bomen, and Children, fly- 
ing fram-Tyranny, and Miſery, to have been caſt by the 
Providence of God, upon an unpoſſeſs d part of à Conrr- 
nent, the other parts of which we will ſuppoſe full of In- 


babitants. Theie Perſons may find Enemies, even a+ 


mongſt themſelves, to their Common Quiet; as well as 


many Acts of Violence, and Kapine, threatned fi on the 
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Inhabitants of the other Parts: Here, in the firſt place, 


it is plain, that a/ who can do it, have Authority to de- 


fend themſelves, and their Brethren, againſt theſe Ere- 


mies of both ſorts ; and are obliged, in reaſon to do it, as 
opportunity offers; and might frequently have Aſemblies 
for this purpoſe, to which as many, as pleaſed, might 


come. But let us ſuppoſe, that, thinking it more conveni- 


ent to entruſt this matter ofSe/f-defenſe,and their Common 
Intereſt, with ſome particular Perſons, whoſe buſineſs, 
in a peculiar manner, it ſhould be to adviſe amongit 
themſelves, and to iſſue out Orders, and Commands, for 
the public good; any part of thoſe preſent in one of 
theſe Aſſemblies, ſhould reſolve upon a particular Perſon, 
or Perſons, to inveſt with this Office z here it is plain, 
that nothing is neceſſary for the ſettling of Civil Govern- 
ment amongſt them, but this Conſent, by which they give 
an Authority which they had before in themſelves : And 
it is the diRate of Reaſon, which is the Voice of God 
that they ſhould do thus. A Civil Society, with ſettled 
Governours, would by this means be formed: Which Go- 
vernours would have a Right to defend this Society againſt 
all Enemies, whether Men, Women,and Children; whether 
ſuch as were of the ſame Body before, or ſuch as were old- 
er Inhabitants of other parts of the ſame Land. If others 
of them who diſſent from this, thinking other Methods 
better, depart, and ſettle another Society, under a differ- 
ent form of Civil Government; here will be another Go- 


ernment ſettled by m_ And this will have the ſame 


right likewiſe to defend it ſelf from all ſorts of Enemies. 


If the Wives of any, diſlike theſe proceedings; yet, 
the Matrimonial Contract is an obligation upon them 


not to be Enemies to that Socity, in which their Huſ- 
hands have fixed themſelves: But if they be ſo; the 
Society is to be defended from them, as from other 
Enemies. If any of their Children, upon coming to 
the uſe of their own Reaſon, dliſſem; this doth not 
prove that the Goverment was not rightfully ſettled 
amongſt them who did conſent to it. Theſe Children, 
muſt either remove; or, if they live within the reach of 
it, muſt ſubmit at leaſt to what they cannot approve of: 
Otherwiſe the Society hath a Right to be defended againſt 
them, as Public Enemies. Henee it is plain, that tho* the 
74 of ſome doth not neceſſarily conclude thoſe who 
diſſent ;, yet it ſettles a Civil Govermment amongſt _ 
who 


* 
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who conſent; and gives the Civil Governaur ſuch an A 
thority over thoſe who diſſent from it, as that He ma 
Rightfully make Laws, and execute them, againſt all Per» 
ſons, of all Ages, Sexes, and Conditions, who endanger. 
the ſafety of this Community : Which, I hope, is a ſuffi» 
cient anſwer to what your Loraſbip urgeth, P- 39, But I 
may well be excuſed from naming the preciſe time when 
Conſent form'd the very firſt Civil Government, and the 
Perſon to whom the Invention was owing, as your Lords 
ſhip ſeems to expect, p. 35. Since you are pleaſad your 
ſelf to own, with reſpect to your own Scheme, that the 
moſt antient and ſacred History is fo ſhort as to give nos 
the leaſt account of any Act of the Regal Government ol 
Adam, or his Heirs for that long ſpace of time before the 
Hood: And ſince I can go fo far as out of that ſhort 
Hiſtory to give an inſtance which makes it very probable 
that there was a ſpace of time at firſt, without an EStablifh» 
ed Civil Government viz, That of Cain, who, upon occa- 
ſion of his Murthering Abel, did not expreſs a fear of be- 
ing taken, and judicially tried and condemned by Adam 3 
bat of being Killed by any of mankind, who ſhould meet 
him; which is not the fear of a Aurtherer under any ſer- 
tled Civil Government, Yet if your Lordfhip will truſt 
the beſt Hiſtorians, and the wiſeſt Heads amongſt the 
Heathens, they will tell you the very Men to whom. 
ſome particular Neighbourhoods, by conſent, ſubjected 
hemſelves, which before had no ſettled form of Cui 
Government ; As (hall be more fully diſcourſed on ance 
ther occaſion, | | 7 % e 


| My Sixth Reply was this, that ſuppoſing your Lerdſpip 
ſhould be lets prove the pres of Governours to 
come from God, in the higheſt ſenſe poſſible; I could nog 
ſee the great advantage of this to the Cauſe you defend s 
that is, as I there explain it, the Governed may, not- 
withſtanding this, have a right to {ave themſelves from 
being ruined even by their Governours ;, and may have as 
immediate a Commiſſion from God for Self-preſer vation, 
and Selfedefenſe. That the comrary to this is what 2 
Lordſhip maintained under the covert of other words, is 
what I have plainly proved; that this Point of the Di- 
dine Authority of Governours was laboured by your Lord-. 
hip in order to ſtrengthen what you had before ſaid of 

the Exemption of Gavernours ; and to introduce, amongſt 
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the Sermon. The Cauſe therefore, which your Lordſhip 


th N 
the reſt, the inference about Unlimited Nau-reſiſtance, will 
be plain to any one who will be at the pains to look into 


defends was not miſtaken by me: At leaſt, that the moſt 
unlimited Nomreſiſtance of Subjects is one of the Cauſes 
defended by you, your Lordſhip doth not deny. And there- 
fore this Reply ſtands good, having nothing alleged againſt 
it, but that I have niſrepreſented your Senſe, as to the 
Extent of the Authority of the Magistrate; of Which J 
have given a full account already. | 8 

To what follows, p. 47. I have ſufficiently anſwered 
already, 'Your Lordſhip confined all your Argument, as 
you ſometimes your ſelf contend, to the Emperour, or 
Supreme MagiStrate. You do here acknowledge that De- 


puted Magistrates were likewiſe ſpoken of by St. Paul. 


From whence | have argned that nothing can be inferred, 
merely from St. Pauls words, with reſpe& to the Su- 
preme, which may not likewiſe be inferred, concerning 
the Subordinate. e 955 
The only thing remaining, that comes under this Third 


General Head of my preſent deſign, is your Lorajhip's 


Reply to the Queſtion I ask ed, Conſider. p. 40. In what are 
Magiſtrates the Minifters of God, conſidered as exceeding 
the bonds of their Commiſſion ? To which your Lordſbip re- 


plies, p. 49. that I ſhould firſt have anſwered a few 


Queſtions, which the latter part of the ſame ſentence that 
gave occaſion to my Queſtion, did, by implication, put to 
any Perſon that ſhould be in the mind to take exceptions, &c. 


From whence I beg leave to argue, in my own behalf, 


that if it would have been no Cime in me here to have 
charged your Lordſpip with asking Cueſtions, by implic a- 
tion; it cannot be a Crime in me, in other places, to have 


charged you with Poſitions, tho only by implication, and 


not in expreſs words, affirmed, But, as to the -wejtions 
here propoſed ; To the h have anſwered at full length, 
in the 2. Chap. of the Meaſures of Submiſſion ;, as tikewile | 
to the Third; having there laid down; and vindicated 
my interpretation of Rom. 13. 1, 2, &c. from whence any 
Reader may lee, that, as | earmot make Tyranny the Mi. 
niſtry of God; ſo I never thought of contining St. Paul's 


Precepts to any particular time, but have pleaded for the 


extent of them, rightly underſtood, to all Ages of the 
Goſpel. - And for the Second, about the Laws of: the Em- 


pire, Ithink it evident from St. Paul him ſelf, that, as get; 
142 | | Chri- 
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Chriſtians, equally with all other Men, wert protected by 


them in their Privileges and Properties, And, upon the 


contrary ſuppoſition, I have given a Kept) to this Defficulty, 
in the Meaſures of Submifhion, p. 141. | ſhall not therefore 
now trouble your Lord/1p unneceſſarily upon theſe Heads, 
becauſeI find nothing alleged here againſt what] for mer- 
ly advanced; and becauſe I have a new occaſion given 
me, by a very Ingenious and Celebrated Author, particular - 
ly to conſider theſe Dzfficulties, To return therefore, 

The Qreftion propoſed by me was this, In what is it 
that the Magiſtrate, whilſt He is tranſgreſſing his Com- 
million, is the Miniſter of God, or hath the Authority of 
God ? Your Lorafhip anſwers, p. 50. that, tho* as bad Ha- 


giſtrates they Tranſereſs God's Rules, yet as Magiſtrates, or 


Governours, they are ftill the Miniſters of God. The 
meaning of which, as it it is in Anſwer to this @zeſtzon, 
muſt be this; that, as bad Magiſtrates, they are without 
all Comiſſion from God; but as Magiſtrates, as Officers 
truly deſerving that name, they have his Commuſſuon - 
That is, in other words, that, in whatſoever they do a- 
gainft the Ends of their Office, they are without Au- 
thority ; but in whatſoever they do agreeably to the Of- 
Ace of Magiſtrates, they are his Miniſters. Which is the 
very thing for which I am contending. The file by 
which your Zordf5ip endeavours to explain it, is this. 
Juſt as a Prieft is the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſter of God, and 


actually, the Miniſter of Jeſus Chrift, even at the very 


a 


time that He exceeds the bounds of his Commiſſion, and 18. 
preaching contrary to his Goſpel, To which I humbly re- 
ply, that this Man, in the doingthis, whover He be, is 
the Miniſter, not of Jeſus Chriſt, but of the great Ene- 
my of Mankind. His being the Afifter of Jeſus Chrift, 
in the Preaching his Will, or Baptizing Believers, or 
Propagating his Huth, cannot make him the Ainiſter 
of Chriſt, even Whilſt He is Preaching againſt Chriſt, 
diſhonouring his Goſpel, and arguing Men into ee 
And therefore, | cannot but wiſh your Lorafsip had word- 
ed this after another manner. For if your LZoraſhip 
only means, that even whilſt He is Preaching agam3f 


Chriſt, He'hath Authority to Preach for him; that 


Whilſt He is ſhewing himſelf the Minister of an 
Evil pirit, e is by his Office oblig'd to be the Mini- 
ter of Chris; this may be true, but is nothing againſt 


What ] have alleged. For in this Caſe, I likewiſe think 


-. ' thee. 


JJ .. 
theſe two things very evident. 1. That the 2 are 
ſtrittly obliged not to obey Him in any thing which t 
know to be contrary to Chriſt's Law, even tho he Preac 
it under the pretext of his having Authority to Preach 
the contrary. And, 2. That, ſuppoſing the continuance 
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i of his Prieftly Authority, in any Points, becomes incon- 
i ſiſtent with the intereſt, and preſervation of Chriſt's 
i Church, He is from that inſtant deveſted of all Authority; 
| I fay, ſuppoſing it certain that He cannot retain his Au- 
„ thority Which was once given Him, without the ruine o 
if the Church. This Caſe, cannot, as I know of, happen; 
18 But I put it thus, to make it parallel with the Caſe of C;- 
I! Vill Authority, of Which I ſaid theſe two things, 1. That 
| a Prince cannot have God's Authority, in any one ſingle 
= inſtance, to act againſt the end of his Office: Tho' whilſt 


= He is doing it, it may be true, that He hath Commiſſion 
if and Authority, to do the contrary; 2. That when his ha · 
= ving Power becomes inconſiſtent with the preſervation 
| of the Community, and good of the People, it cannot be 
God's Will that he ſhould be kept in Poſſeſſion of Power ;, 
1 or that his Commiſſion to do the Office of a Magiſtrate to a 
1 Nation, ſhould continue when He cannot do that in any 
=. reſpect, without ruining it by ſome other parts of his 
Conduct. But, as I have obſerv'd already, ſo I muſt ob- 


if | ſerve again, that I never ſaid, or thought, that a Man's 
ll Right to Govern, or Authority to exerciſe the Office of a 
| Magiſtrate was wholy vacated by any ſingle inſtance of 
i miſmanagement 3 or any thing like it, as your Lordſhip 


\4 repreſents me, p. 49. But this I now ſay, with Relation 
i to the inſtance of a Mayor of a Corporation, there again 
urged by your Lordſhip; that ſhonld this Mayor, under 
the pretext of his Commiſſion, break into the Houſes of 
the Free- men, and attaque their lives, I cannot but think 
that the Lam of the Land, as well as of Keaſon, would 
juſtify them in uſing Him as a Common Robber ;, and if the 
conlequence of that ſhould be that his Commrſſion ſhould 
bi beat an Ezd, with his Life, would even then acquit them 
Wo of the guilt of Murther, But the only way, in which 
i I apply all this to the Supreme Civil Magiſtrate is this, 
1 that his Commiſſion gives him a Right to Kule no longer 
it than his having Power is conſiſtent with the preſervation 
and fafety of the whole Community : But ceaſes to give 
Right, when his Government is to the ruine of the whole. 
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To what your Lordſhip cites out of a Modern Au 


thor, p- 51. I only anſwer, That the Whole Duty of Man, 
is, and ever Will be an excellent Book; but that | know 
of no way more likely to leſſen its credit in the World, 


than to quote it as if it were the work of an inſpired, 


infallible Judgment; free from all Error, in every parti- 
cular. The Example of David, there alleged, I have 


long ago ſhewn to be the example of a Subject, defending. 
himſelf by Arms againſt his Sovereign, the Lord's An- 


ointed in a proper ſenſe of the words: But no notice is 
taken of this. The Texts of Scripture there cited have 
been already largely diſcuſſed : Nor is there any proof 
offered there, that theſe Texts do lay whole Nations of 
* once, under the neceſſity of ſubmitting to ruins. 


have thus, my Lord, preſumed once again to conſider 


every one of thoſe points, urged in the Conſiderations, a- 
bout which there {till ſeemed to remain any diſpute be- 
tween us: And, I humbly hope, have ſet them in a juſt light. 

And now it is fit for me to take ſome notice of What 
your Lordihip hath added, in this Anſwer, againſt my 


Dodtrine, to what was before advanced in your Sermons; 


For tho' your Lordſbip hath often profeſſed that you 
would not touch upon the matter of Self defenſe, or the 
late Revolution, yet it cannot be diſſembled that your 
Lordjjup hath, in 2 touched upon them, and upon m 
for defending them, after a very remarkable, and very 


ſeyere manner. 


1. It is more than once inſinutated that the Doctrine 
maintained by me cannot be reconciled with St. Paul; or 
with my ſubſcribing to the Homilies; or, as your Lordhp 
ſeems to intend in ſome of the laſt pages of your Anſwer, 
with the general Declarations of Scripture concerning the 


= /ubmifſion of Children, and of Slaves; or with the Liturgy 


of our Church, to which I have given Aſſent, and Conſents 
For the three firſt of theſe; I have largely conſidered 


them, in the Meaſures of Submiſſion, to which I may juſt- 


ly refer the Reader, becauſe your Lordſpip hath not at- 
tempted to invalidate thoſe Arguments, by which I think 
I have fully proved the contrary: And an ingenious Au. 
thor, by urging theſe objectiont again, in a very particular 


manner, hath laid a neceſſity upon me of conſidering. 


them once more. As to the laſt, the contradicting the 

Liiturgy; the particulars mentioned by your Lordfhip are 

theſe, vizz whoſe Miniſter ſhe is, whoſe Authority /he baths 
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and the only Ruler of Princes, which you call tubborn Ex- 
prefions,. & c. p. 40. and give unkind intimations, as if Þ 
could not heartily aſſent to them, To this therefore, I 
anſwer, 1. That there is no Perſon living who can more 
heartily ſay that Her Majeſty is the Miniſter of God, be- 
caule there is no one to Whoſe whole Scheme of Principles 
it is more agreeable ſincerely to believe, that this may 
be juſtly affirmed of ſo excellent a Princeſs, who recom- 
mends Virtue by her Example; puts in execution whole- 
ſom Laws againſt: Vice; ſupports the Caſe of Liberty, 
and the Proteſtant Religion with zeal and perſeverance z 
and anfwers ſo truly to St. Pauls Character, the Minifter 
of God to us for good, And how the contrary can be in- 
timated of me, who have been all along contending that 
this Charatter, in St. Pau!, —_—_ to Magiſtrates aniwer- 


ing the Ends of their Office, and carrying on an uſeful 


work in the World, without inſinuating at the ſame time 
fomething which, I dare ſay, is wholly contrary to your 
Lordfhip's thoughts, I leave to others. 

2. Wheſe Authority fhe hath is an expreſſion fo far from 
being a ſeeming contradittion to my Principles, that it is 

eculiarly agreeable to them. I am ſorry, your Loraſbip 

ath given me this occagon : But Self-defenſe makes it 
juſtifiable for me to ſay that, tho' I make not the leaſt 
doubt of your Loraſhip's ſincere Love, and hearty Zeal 
for her Mijeſfty, and her Government, yet, you cannot be 


led by your Principles, ſo heartily to affirm that her Ma- 


jeſty hath God's Authority, as l am ready to affirm it every 
day of my Life. For, maintaining the Lawfulneſs and Ho- 
nourableneſs of the firſt ſteps of the Revolution: and bear- 
Lily believing that the Naticns chuſing Repreſentati ves, and 
theſe Repreſentatives, together with the Lords, voluntarily 
conſenting to make K. Milliam, and Q. ary their Civil Go- 
vernours, Was approved by G; that, upon that Conſent, it 
was the Will of God Almighty that zhey ſhould have right 


-toRule ;, and that all the Acis, tor the ſecurity of the Nation, 


paſſed by Them, and that Parliament, thould not only be 
valid at preſent, with reſpect to the Subject, but Aut hori- 
tative in themſelves: Holding all this, 1 fay, 1 can hearti- 
ly believe and declare that her Afojefty hath God's Hutho- 


rity ;, hath a Right to Rule moſt agreeable to God's Will 


confirm'd, and eſtabliſhed by his moit certain approba- 
tion, which cannot be wanting, according to zz Princt | 
ples, in ſuch a Caſe as this, Whereas, as I have ſhaven 
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already, your Lordſpip condemning all the firſt ſteps Which 
led to this Settlement, and allowing of no Right in Subjects 
to depart, in any Caſe, from the ordinary ſettled Methods, 
ccannot, as I conceive, fo readily give the Divine Appro- 
| bation to the Settlement it ſelf, or, to the Government of 


4% Whoſe Title, and Poſſeffon, are founded originally, in 
that A (ran Which you condemn as down right Rebel- 
lion. I hope your Lordſbip hath not ſo miſtaken me as 
to think that 1 have pleaded abſolutely againſt giving a 


Divine Authority to Princes. For I] have only pleaded a+ 
gainſt it, (as the Judicious Hooker, in effect, did long ago,) 


in a ſenſe inconſiſtent with Humane Conſent and Compact: 
And I afſure your Lardſbip that my Principles are ſuch, as 
unavoidably lead me to Gevlate, and maintain, ſuch a Go- 
vernour as our Queen, brought to the Throne by ſo Honour- 
able Methods, and exerciſing her Power after ſo excellent 
and beneficial a manner, to 1 clothed with God's Autho- 
rity; to have her Right confirmed by his Will; to be his 


 Minifter, his Vice-gerent, his Repreſentative in this lower 


World. But all this indeed, without offering Her the 
Vaſſalage of Slaves, inſtead of the Obedience of Subjects. 


3. I do likewiſe ſay from my Heart that God is the only - 
Ruler of Princes: And am ready to ſnew that I no more 
contradict this by allowing the whole Community a Right 
to defend themſelves againſt a Prince certainly attempt- 


ing their Ruine, than your Lordſſip doth by allowing to 
her Majeſty a Right to defend her ſelf, and herFeople,againſt 
the French King, For God is the only Ruler of the French 
King, as well as of other Princes. If, therefore, no one hath 
a Right to Cenſure and Puniſh another,who'is not Superzor 
to, and Ruler of this other; then hath not her Majeſty a 
Right to Cenſure and Puniſh the French King. But your Lord- 
Hip will allow and contend that She hath this Fight, as far 
as is implied in the Defenſe of the World about Him; tho 


God is his only Ruler: From whence it follows that the 


whole Gallic Community may have the ſame Right againſt 


Him, notwithſtanding any thing in this expreſſion. The 


one being Subjects, the other a Prince, makes no difference 
as to this Argument: Becauſe one Prince is no more the 
Ruler of another Prince, than a Whole Nation is the Ruler 


of their own Prince. And conſequently, if your Lordſhip . 
can read this in the Common- Prayer- Book, whillt you allow 
the French King to be Accountable to her Majeſty and her 
Hlies, and grant them a Right to Cenſure and Pumyh Him, as 
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(60 
far as their Common Cauſe requires; I may reafonably hope 


that your Loraſbip will not again inſinuate that I cannot 


as heartily aſſent to the ſame paſſage, merely becauſe I 


_ plead for ſuch a Right to Self-defenſe in a whole Nation, 
as muſt ſometimes imply in it Cenſure and Puniſhment : 


Since this Principle of mine is no more inconſiſtent with 


the declaring God to be the only Ruler of Princes, than 
vour own allowing Princes, and States, to Cenſure and 


Puniſh other Princes, whoſe only Ruler God is. This is 
fully ſufficient for my own juſtification, without exam- 
ining more nicely into the true meaning of the Phraſe. 

2, But this is not the only manner, in which your Lord- 
Hip hath, in this laſt Anſwer, touched upon the Revolu - 
tion, aud Self defenſe, &c. The Account given of the true 
Notion of a Public Benefactor, p. 26. compared with the 
effectual declaring Reſiſtance to be an unlawful and unwar- 
rantahle Method of ſaving Subjects from Ruine; the ma- 
king Reſiſtance, even in Caſes of Extreme Exigency, the 


lame with Rebellion, and the dictate of Corrupt Humane 


Nature, which is not ready to ſubmit to the Reftraints that 
are laid upon it by God and Religion, p. 55 the interpret- 
ing Acts of Parliament fo as to contradict my Doctrine, 
and ſo as to make the Executive Power alone, and actin 

without, and even againſt the Legiſlati ve, in all poſſible 
Caſes, irreſiſtible, p. 28; the almoit conſtant joining Re- 
fiſtance, and Rebellion together, that ſo they may appear, 
in all Caſes,the ſame; the taking occaſion from my calling 
the Kevolution a Rebellion, by way of Irony, and with re- 
gard to ſome Principles, in effect, to call it ſo very ſeri- 


 oully, p. 48; the joining me with thoſe who ſuffered for 
the Murther of K. Charles I. p. 52. only for juſtifying the 


Self defenſe practiſed by a whole Community, and the Con- 
duct of all thoſe, from the Higheft ro the Loweſt, who 
{ved this Nation by joining themſelves to the Arms of the 
P. of Orange; the making ſuch repreſentations of me, and 


my Doctrine, in many places, as that her Majeſty (to whom 


an appeal is made by your Lordſpip ) muſt needs judge 
that I am ſowing Sedlition, fomenting Difturbances, and 
railing Rebellion amongſt her Subjects, whilſt I am doing 
Her true and faithful Service. Theſe, and the like, too 
many to dwell upon, carry nothing indeed of Argument 


along with them: But they effectually and very feverely 


touch upon the Late Revolution, and National Self-defenſe \, 
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ed them. And as they ſufficiently ſhew your Loraſhip's 


preſent diſpoſition; fo they contain in them ſuch Accuſa= 


tions againſt me, as make it neceſſary, before I conclude, 


IV. To add ſomething, by way of Apology for my ſelf, 
and the part which I have acted in this Cauſe. ET 2 


My Lord, 


l am very ſenſible that it can by no means become me 
to follow your Lordſhip in an Appeal to her Excellent Ma- 


jeſty; or ſo much as to hope that any thing written by ſo 


unworthy a Perſon can ever be thought worthy of the 


jeaſt regard from Her, But if, moved by your Lord- . 


ſrip's Repreſentations, :She ſhould condeſcend ſo far as to 
enquire, What my Crime is, I am not fo great an 
Enemy to my ſelf, as not to wiſh that She may re- 
ceive another, and very different Account of the matter. 
1. That my Crime with reſpect to the Goſpel. of Jeſus 
Chrift is this; the endeavouring to prove that the general 
Precepts of it, concerning the Duty of Subjects, ought not 
to be ſo interpreted as to lay whole Nations under the ne- 
ceſſity of ſubmitting to Univerſal Slavery, and Ruine: and 
this not attempted by me, till a Caſe had actually hap- 
pen'd in our own 1Vation which made it the ſubject of eve- 
ry Honeft Chriſtian's enquiry; and not till the contrary 
deciſions of Multitudes of Writers had made the Conſce 
ences of many uneaſy in this Point; and diffatisfied with 
the Happy Eftabliſþment founded upon a Practice agreeable 
to this Doctrine. 2. That my Crime, with reſpect to her 
Majeſty, and her Government, is this, T he endeavouring to 
juſtify her Conduct in that Glorious part which She bare 


in the late Revolution ;, to vindicate not only her People's 


behaviour, in the ſubmitting to Her, but her own Honour, 
and juftice, in Poſefing a Government founded upon it; ta 
reconcile the Affections of her Subjects to the Bafis upon 
which it ſtands, that ſo they may not only ſubmit, but 
approve not only approve but love ; not only love, but 
zealouſly defend it againſt all oppoſers ; to demonſtrate that 
it is not ſettled upon Vſurpation, or Sin; but upon à law- 
ful Practice; and on that Conſent which is the ſureſt band 
of a Manly obedience in Subjects z the firmeſt Title of So- 
vereignty to Princes; and ever ſecure of the ſupport of 
God's Authority, when it exerts it ſelf after ſo unblame- 


able, and beneficial a manner. If the Caſe were thus 


truly repreſented, I ſhould not fear that a * 5 
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0552 
theſe Prineiiles could be eſteemed by her Aſajeſiy an Ene- 
my to her Government : Eſpecially, if it were added, that, 


whilſt I have been aſſerting this Night in a whole Nat jon, 


I have ever taken the ſame opportunity of earneſtly re- 
commending her excellent Conduct to the affections of 
her People; that whilſt J have been doing the former, in 
order to ſecure the foundation, T have not failed to do 


the latter, for the ſecuriry of her ſelf; that ſo her Admi- 


ziftration might appear as lovely to her Subjects, as her 
Title is Glorious, and unreprovable : That I have ever 
Tet my ſelf to oppoſe thoſe Jealouſies, and Surmiſes, by 
which others were ſhaking the quiet and ſafety of her 


Government; and particularly, at the time when the 


Pretender was threatning an Invaſion, and when ſome, of 
other Principles, were openly attaquing the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and endeavouring to overthrow her Right; I thought 
it a moſt ſeaſonable Duty to Aſſert, and Vindicate it, to 
as high a degree, and in as public a manner as poſlible; 
tho 1 5 afterwards publickly abuſed for it by the great 
Advocate for the Pretender's Cauſe; as I am, for the 
Whole, now repreſented as an Enemy to Government; of 
Levelling Principles, and I know not what. But if, after 
all I can ſay, this muſt be my Lot; may God forgive 
thoſe who make it ſo | May the unhappinels be only mine, 
to ſuffer under the Reputation of being an Enemy to a 
Queen, whoſe Conduct, whoſe Title, whole Adminiſtra- 


tion, it hath been my peculiar, and long-continued La- 


bour to recommend to the del-ght, the approbatior, the 
zeal of her People and may it be the unenvied good for- 
tune of others to be able to demonſtrate their Love to Her 


Majeſty by diſapproving her Practice ; to ſhew their zeal * 


for her Government by condemning the foundation upon 
which it ſtands; and to recommend it, if poſſible, to the 


affeFions of her People, by proving it to be the conſequence 


of a ſucceſsful Rebellion 


Not that I would have it inſinuated, my Lord, that thoſe, 


who are not of the fame Principles, may not come in to a 
Government now ſettled, the fir/t Settlement of which they 
could not approve of; or may not be good Subjects to it, as 
long as it can maintain it ſelf; or may not, by ſome Conſi- 


derations, be induced even to Miſh the continuance of it. 


But I would appeal to your Lordſhip; or to the profeſſed 
Enemies of the Government who may judge in this Caſe 
more impartially than either of us; whether they do Fa 
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find their account /in their continual recommending the 
Principles of Abſolute Non-reſiſtance 3 whether they do not 
frequently make the Conſciences of Men uneaſy at the 
preſent Sertlement merely by making them uneaſy at the 
Foundation on which it ſtands; whether their Great Aa- 
vocate could have done any thing more to his pur poſe, than, 
under pretenſe of vindicating yourLordfip,to manage both 
your Principles, and your Authority, againſt our Eftabliſh- 
ment. | would appeal to them, to judge, who are they that 
are molt likely both by Principle, and Affection, to defend 
this Government to the laſt extremity, They who are 


guided by their Conſciences into all the Meaſures by which 


it is Eſtabliſhed, and into the love of the firſt ſteps that 
led to it; or they who are induced, or permitted by their 
Conſciences to ſubmit to it, as long as it can protect them. 
Or, let all the World judge who are moſt likely to be the 
firmeſt Friends to that Eftabliſhment by which her Ma- 
jeſty Reigns; they whoſe Principles would have engaged 
them to bear an active part in thoſe ſteps, by which Se 
came to the Throne; or they, whoſe Principles muſt 
have engaged them to abhor thoſe ſteps, and to have ated 
ſuch a Paſſive Part, as muſt have ended in the ruine of 
Her; the Conſtitution; and the whole Proteſtant Nation. 
Take a Perſon, who believes in his Conſcience the lawful- 
neſs of that Reſiſtance by which the Nation hath been ſaved : 
And you will find in him a Zeal, and Ardovr, to maintain 


the Government, at any expenſe, againſt all Oppoſers, If 


you find an Alteration, or Colaneſs, at any time, you will 
find likewiſe an Alteration in his profefing that Principle; 
or that He expects the ſupport of his Intereſt from Men o 

the contrary Mind. Take one, who by never ſo long Stu 
dy hath argued himſelf into Mere Submiſſion to a Govern- 
ment founded upon this Refiftance : And you will very fre- 
quently ſee a great 1:difference, a mixture of Uneaſineſs, 


and Diſcontent; and a readineſs to catch at every little 
| thing to the diſadvantage of this Settlement. I am far from 


ſaying, it is always thus; but that this is generally the 
Caſe: and that whatever Zeal there is on ove fide, What- 
ever Coldneſs on the other, is generally owing to the Prin- 
ciples, on each fide embraced, with reſpect to gane a- 
tone, is too plain to be denied. Or, take a Perion, if ſuc h 
an one can be found, who hath from Mese Submiſſon te 


the Government been argued into a beliet of the lawſul- _ 
neſs of the Xefiftance by Which it came 10 be ſettled : And 
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let him declare, whether, upon this ee He hath 


the unwillingneſs to Swear to it when it was full; from 
whence the difficulties that clog'd all deſigns for ſupport 


hence the diſlike to the framing ber. the Act of 
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Happy, could they approve of the beginnings that intro- 


(64) 
not found himſelf more perfectly eaſy and ſatisfied, even 
in his Submiſſion ;, and more heartily fixed in his oppoſition 
to that former Settlement, from which the Nation is de- 
parted. Nay, let paſt Experience determine from whence 
all the impediments to this Settlement came; from whence 
the Reluctance to fill the Throne at firſt ; from whence 


ing it againſt the Common Enemy; from whence the de- 
lays, and objections, to retard Supplies, and to embar- 
rals Affairs in the late Reign; from whence the greateſt 
part of the uneaſineſs at this War with Fance; from 


Settlement; from whence the viſible diſſatisfaction, diſco- 
vered upon every ſucceſs of the Common Arms, and the 
joy which betrays it ſelf, upon every little imaginary 
Advantage of the Common Enemy; from whence, in one 
word, the Zeal of ſome for the former Settlement; and 
the Jndiſference of others for the preſent. From what 
Principle have theſe unhappineſſes come but from this 
one, T hat a Nation muſt not be allowed, without a dam- 
rable ſin, to go out of the methods of Submiſſion,even to fave | 
it ſelf from Ruine? From what Perſons, but either from | 
thoſe Who really believe this Doctrine, or have openly MW |; 
2 to do it; or from thoſe whoſe Intereſt hath ever f 
en ſupported by ſuch as zealouſly eſpouſe it? ] 
 Alaſs! My Lord, I am not the f7/t who have looked a 
back, beyond mere Submiſſion, to the Foundation upon 
which the Queen, and her People jointly ſtand. They look. ſ 
back to it, who are ever endeavouring to Arm Mens ; 
Minds againſt the. preſent Eſtabliſoment by condemning 4 
the Methods that led to it. They look back to it, who, 2 
without any fuch deſign, effettually do the ſame thing, 
The Intereſt of the Nation therefore requires, and obli- 
geth others to /ook back to it, after another manner: For 
Who cannot ſee that it is the intereſt of the Nation that 
'allfhould be perfectly ſatisfied in the Foundation of an 
Eſtabliſhment, which even its Enemies would acknowledge 


duced it? If theſe Enemies look back to it with an Evil 

Eye; why may not others be allowed to caſt a Favourable 
Eye upon it? Nay, Why ſhould not ſomething be done 
tpwards the ſatisfaction of the Conſciences of theſe pre- 


| felſed 


* 


AT SY 
feſſed Adverſaries, who would come in as F#ends,did they 
not {tick at this one Point, which IL. have endeavour d to 
vindicate? This, methinks, may juſtify me in what I have 
done, as I am a ember of this Communityz" whoſe Hap- 
pineſs, in all probability, lives, and dies with the preſent 
Aftabbſbments ! woof, „ es ttt Tong e 
Nor is it leſs neceſſary, or leſs juſtifiable for Vs, 'who 
are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to look farther than to 
Mere Submiſſion to this Te Ga — the Caſe of the 
Revolution is a Public, National Cafe of Conſciente; and 
the lawfulneſs, or unlawfulneſs of the like Practice is a 
Caſe, in which both Clergy und Laity of this Land, have, 
long before my time, thought their Conſqiences extremely 
concerned. Were it only on this laſt account, it could 
not be inexcuſable in any Clergy man to debate this matter 
in a Theological manner. But on the former, it hath, 1 
think, become abſolutely neceſſary that, one way or o- 
ther, it ſhould. be put as much out of doubt as paſſihle- 
For the matter is now reduc d to this, whether we lie un. 
der a National Guilt, or not. If the Nation fin'd-again{t 
God in inviting over the Arms of :Refiftance, or in join- 
ing themſelves to them when they were come; or in 
caſting off their Allegiance to one King, and fixing it to a- 
nother, by illegal methods; this is a National Guilt; And 
tho this may bring along with it Temporal good Gonſe. 
22 it is nevertheleſs a Guilt. Nor do I ſee, mx, 
rd, but that they who only accept of this deliverance; * 
and ſubmit the elves to the Vadberument ſettled by it, 
N muſtſt ſtill partake of this guilt, even tho they did not apc 


| prove of it; - unleſs they be ready, upon a good u- 
„ vity, to return to the former Gourſe. 1 — thisz* 
& according to their Principles is not like the accepting 
* a deliverance from one Robber, by the means of anonber; 
„but it is like a Child's accepting of a deliverance at the 
„hands of one who hath no right to interpoſe ; and dike+ 
'r WW wiſe eſcaping, and withdrawing obedience, from an un- 
al reaſonable Father, who ſtill Claims, and Challenges this 
n W# Obedience. So did the Nation, according to ſome Meng: 
accept of a deliverance; brought about by unlawful means, 
from the Power of a Prince, who, they hold, could not 
4 WM forfeit his Title to their Allegiance; who, I am ſure, au 
le ways kept up his Claim to it; and who was, to them, 
ac Wh their legal King, without whoſe Act no Alteration in the 
i Lontitutien could be _ Now what — from. - 
1 | hence? 
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J (66) "4 
hence? Muſt there not be a National Repentaucè? And 

can there be a National Repentance, in caſe of a National 
Injuſtice, without:Reftitution ? Without the Reſtitution: of 
their Allegiance, according to that Settlement: from which 
they are departed? This, my Lord, is what I fear; that, 
if this muſt ſtill go for a National Guilt, and the Nation 
_—_ be perſuaded into the Prinriples that lead to is, 


nothing can be the — to returmto the ola Cpurſe 
and to truſt Aumigluy Gbd or the Con ſequences, as ſome. 


expreſs it; that is, in truth, to tempt Almighty God, who: 
hath: no where promiſed, without their own Concur- 
rence; to ſave them from Ruins 3 or, in other words, froni 
a Popiſh Eftabliſhment both in Chucrii and State. And if 

this be ſo ; one would think it might at leaſt be pardona- 
ble in me, to endeavour to ſhe chat the Nation is not 
under the guiit of any ſuch juſtice, and therefore not 


under the obligation to make am ſach Keſtetution; that 


they had a Naht to ſave them ſelves from ruine, and to: 
confult their future ſecurity »vbat theri/aams of Gad for- 
| amid Slant lie in return 
ing, even in their Hearts, touEgype.: It this be a matter 
then of infinite moment, relating both to the National, 
and Eternal Paniſhment of the Hople of this Land, how: 
can it be a task improper for a Divine; to endeavour to 
ſet it in as cleat a light as puſſible non pon 7 ds 
Beſides, whether We will or no; The Minds of Men 
are ſo framed that they ui], they will look back to the 
Foundations up var ES . ſent. State. is fixed; eſpe- 
in the reach of their own: 
memory, and they themſelves perhaps were perſonally: 
engaged in it. If à fudden paſſion, or a ſtrong Senſe of 
Temporal Intereſt, puſhed them into wilawful Methods, 
the only way of regaining God's Favour is to anadt what 


they then atted, hilſt. the way lies open; before length 


of time obſcures, and effaces thoſe amienmt Paths to which 
they ought in Duty to return. But if it can be ſhewn 
that their judgments were: well informed; and that what 
they acted was both lawful, and honourable; it cannot 
be beneath out care thus to conſult the inward Peace of 
ſo many Conſciences ;, and thus to engage theſe Perſons to 
continue their faithful Services to the Eſtabliſhment Which 


they help d to found; who, by the doubts and terrors, in- 
fuſed into them by others, might have their Conſciences 
armed againſt the work of their on hands, In one 


word; 


the Minds of Mc: 
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word; ſuppoſing the Principles, to which the preſent Efta- 


bliſhmert owes its being, univerſally embraced ; and any 


ne attempts made by our Enemi- to bring us to the 


former Settlement Can any one deny that an wniverſat 
approbatiou of the Foundation of it would fill every 
Breaſt, Without exception, with an equal, unconquerable 
zeal againſt all ſuch attempts? Or can any one think 


* 


that this is an happineſs to be hoped for, in the ſame de- 


ree, whilſt n and Drfſatisf. atom, remain upon 
| len, about the Nation il Guilt incurred by 
one - Revolution „ Heber, according to ſome Principles, ts 
be done away without a voluntary yielding to another? 
But 1 Will not treſpaſs any longer upon your-:Zordfhip. 
Theſe laſt Conſiderations T am not ſo Weak as to urge as 
Arguments for the truth of my Doctrine; but for its impor- 
tance to the preſent happy ſtate of the Nation: As Apo- 
logies for my ſelf againſt thoſe perpetual Repreſentations, 
by which I muſt otherwiſe ſaffer, as if I were troublin 
a Nation with the matter of Reſiſtance without the lea 
occaſion, and for very bad ends; as if no Caſe of Reſi- 
ftance.in which the preſent Generation is concern d; no 
Eftabliſhment conſequent upon that Refiftance ; no contrary 
deciſions of the Enemies of this Eftabliſhment; no Enguu- 
ries of ſober Chriſtians had made this a ſeaſonable, a to- 


* 


Z lerable, or lawful undertaking for a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel. Whether in this, or the foregoing part of theſe 
Papers 1 have offered any thing worthy a ſecond No 
tice, I muſt leave entirely to your Lordſbip. If I have; 
whether your Lordſpip will think fit to commit the ma- 
nagement of your Cauſe to another hand, | know not ; 
But I perſuade my felt, that, if you ſhould do this, yer, 
for the ſake of the Honour of Almighty God, and of our 
Common Chriftianity, your Lordſhip will not give a Public 
Approbation and Encouragement to any ſuch licentiouſ- 
n writing as, I fear, maſt reflect a diſhonour upon 
your High and Holy Character; and cannot but be ſhock- 
ing to all Modeſt, and ſerious Chriſtians, who are ſeeking 
after Truth, more than Diverſion. 4 | 
But, whatever my Fate ſhall be; however others may 


provoke your Lordfzip to order, or permit, me to be 
treated; this ſolemn Aſſurance I can give you: That, i 


I have conſcientiouſly avoided every thing that might 
_— me to forget that Decency and Rejpect which it is 
my Daty to regard, ns, what the juſtifica- 

| 5 z ¹½2ꝙyusn 


tion of my ſelf, and my Cauſe hath made necefſat + 
no = kits of the 2 or future tres n © 
who write under the Covert of your great Name, ſhall e- 
W' yer provoke me, either by my own, or any other hand, 
= i to return to your Lordſbip, or to the meaneſt of them, 
1 the like to what I have experienced; or rob me of the 


— 
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. BY  JatisfaRtion of forgiving what I dare not imitate; May 
W | God Almighty never lay to their Charge, what I have ſuffer- 
=: ed from any May the ſame good God crown your Lord- 
Hip with his Favour, and Protection! confirm and eſta- 
bliſh your Health! and, after a Life of all Worldly Proſ- 
perity, bring you to that Bleſſed State, in which Truth 
and Happineſs are eternally, and inſepaxably united! 
Theſe are the hearty Prayersof, ooo 
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Your Loraſpip's moſt Obedienty 
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o- It is not, ny Lord, that He open 
Wiliam, and the Revolution ( 


8 As ſome Papiſts have 
| x Ehablibed before the Vſurpation of 


which She hath aſſured her Parliament, She will inviolably 


and Loſſes, in this and the foregoing Reign, by 1 


* 


Cad + 
33M C7) 3 
tred into. Nor is it that He paſſeth over in ſilence 
the miſerable Condition, in which We all had been 
without this hated »Revelurzon ; and the Extreme Mi. 
ſery of the French Nation merely through Abſolute Mo. 
narchy, and the want of ſo happy a Revolution there... It 
is not on theſe accounts ;.tho! ſome of theſe muſt be 
entirely diſagreeable to you, ber. But it is becauſe 
He could not perſuade himſelf to ſpare even the Queer 
herſelf, by whoſe Clemency He lives unmoleſted. If 


by pleaſe to conſult the laſt page of his Preface, you will | 
; ally chargeth your Lord. 


nd there that He firſt wrong 
Hip with maintaining that in Hereditary Monarchies, 
the Right unalienably deſcends; and me with treating 
you roughly upon a contradiction which never ſo much as 
-enter'd into, my thoughts; and then takes occaſion to 
 Uluftrate this invention of his own by an inſtance out of 


the 2 Chronicles, 23. ch. Where the High Prieft declares 


the right of Joaſh one of the Sent of the Former King 
v. 3. Bebold the King's Son ſhall Reign, as the Lord bath 
' faidof the Sons of David : Tho", faith this Author, A. 
thaliah, (who was the 928 in poſſeſſion) called this Trea- 
ſon, becauſe it was againft De Facto. For, adds He, Foo had 
reigu d in quiet poſſeſſion Seven years; If your Lor 

doubt whom this Author means by the King's Son, and 
Queer Athaliah, it is enough to conſider that He had not 
the leaſt occaſion given him to mention this Inſtance ; or 


only to caſt your Eyes upon the laſt words, Sever years, | 


For the Scripture ſaith, Athaliah had Reign'd but S 
years, and was enter'd into her Seventh: But we know a 


good Queen, Who hath not deſerved ſuch Treatment from 


the Non. jurors themfelves,that hath Reigned in quiet poſſeſſion 
Seven years, and is now entered into her Eighth. May God 
long protect Her againſt ſuch Friends at Home! as well as 
againſt her Enemies Abroad! but, I hope, our zeal will be 
common, and equal, againſt the pretenſes of ſuch Men. 
What there is of Argument in his Book, mine will be 
the labour. to examine, and conſider ſeriouſly, when I 
_ come more largely to treat of ſome Points. But I per- 
made my ſelf, your. Lordſbip will rather thank, than 
blame, me, for mentioning this: Since | abhor the 
thought of making To reſponſible for the ungoverned 
| Sallies of other Mens zeal ;, and fince it will give you an 
opportunity of ſhewing all diſlike, and giving all FI 
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Jouly lawful Foundation, and becauſe his Principles can 


diſcouragement to ſuch dangerous Writers, ' And I hope 
that ſuch repeated attempts of the Common Enemies wii 
lead my \ Apalogy with all the Friends of the preſeut 
Efabliſhment ſor my repeated endeavours to prevent © 
the increaſe of Principles; which, we ſee; are of lo = 
fatal and pernicious Conſequence to the Queer herſelf; 7 
s well as the whole Proteftant Surceſſion.” Ibeg leave. \ 7 
only to put this One Caſe, before I conclude. he 


Ierofeſſed Non. juror, Whoſe Principles oblige Him, in 0 


Conſcience to wiſh, and deſign the Difſolution of the. 
Preſent Eftabliſhment, is ever repreſenting me as ma- 


Jaining ſuch Frinciples as are inconſiſtent with the ſafery x, 


of all Governments, | take this opportunity therefore of 
appealing to all who read this, to judge what the mean- 
ing of this can be. If He hath aer reſerve within his 

own Mind, that the Preſent Government is Ne Govern- 
nent, properly ſo call'd; becauſe it is not ſettled upon his  * 


allow to No Woman any Right to Civil Rule + Then it is 
manifeſt, ,He deceives the World with Words; and may 

in his Conſeienee believe that-theafery of this Govern. _ 
nent, improperly ſo called, ds entirely upon te 
Truth of my Principles, (as I dare ſay He doth) even | 


rhilſt He declares them inconſiſtent with the Safety of 


thoſe Covernments, Which alone, according to Him, de- _— 
ſerve that name; But if inthe words, All Governments, 3 
He permits us to include this preſent Eftabliſhment, ae ' 


Ine knows, He cannot ſo much as ſubmit to, bécauſe 1 


py) - 


founded upon that RefRarce Which. defend; them let 
my one judge, whether, if He 110 thought my Princi- 
es deſtructiye of it, He would not rather ine 
wiczly to Work for the good of his Main Cauſe; than 
rrſecute me, for doing real Service, to his Maſter, after. 
tie moſt virulent; and opprobrious manner: Let any one 
ge, whether, if He truly believed that my Principles 
were prejudicial to the ſafety of her Majeſtys Govern -- 
ent, and the Proteftant Succeſſion, He himſelf would 
chuſe the direct contrary Principies, to inculcate upon the 8 
Nation, in order to Now the Intereſt of the Pretender 7 
tho is ſet up againſt Her Majeſty, and of the Formen, 
Rablihment, which He openly defends: That is, in ne 
ord, whether He can think y Principles deſtructive of 
Government, Whilſt He himſelf chuſeth the very con- 
3 n : _ trary 
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trary ab the 8 Ned bring about) its deſtruction⸗ 
and often expreſſeth an hhpe of 2 — his End in 
time z or, Whether his ehulitls the cn. Principles, 
in order to ruine the preſents, and reſtore the Former 
ball nent, be not à Demqnitration that Hehimſelf 
Soc hat the Preſent: Govenmenty aud the, Proteftanc. 
5 ment cannot be ſafe, and 5F 12 e ape 
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